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is launching their Democracy 
2004 project. 


x TIRED of the monotone 
that is Alberta news 


ve THROWING STUFF at 
the TV Barbie anchors } 


w Yelling at your one- 
sided newspaper 


RISE UP: RADIO FREE 
EDMONTON exists to give 
voice to the voiceless 
alternative Alberta 
perspectives. 


If you have an idea for an 

Alberta news story, or want 

to learn alt-journalism for 

yourself, RISE UPis here to 
serve. 


Contact Shannon 
and Mike at 
<riseup@cjst.com> 
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CJSR 88.5 - As far left as 

your FM dial gets. Every 
Wednesday at 5:30 
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Blue/Orange raises plenty of questions about 
racism and the deteriorating state of public 
healthcare. Vue Weekly also had plenty of 
questions for director David Storch about his 
interpretation of the play’s three fascinatingly 
slippery characters—read our interview and see 
how artfully he avoided tipping his hand ¢ 41 


What—and leave 
shoe business? 
The lost art of the 
cobbler ¢ 4 


Longshot Music is 
looking more and 
more like a sure 
bet ¢ 32 


A new print of 
Sunrise dawns at 
the Metro « 35 


Give ’em shelter 


In regards to Chris Boutet’s VuePoint 
column in the January 1 issue of Vue 
Weekly [Shelter Storm”): 

| believe that the Knox-Metropoli- 
tan United Church, two blocks away 
from my home, is simply seeking to 
provide warm beds in a cold climate to 
human beings in need. 

If one exercises common sense it 
decreases the risk of a crime of oppor- 
tunity. There is a reason that people 
get car alarms, install home security 
systems and carry pepper spray. It is a 
prevention mechanism. What area of 
the city do people not have car alarms 
or home security and leave their doors 
open because they feel so “safe”? 

Desperate times often call for des- 


perate measures. It is not just homeless ~ 


people who act out of desperation. 
There is no shortage of white-collar 
corporate criminals ripping you and 


me off every day. These are thieves 
that are called businessmen, who are 
called motivated instead of desperate. 

| wonder how much community 
support | could get to prevent the Star- 
bucks from opening on Whyte and 104 
Street? Do we really need to attract 
more yuppie. jackasses who are but 
socially acceptable meth addicts seeking 
out their fix-and wandering about 
Whyte all glassy-eyed? They will not 
have to contend with being denied their 
latte because there is no more espresso. 
There is competition for warm beds in 
this city for those who have no money. 

You failed to say what you are doing 
to alleviate the homelessness situation in 
this city? If this “social experiment” fails, 
is it okay with you if homeless people 
still Come to Whyte and rummage for 
food in our dumpsters? Don’t worry 
about them taking too much of your 
leftovers—| hear they only eat cake. — 
SevYN ViOLYNS, EDMONTON 


Bridge vs. Grand Theft Auto 


In his Infinite Lives column in the Decem- 


WARNING! 


ber 18 issue of Vue Weekly [“Killography 
lesson”], Darren Zenko bemoans the 
effect of a Video Games Code, and finish- 
es by asking, “Where are you going to go 
for grown-up games when there’s noth- 
ing but kids’ games on the shelves?” The 
answer? Learn to play bridge, and dupli- 
cate bridge in particular! You can acquire 
new problem-solving skills which require 
actually thinking rather than manual dex- 
terity. You will play with and against real 
live human beings, instead of a computer 
software program. You can play in clubs 
and tournaments all over North America, 
and you can even play on the Internet. 
Give it a try, Darren—you might be sur- 
prised. —Art DAVISON, EDMONTON © 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, both 
positive and negative. Send your opinion by 
mail (Vue Weekly, 10303-108 Street, 
Fdmonton, AB, T5] 1L7), by fax ((780) 426- 
2889) or by e-mail (letters@vue.ab.ca). 
Preference is given to feedback about artides 
in Vue Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and darity. Please include a 
daytime telephone number. 
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Cobblers keep 
traditional 
craftsmanship alive 
in a Payless world 
By CAITLIN CRAWSHAW 


footwear, not everybody knows 

the term “cobbler” anymore. Well, 
i happen to be a cobbler, and the 
profession has nothing to do with 
apples. I’m not a full-fledged expert 
by any means, but I certainly know 
a little something 
about the trade. 
Essentially, cob- 
blery is the art of 
shoemaking and shoe repair. In a 
cobbler shop, broken soles are 
healed—ahem, heeled—and 
fatigued shoes and various leather 
products are nursed back to health. 
Sometime this is done by me, a part- 
time cobblerette with the scars of 
one who has learned how to cut, 
sew, sand and glue your stinky shoes 
back together. 

How did a mild-mannered Uni- 
versity of Alberta student end up 
playing doctor to sick and tired 
footwear, you ask? An online ad, 
ironically, led me to this old-fash- 
ioned trade. “Help wanted, part time, 
Crestwood Cobbler Shop, apply 
within,” read the posting. Four sum- 
mers ago, I was desperate for a job, 
mostly as a way to fill time. Stir crazy 
after a maddening first year of uni- 
versity, I suppose J needed re-souling. 
| felt like a cardboard cutout of what 
I’d been: my future lay abstractly 
ahead of me, the present was vacu- 
ous and my past was a fuzzy blur. 

Résumé in hand, I applied within. 
And that’s how, at the age of 18, I 
found my way into an ancient profes- 


[: today’s era of shiny, disposable 


FEATURE 


sion—a job with both sole and soul. 

When customers walk into the 
Crestwood Cobbler Shop, located in 
an upscale strip mall on 142 Street, 
they generally comment on its old- 
fashioned feel. A carved wooden 
boot sits outside the entrance and, 
inside, an antique-style shoeshine 
chair and a wooden stool with three 
bronze bird feet clutching dainty 
wheels stand out against modern 
machines that sand, trim, sew, cut, 
nail and remove heels—all tasks 
done by hand in the past. c 

My first memory of the place, 
however, is of Bob Orchard: the seem- 
ingly stoic middle- 
aged man behind 
the counter caught 
my attention 
before the machines did. I laugh at 
the memory, for after three and a 
half years at the shop I’ve come to 
regard Orchard as one of the kind- 
est men I’ve ever known. But on 
that fateful day, I nervously 
clutched my résumé, feeling very 
small and very female. 

The man with the salt-and-pepper 
hair took my résumé and scanned it 
while I stood there, babbling to fill 
the silence. “I figured that since I’m 
an artist, it might help....” I trailed 
off, characteristically. But unknow- 
ingly, I’d secured myself the job. 
Later, Orchard told me that artists 
make the best employees because of 
their attention to detail. 

“Do you mind working with 
heavy machinery?” he asked. Fortu- 
nately, because of my nervousness I 
said yes without really thinking 
about it. 

“Can you come in on Monday?” 


IN THE WEEKS and months that fol- 
lowed, I broke in a new denim apron 
and slowly began to learn shoe repair. 
I learned the names of the many 


tools: the triangle blade, the skiving 
blade, the sewing awl, the pry bar. I 
picked up a rounded hammer for the 
first time and practiced stitching 
leather using industrial-size sewing 
machines. I learned about leather 
tanning and when to use the differ- 
ent weights of leather for repairs. 

As a vegetarian, the rolled-up 
animal hides beneath my worktable 
were somewhat unsettling at first. 
Yet I was comforted by the environ- 
ment ethics of the trade, such as its 
anti-disposability attitude, and soon 
reconciled my ethics with the job. 
Although I didn’t know it then, the 
sweet smell of leather, the whir and 
squeal of the machines and the feel 
of dry glue on chapped hands would 
become cozy sensations for me. And 
the gruff man with rolled-up sleeves 
became easy to read: his demeanour, 
which seemed serious, cracked into 
chuckles; his cheesy jokes charmed 
even the crustiest of customers. 

It’s difficult to say why, but 
somehow, in the calm of the cobbler 
shop, my dilemmas faded and my 
anxieties about the future were 
quelled. Perhaps it was the gentle 
odour of shoe polish or the pulse- 
slowing qualities of the glues, but 
the satisfaction of the job re-animat- 
ed me. Like the shoes I fixed that 
first summer, I was remade: at the 
end of each day I had accomplished 
tangible goals. On the shelves I 
could see proof of my work, freshly 
repaired and shining. This is radical- 
ly different from the abstract world 
of an arts student. At the shoe repair 
shop, I had proof that my skills were 
developing and I took enormous 
reassurance from this fact. 


SHOES HAVE BEEN worn for cen- 
turies by many different cultures, so 
shoemaking and shoe repair are also 
ancient. The earliest shoes were 
leaves wrapped around feet fash- 
ioned into crude sandals. Sandals 
were the most common form of 


The author—with hammer, to boot 


footwear for thousands of years, a 
fact which isn’t surprising to me, 
considering that sandals are both 
practical and easy to make. (After 
just a couple of months on the job, 
Orchard offered me the materials to 
make my own pair of sandals. It’s 
that simple.) 

Gradually, soled shoes emerged, 
which were created by hand from 
leathe®. In Europe, shoemakers or 
“cordwainers” were ex@fefiély com- 


mon, but shoes remained costly 
because of how long it look to make 
a pair of shoes with the proper fit. 
After watching Orchard make a pair 
of shoes by hand, I’ve seen firsthand 
that the process requires weeks and 
multiple fittings to ensure that a cus- 
tomer'’s shoes fit well. 

It was only in the later half of 
the 19th century that Lyman Reed 
Blake invented a sewing machine for 
shoemaking. Previously, even hard 
leather soles were hand-stitched. 
Shoes were first mass-produced 
around this time, with Dutch 
Guinea-born Jan Matzeliger develop- 
ing an automatic method for “last- 
ing” shoes. Shoes, which are shaped 
around a wooden or metal artificial 
foot called a “last,” could be formed 
more efficiently. 

The modern rubber heel was 
patented in 1899 by Irish-American 
Humphrey O'Sullivan, paving the 
way for the modern shoe. The first 
sneakers, Keds, were produced in 
1917. Since then, of course, running 
shoes have become wildly popular. 
Cobblery, on the other hand, is bare- 
ly surviving. 


WHEN ORCHARD STARTED his 
business a decade ago, the shoe- 
repair industry was booming. But in 
today’s Wal-Mart world, it’s facing 
some difficult changes. 1 
Orchard tells me that shoes are 
losing their quality, that fashionable 
low-cost shoes dominate the market. 
Ladies’ shoes are the main culprit; 
they're designed to last only one sea- 
son, in accordance with changing 
fashion trends. Planned obsolescence 
is the name of the game when it 
comes to shoe production. You can 
see this in the plastic and rubber 
replacing the traditional leather soles 
and heels. I’ve seen many customers 
leave the shop disappointed upon 
hearing that their brand new shoes 
have kicked the bucket after only a 
few months. Many cheap shoes sim- 


ply can’t be repaired, but many peo- 
ple are unwilling to spend any 
money repairing them anyway, since 
a replacement pair often doesn’t cost 
much more than a repair job. © 

In Orchard’s experience, the 
cheap shoe trend means more small 
repairs (usually gluing jobs), but he 
and other cobblers are losing out on 
larger jobs. “Too many people are 


SEE PAGE 6 
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A-Channel denies link 
between strike and 
ratings drop 


EDMONTON—Although station man- 
agement maintains that it’s still busi- 
ness as usual at A-Channel despite the 
nearly four-month-long labour dis- 
pute, television ratings released last 
week revealed a major drop in the 
number of viewers watching the sta- 
tion’s supper-hour newscast. 

A-Channel’s local evening news, 
which had been drawing larger and 
larger audiences in recent years, had 
8,300 viewers in the 18-plus adult 
demographic during the fall 2003 rat- 
ings period—down from 22,600 a year 
earlier. (CFRN and Global newscasts 
led this category in 2003 with 137,100 
and 123,800 viewers respectively.) 
One of A-Channel’s flagship shows, 
The Big Breakfast, experienced a similar 
ratings fall, according to the Bureau of 
Broadcast Measurement survey. 

A-Channel news director Chris Dun- 
can told the Edmonton Journal that these 
ratings are “disappointing” but down- 
played the significance of the strike as a 
factor. “The first thing that would jump 
to mind is the labour disruption,” he said, 
“but it would be impossible to prove its 
impact. We've had positive viewer feed- 
back throughout the strike and we will 
continue to improve our product. We're 
disappointed with this book but we’re 
not so sure it’s not an anomaly.” 

Adrian Pearce, chair of Communi- 
cations, Energy and Paperworkers 
Local 1900, the strikers’ union, had a 
different take. “This shows the compa- 
ny’s claims that we’re not having an 
impact on programming are patently 
false,” he said. “For a province that is 
not reputed to be labour friendly, the 
public has shown a remarkable 
amount of support for our efforts.” 

The strikers are also getting some 
support, albeit indirectly, from the City 
of Edmonton. A new Edmonton Transit 
ad campaign was scheduled to begin 
on A-Channel in early January but the 
city has decided to delay the nine- 
month-long, $2,595-per-month deal 
until after the strike is finished. This isn’t 
indicative of an overarching city policy, 
but the city’s communications manager, 
David Schneider, told the Journal that 
“We always try to use Edmonton Transit 
employees in all our ads and it wouldn't 
be fair to ask them to appear in the ads 
when we knew what the Edmonton 
transit union’s position was on the A- 
Channel strike.” —Dan RusiNsTEIN 


JUSTICE 
Hauling their butts into 
court 


MONTREAL—Canadian tobacco giant 
JTl-Macdonald, already embroiled in 
two of the largest corporate lawsuits in 


the country’s history, is about to find its 
legal situation getting a whole lot worse 


over the next few months. The Quebec 
government is set to take the firm to 
court in order to recover more than $1 
billion in what the province claims are 
unpaid taxes on smuggled tobacco 
products sold over the last decade. 

The latest suit will be officially set 
into motion once an audit of JTI-Mac- 
donald is completed by the Quebec 
Revenue Department, according to the 
Canadian Press. The provincial govern- 
ment has requested manufacturing 
and distribution documents from the 
firm for the period extending from 
1990 to 1994, when it is alleged that 
smuggling was at its peak. Apparently 
the Quebec government was aware 
that this smuggling was occurring 
even back then, which forced Quebec 
to slash its tobacco taxes in 1994 to 
offset the $573 million it would lose in 
the next fiscal year on contraband. 

JTl is already being taken to task by 
the federal government to the tune of 
$1.5 billion in unpaid taxes on contra- 
band tobacco that JT! allegedly smug- 
gled across the U.S. border into Canada 
in the 1990s, a move the feds are call- 
ing one of the largest cases of corporate 
fraud in Canadian history. And round- 
ing out the triumvirate of lawsuits, JTI 
also finds itself named as one of three 
defendants in another landmark case 
being dubbed the largest class action 
suit in Canadian history, which kicked 
off in Toronto on Monday. The plaintiffs 
(information as to exactly how many 
was not made available) are each seek- 
ing $1 million in damages on the 
charge that Canada’s big tobacco dis- 
torted and hid the ill effects of smoking 
from the general public until 1972. 

Thus far, however, JT has refused to 
release the requested documents to the 
Quebec government, citing the Quebec 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which 
states that a company is not mandated 
to release information that could be used 
to incriminate it. Not that they have any- 
thing to hide, of course—according to a 
JTI spokesperson, the request is “exces- 
sive, arbitrary, onerous and totally 
unwarranted.” —Curis Bouret 


OFF THE 


HEALTH 


Gov’t to regulate 
natural medicines 


OTTAWA—The federal government will 
start paying much closer attention to the 
potential dangers of natural medicines. 

Up until this year, the sale of medici- 
nal herbs, natural powders and roots 
was unregulated, even though it’s possi- 
ble for people to develop serious health 
problems—through allergies, overdoses 
or other adverse reactions—from taking 
these items, just as they would from 
medicines purchased through a pharma- 
cist. So earlier this month, Health Cana- 
da launched a new six-year plan to 
regulate all natural health products; until 
now, natural remedies found everywhere 
from health food stores to supermarket 
shelves were not subject to the same 
guidelines as pharmaceuticals. When the 
program’s phase-in period is complete, 
all herbal and natural medicines will have 
to carry a Natural Product Number 
(NPN), similar to the Drug Identification 
Number (DIN) used for ail prescription 
drugs. These numbers list the exact 
dosages of all the natural ingredients per 
tablet, capsule or serving. 

“Not all products state the species of 
plant or plant part on their labels, which 
adds to the challenges of reporting and 
assessing ARs [adverse reactions] associ- 
ated with herbal medicines,” states a 
new report from Health Canada. More- 
over, doctors will be obligated to report 
any adverse reactions their patients have 
to natural remedies. Producers will also 
have to list any ARs they know of 
through their research. 

The report also shows off data 
Health Canada has collected over the 
last five years on some of the possible 
nasty side effects from three of the most 
popular natural remedies: echinacea, 
gingko balboa and St. John’s wort. 

Over the last five years, Health 
Canada has logged 23 adverse reac- 
tions from echinacea users, including 
allergic reactions that ranged from 
swelling of tongue and lips to anaphy- 


lactic reaction. 

Health Canada received 21 com- 
plaints about gingko balboa, many of 
those to do with its ability to block the 
blood clotting process. Those include a 
patient who died of a gastrointestinal 
hemorrhage after taking gingko for two 
years along with other incompatible 
drugs. As well, there were reports of a 
patient who suffered a stroke after mix- 
ing gingko with ASA. Because of gingko’s 
ability to inhibit clotting, it shouldn’t be 
taken within 36 hours of surgery. 

More complaints were received 
about St. John’s wort. “There were 45 
reports of suspected ARs associated 
with St. John’s wort,” states the report. 
“The most common reactions involved 
central and peripheral nervous system 
disorders and psychiatric disorders.” 
While these AR numbers are small, they 
do show that users must exercise cau- 
tion when using natural remedies and 
must realize that not all natural prod- 
ucts interact well with other drugs. 

Health Canada’s program comes 
hot on the heels of the U.S. govern- 
ment’s decision to ban ephedra, a 
derivative of an Asian root which con- 
tains ephedrine, a stimulant which 
opens bronchial passages. Ephedrine is 
used as an energy booster in many 
natural diet supplements because it 
causes the heart to work even harder 
and faster during a workout. But 
ephedrine has also been pinpointed by 
the American Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration Health as a cause of strokes and 
heart attacks. Ephedra has also been 
used as an ingredient in asthma med- 
ications as well as over-the-counter 
nasal mists—read the ingredients! 

These moves in the United States 
and Canada reflect a change in atti- 
tude. We're finally beginning to real- 
ize that the linking the terms “natural 
products” and “good for you” isn’t 
necessarily a good idea. Before taking 
any kind of natural medicine, you 
should consult a doctor first—the 


stuff you find at the health food store 


can have some nasty side effects too. 
—STEVEN SANDOR 
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By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


Breakfast of champions 


Most of us do it every day, to much 
less fanfare. But when Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Martin had breakfast with 
U.S. President George W. Bush at 
the Summit of the Americas in Mon- 
terrey, Mexico earlier this week—the 
most important meal of the year— 
the eyes of Canada Were watching. 
On the eve of the “historic” 
breakfast meeting, the CBC’s main 
man in Mexico told us Monday 
night, political pundits were eagerly 
anticipating the most rudimentary 
of visual clues. Body language, 
Keith Boag reported on The Nation- 
al, would tell us everything. !f Mar- 
tin was smiling after breakfast, it 
wouldn’t be on account of his eggs. 
Or gas. A smile, according to Boag, 
would signify that our two nations 
are breakfast buddies once more. 
Of course Martin was smiling 
after his first face-to-face meeting 
with Bush—that’s what Important 
White Guys do in these situations. 
They sit in leather armchairs, pat 
each other's backs, shake hands and 
“share laughs,” as the photo cap- 
tions so nicely put it. They do not, 
however, roll up their sleeves and get 
down to the gritty details of interna- 
tional politics. You don’t make deci- 
sions that affect millions of people 
and billions of dollars in half an hour. 
That happens behind very €losed 
doors, very far from the cameras. 
Martin did emerge from breakfast 
with news that Canadian companies 
will be permitted to bid on the sec- 
ond round of reconstruction contracts 
in Iraq. He also announced that Amer- 
ican officials promise to inform 
Ottawa whenever they deport a 
Canadian citizen to some far-off land. 
Oh, but that pledge (which Martin 
deemed “unprecedented”) actually 
came earlier, in a letter U.S. Secretary 
of State Colin Powell sent to Foreign 
Affairs Minister Bill Graham. And the 
corporate bidding about-face was also 
a done deal; just a couple hours after 
the meeting, two Toronto companies 
had already landed jobs in Iraq. 
(Beside, talk about Bush using the car- 
rot-and-stick approach! How will Mar- 
tin even consider opposing the next 
American invasion when it’s so clear 
who holds the economic hammer?) 
So what exactly did Martin and — 
Bush discuss? Well, CP reported — 
that they joked about sports, with 
Martin saying the Basstemiava x 
president “ought be ; 
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Cobblery 


Continued from page 4 


recycling the shoes and boots instead 
of repairing them,” he says. “And 
they don’t understand that three 
pairs of cheap shoes are going to be 
more expensive than a good pair of 
shoes.” 

Across town at Callingwood Shoe 
Repair, cobbler Zoltan Szentesi has a 
few thoughts on what's fuelling this 
trend. “It’s society,” he says bluntly. 
“They like things made quickly and 
cheaply, the best deal going. They 
don’t care if you’re in business next 
week or next month—they want a 
deal right now. It’s the same here 
when they bargain for cheaper.” 

Szentesi built up his business 
after leaving Hungary to settle in 
Canada. He scratches his chin with 


Kawasaki 


and the 
Edmonton 
Motorcycle_—~ 


Show present 


the dull side of a knife as he muses. 
“But I have expenses,” he continues. 
“I have to live, I have to pay rent 
and buy materials. [People] just want 
the cheapest price possible. And next 
time, if you don’t have it, they'll go 
somewhere else. Look at Wal-Mart— 
they don’t sell good quality. What 
they sell is cheap, so they put every- 
body else out of business.” 

Like Orchard, Szentesi believes 
cheap shoes, despite their low cost, 
are generally a waste of money in the 
long run. “If you go out there and 
buy a decent pair of shoes, they’re 
going to last,” he says. “I have a pair 
of shoes 16 years old. And if you 
divide the price it costs to buy with 
the number of years you have them, 
you can have a pair of shoes for $20 
a year. It’s just cheaper than buying 
something at Payless. It doesn’t last 
and it looks silly and doesn’t breathe 


and isn’t comfortable, either.” 

A small segment of the market 
does continue to buy quality 
footwear, and it’s these people who 
are keeping Szentesi and Orchard in 
business. While their shops survive, 
several other local shoe-repair busi- 
nesses have closed in the last few 
years. The shoe-repair chain where 
Szentesi worked before opening his 
own shop has also gone out of busi- 
ness. “Every business goes in cycles,” 
says Orchard. “I don’t think any 
business keeps growing continuous- 
ly. They all have slumps somewhere 
along the line.” 

Cobblery was once taught at a few 
trade schools in Alberta, but Orchard 
tells me this is no longer the case. 
After spending hours surfing the 
Internet and making calls, I can’t con- 
firm that any school in the province 
offers a shoe-repair program today. 
Orchard suspects that the trade may 
no longer be taught in Canada at all; 
Szentesi says he once took courses at a 
Vancouver trade school, but that 
school has been closed for at least a 
dozen years. Several years ago, a trade 
school approached Orchard about 
teaching a shoe repair course, but a 
lack of interest in the class meant 
nothing came of it. 


LIKE AN OLD TIN of shoe polish, all 
my leads dried up. It seems that on- 
the-job training is the only way to 
learn this trade. Despite the declin- 
ing cobbler community and the 
abundance of throwaway shoes, 
however, I still feel that the trade 
may linger. 

On many occasions at the cobbler 
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shop I've had the pleasure of seeing 
the faces of customers light up bliss- 
fully when they’re told that their 
favourite pair of lime-green shoes can 
be salvaged, that the worn-down 
heels of their brogues can be restored 
to their former glory. People are 
attached to the weirdest things; a 
purse with a transparent pocket filled 
with glittery sand and seashells is my 
prime example, and I’ve seen cus- 
tomers bring a diverse collection of 
the prettiest, ugliest, tackiest and 
most unremarkable—and remark- 
able—items in for repair. (Pink hiking 
boots with stiletto heels. Shoes with 
really pointy toes extending four inch- 
es beyond the tip of the foot. A pair of 
fireplace bellows that Orchard con- 
vinced me was a Ukrainian accordion. 
A leather case for a feather made for 
an aboriginal ceremony.) 


It’s because of all this that I think 
there’s hope for an old-timey trade 
lost in a world of glittering, shiny 
things. Wal-Mart and Payless may 
reign, but there are still people who 
hate shopping enough to invest in 
quality. And there are enough 
wealthy, designer-shoe-wearing fash- 
ionistas whose Pradas will eventually 
need repair, their heels worn down on 
mysterious trips to New York. There 
will always be kids’ backpacks in need 
of sewing, beloved dog-chewed slip- 
pers in need of reviving and hooker 
boots in need of sturdier heels. 

In the end, in spite of globaliza- 
tion and the proliferation of cheap 
product, there will always be people 
who love their stuff. And I’m confi- 
dent that there will always be a need 
for cobblers, even eccentric student 
cobblers like me. © 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


They got Games 


I'd be mighty upset if | were a faggot 
living in either Chicago or Los Angeles, 
the two bidding cities suckered by the 
Federation of Gay Games to replace 
Montreal as the host of the 2006 Gay 
Games. Because if the Gay Games are 
the Uganda of the sports world, then 
the FGG is Idi Amin. 

Montreal spent more than 
$500,000 to win the right to host the 
2006 games. But my home city lost the 
event after the banana republic dicta- 
tors at the FGG decided last autumn 
that Montreal’s winning bid wasn’t 
good enough (in the 2001 balloting 
Montreal won with 31 votes, compared 
to 13 for Atlanta, 11 for Chicago and 
one for L.A.). | can think of a plenty of 
worthier causes in both Chicago and 
L.A. that deserve to be lavished with 
their hard-earned cash. 

“We are pleased that members of 
the Los Angeles and Chicago bidding 
organizations are demonstrating their 
enthusiasm to host the Gay Games,” 
Paris-based FGG co-president Roberto 
Mantaci said in a press release. 

If | were Mantaci, | wouldn’t be 
pleased—t’d be relieved. After all, to 
quote a Nike billboard at the 1996 
Atlanta Summer Olympic Games, you 
don’t win the silver medal. 

Still, if the folks in Chicago and L.A. 
have learned nothing from history, 
that’s their problem. In a lesson that 
should be studied by every city across 
Canada, I’m more upset by the fact 
that Montreal’s good name has been 
tarnished in the press worldwide. 

That’s because it took a decade of 
hard work—primarily on the part of two 
Montreal organizations, Bad Boy Club 
Montreal and their famed Black and 
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Blue Festival (their ™ 
first B&B circuit © 
party was held in 
1991), and Montre- 
al’s Gay Pride orga- 
nization Divers/Cité, 
whose parade has 
swelled from 5,000 
marchers in 1993 to 
more than a million 
Participants last 
summer. Clearly, a 
lot of other events of 
great import to the 
gay community 
happened in Mon- 
treal before BBCM 
and Divers/Cité 


came along, but (eEWaeE n= co-president Mark Tewksbury 


none did more for 
that city’s sterling gay reputation than 
those two. | know because, back in 
1995, | was one of the organizers of 
Divers/Cité. That year, Divers/Cité co- 
founder Puelo Deir and | wore our best 
suits and ties to meet with a faggot 
(who shall remain nameless) who 
worked at Tourisme Montréal. We were 
looking for any kind of support to help 
our fledgling organization. These were 
the days when, believe it or not, even 
gay community leaders were taking 
bets on how few people Divers/Cité 
would draw. 

When we gave the bottle-blond 
Tourisme Montreal faggot a bunch of 
Divers/Cité T-shirts that had cost our 
non-profit, all-volunteer organization a 
pretty penny, he actually held one up 
and said, “What the hell is 
Divers/Cité?” 

If ever one could make a case for 
gay bashing, this motherfucker was it. 

Divers/Cité never did get any help 
from Tourisme Montréal that year, 
but fortunately the faggot was trans- 
ferred somewhere where he could 
work with straight folks. Then, when 
Divers/Cité (like Black and Blue) start- 
ed drawing thousands of tourists, 
people started to take notice. Even 
homophobes like it when homos 
spend money in their boutiques. 

Tourisme Montréal finally came to 
their senses and not only jumped on 
the gay bandwagon but also developed 
a gay-marketing blueprint since copied 
by every city from Toronto to Philadel- 
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phia to Miami. And why not? Dykes 
and faggots spend billions of dollars 
travelling each year and no gay organi- 
zation has capitalized on that more 
than the Federation of Gay Games. 
Even Team New York—and don’t for- 
get, the disastrous 1994 New York City 
Gay Games lost $1 million, for which 
Montreal paid the ultimate price—has 
thrown its support behind Chicago in 
the FGG-sanctioned race for 2006. 

“We wish our competitors in Los 
Angeles the best of luck as they pre- 
pare their bid materials,” Chicago 
organizers stated last week. “We [also] 
want to say to our brothers and sisters 
in Montreal that we also wish them 
only the best as they prepare for their 
own event in the summer of 2006. 
The worldwide GLBT sports move- 
ment is enhanced by a spirit of co- 
operation and we commit ourselves to 
a relationship that is constructive and 
forward-thinking.” 

Constructive and forward-thinking? 
The FGG? 

| don’t know who’s the bigger 
idiot—the bottle-blond Tourisme Mon- 
tréal faggot, the control freaks who run 
the FGG or the poor sods bidding for 
the 2006 games. 

All | know is that | believe Montre- 
al’s bid for the 2006 Gay Games and 
the unforgivable consequences have 
tarnished Montreal's good name. And 
when the FGG votes on March 1 for 
their new 2006 host city, yet another 
metropolis will pay the price. © 
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Day 12, the Grande Finale 
Saturday, January 24, 7 pm 
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Books, 12433-102 Ave., $12 door 

¢ Eleven poets chosen by audience from previous Days of 
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e Tribute to Robbie Burns, Tim Cusack 
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regarded as one of Alberta's finest! Come out and boogie! 
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Haiku Ho 


ARIES CG, 
(Mar 21-Apr 19) 

You've got to get one 

Of those crazy wild Pop Tarts 
For your new best friend 


‘April 20-May : 


(Oct 23-Nov 21) 
Feeling old? Regain 

~_ Apure, childlike innocence 
Through senility 


—— 


Harasses you one more time 
1 think you'll lose it 


GEMINI 

(May 21-june 20) 
There aren’t enough nice 
People in the world; move to 
Another planet 


(Nov 22-Dec 21) 
if that talking dog 


So CAPRICORN 

(Dec 22-Jan 19) 

Did you read this first 
Because you're a Capricorn? 
: You're also stupid 


CANCER 
{June 21-July 22) 
Though you may not be 
Much of a looker you are 
A mighty fine thief 
Pao ni 
LEO 7 
(July 23-Aug 22) 
If your booty starts 
To shake you do not have to 
Contact your doctor 


7 AQUARIUS 
Yan 20-Feb 18) A, 

~ Donot feed that duck 

He'll just sell the food and buy 

A lot of whiskey 


VIRGO 

(Aug 23-Sept 22) 

You are a rare breed 
Haif-woman, half-polar bear 
Beware of fire ants 


= PISCES 
+ (Feb 19-Mar 20) * 
—— Fish don’t have feelings 
_ But you know all about that 
_ You sociopath 


by Jonathan Bail, Registered Fraud, www.jonathanball.com 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


Candid Camelot 


Let me tell you about the genesis of 
Edmonton’s Fringe Festival, that signa- 
ture event that put the city on the 
international cultural map. It wasn’t 
born out of strategic visioning or a 
series of carefully crafted and vetted 
grant applications. No, it was born in a 
flash, by sheer wonderful accident. 
There was $50,000 left over in the 
city’s festival budget in February 1982 
and they needed to find something to 
spend it on—fast. So the Summerfest 
people talked to Brian Paisley who ran 
the Chinook Touring Theatre, who 
spoke with Jim DeFelice at the U of A 
Drama department... and the rest was 
history. “R&D” seed money, you see, 
opens up untold possibilities. 

This mind-blowing example, in a 
nutshell, encapsulates the Alberta zeit- 
geist a mere 20 years ago—risk-taking, 
excitable, smart. In the 1970s and early 
‘80s, arts and cultural groups didn’t 
need to expend the best of their ener- 
gies justifying their existence; they 
were respected and supported and 
flourished out of all proportion. There 
was money, but more importantly, 
there was vision in abundance. 

Birthing the Fringe is just one of 
the quiet detonations in store for 
readers of Fil Fraser’s terrific book 
Alberta's Camelot: Culture and the 
Arts in the Lougheed Years (Lone 
Pine), which has been on Edmonton 
bestseller lists since its launch in 
November. In part a memoir of Fras- 
er’s diverse arts career in Alberta, it is 
more a memoir of times when “Alber- 
ta had a progressive red Tory govern- 
ment that believed the province’s 
wealth wouldn’t mean much in the 
long term if did not also nurture the 
spirit of the people.” The book 
sketches the political/cultural tenor of 
the Social Credit years (1935-1971) 
and the blast of fresh air the 
Lougheed Tories brought in 1971. 
This ushered in a provincial cultural 
renaissance, during which Alberta 
had the highest per capita spending 
on culture in Canada. Fraser’s fact- 
packed narrative gathers momentum 
through insightful stories of the work 
of some of the catalytic local parti- 
sans of the period: central figures like 
Peter and Jeanne Lougheed, culture 
minister Horst Schmid, Joe Shoctor 
and Mel Hurtig, without forgetting 
those such as Walter Kaasa and Eliza- 
beth Sterling Haynes. 

Fraser worked on the book for 
about a year, conducting interviews 
and scouring the Provincial Archives 


and the extensive personal archives of 


Schmid and Lougheed. But he was 
already ideally placed to write book 
about the intricacies of cultural com- 
mentary, fundraising and arts organiza- 
_ tion management. Raised in Montreal, 
Fraser moved to Edmonton in 1965, 
and worked for all the major radio and 
television broadcasters and produced 


feature films like the Why Shoot the 
Teacher in 1976 (the first feature film 
shot in Alberta by Albertans) and The 
Hounds of Notre Dame (1981). He has 
also sat on a great number of national 
cultural commissions and arts institu- 
tion boards. 

Alberta’s Camelot examines the 
successes of the Lougheed years as 
well as the “Klein Revolution,” when 
things fell apart. In 1994, there was 
the “amputation of funding” to 
CKUA, Canada’s oldest public broad- 
caster, and the privatization of 
ACCESS television. The stupidest 
move may have been the obliteration 
of the Alberta Motion Picture Devel- 
opment Corporation in 1996, which 
effectively doomed Alberta’s film and 
television industry. “Do the arith- 
metic,” says Fraser. “What they 
thought they saved in funding 
[$3,000,000] was nowhere near what 
they lost in revenue from all of the 
taxable activity film production gen- 
erated. The government was totally 
focussed on the deficit and deaf to 
the criticism. They cut off their noses 
to spite their faces.” To Fraser's list, 
I'd like to add the slow financial 
strangulation of the Glenbow Muse- 
um in Calgary, a gift to the province 
in 1966. One gets the impression that 
Alberta has the can-do spirit for one- 
off start-ups but not the genius for 
long-term support. 

“This book is political to the 
extent it holds up the era as a model 
for what governments should do,” 
Fraser explains. “The times when the 
arts are flourishing we become bet- 
ter. The great example is Quebec, 
which blew out of the repressive 


Duplessis era and has culturally never 
looked back. If you support culture 
you get a richer society.” He points 
to the long-lost program that 
matched individual donations to arts 
groups with provincial dollars as par- 
ticularly innovative. The fiscal 
accountability required to access 
these funds produced a whole gener- 
ation of strong arts administrators in 
the province. Can you believe there 
was once a similar provincial pro- 
gram to match private donations to 
foreign aid organizations? And then 
there was the financing of the Cano- 
dian Encyclopedia (1985), a gift to the 
nation in honour of Alberta’s 75th 
anniversary. These broad-minded and 
large-spirited initiatives put the lie to 
the NEP-fixated, isolationist stereo- 
types of 1970s Alberta. 

A recent Canadian Conference of 
the Arts meeting in Halifax—“How the 
Arts Inspire Innovative Societies” — 
shows the continuing struggle for the 
arts nationally and provincially. As per 
the corporate model, every bit of pub- 
lic support (branded “subsidies”) for 
culture must be endlessly justified with 
economic impact surveys and studies, 
none of which have the hope of sway- 
ing the common-sense deadwood in 
the Klein regime. Does the oil sector 
have to justify the massive subsidies it 
receives in the form of laughably low 
provincial royalties? What Alberta’s 
Camelot shows is that the Lougheed 
government took its job and the peo- 
ple it represented seriously. Of course, 
Alberta's cultural sector has made do 
and carried on as best it could. But— 
and this makes my heart ache—what 
could it have been? © 
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2004 already looks better than 2003 did 
for Oiler fans. The Oilers have piled up 
nine out of a possible 14 points this cal- 
endar year. The last week alone saw a 3- 
0 win over Mike Comrie and his new 
Philadelphia Flyer teammates, a 1-0 loss 
the next day in Washington and a 4-2 
win at home over the Florida Panthers. 


John: Edmonton finished their recent 
road trip with three wins, two losses and 
a point in an overtime loss, which would 
lead an optimist to say that it was a suc- 
cessful road trip. But it’s hard to be opti- 
mistic right now if you're an Oiler fan. 
They lost a couple of games that they 
should have won. True, they got points 
out of a couple of games that they 
weren’t expected to, but when you're 
still fighting for a playoff spot, you have 
to win the games you’re expected to 
and pull off a few upset victories besides. 

Dave: The game in Long Island was 
certainly one to forget. The Oilers could 
have easily walked out of that match 
with a tie after a clutch goal by Cory 
Cross (who has been trying hard to look 
like unlikely Montreal point-getter Shel- 
don Souray with a handful of points 
lately) but had to settle for a disappoint- 
ing 3-2 loss after a late power play goal 
by the Islanders. At least that game was 
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By DAVID YOUNG 
ano JOHN TURNER 


somewhat interesting. The game in 
Washington was like watching a chess 
match by comparison. If Ryan Smyth 
and Jaromir Jagr had staged a Rock 
Paper Scissors contest in the middle of 
the ice, and that would have provided 
more drama then the 1-0 snoozer the 
two teams gave us last Sunday. Come 
to think of it, a few years ago both Jagr 
and Smyth could have used the Scissors, 
considering their mullets. 

John: | guess the game that every- 
one was looking forward to seeing was 
the one in Philadelphia last Saturday. 
And it was only available on pay-per- 
view—who’s the marketing genius 
working for the Oilers? Mike Comrie 
came out shooting blanks and, aside 
from a few people who work for the 
Brick Warehouse in upper management 
positions, there wasn’t a single person 
in Edmonton who felt bad for him. The 
Oil had a lot of help from Salo in beat- 
ing the Flyers 3-0 and it’s finally looking 
like he belongs in the NHL again. 

Dave: It’s great to see flashes of 
the old Tommy Salo. You know, the 
Salo who was in the All-Star Game and 


in the Olympics. The Salo who earned - 


every cent of his $3.5 million salary 
backstopping the Oilers despite a 
defensive system you couldn’t exactly 


-call airtight. No matter what you do 


with your team you need solid goal- 
tending. Detroit may have some of the 


best goal-scorers in hockey, but they 
always make sure someone capable is 
in net. Colorado had Patrick Roy as 
well. Your goalie can win or lose games 
for you. No other player faces that 
much pressure. 

John: Edmonton started a short 
two-game home stand (one where 
they needed to win both games) with 
a win against Florida on Tuesday. Scor- 
ing two power play goals put them 
over 10 per cent on the season, solidly 
holding on to the 29th spot, ahead of 
Carolina. It’s hard to gauge what this 
win means because the Panthers 
looked horrible and Salo let in two soft 
goals... but they did get the win. If 
they keep this up they'll probably miss 
the playoffs by only a few points. 

Dave: What’s March without 
another tight playoff race in the West? 
It makes so many games important, 
and not just the Oiler games. Why else 
would we watch the ticker for 
Nashville or Anaheim results? It gives 
Oiler fans something to talk about 
other than nights out in New York. The 
recent rookie dinner in the Big Apple (a 
team tradition) was blown way out of 
proportion. So what if a few players 
went out and spent $20,000? Have 
you seen their salaries? They're young 
kids with cash to burn and they took in 
one of the most exciting cities in the 
world. | would too. Besides, the whole 
tale was obviously exaggerated, as 
you’d expect from a New York gossip 
column. The story mentioned the play- 
ers left a beefy $6,000 tip at the restau- 
rant they visited. As a bartender for 
many years in my day job, | know the 
Oiler players don’t tip that well. It must 
have been fiction. O 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Diversity Shines Through at the Arts Centre 


Since 1973, the City Arts Centre has 
provided city folk with the opportu- 
nity to take part in various visual 
and performing arts, crafts and 
hobby programs. This year is no 
exception as Edmontonians can par- 
ticipate in everything from the ever- 
popular 10-week pottery classes to 
courses in yoga (for adults and kids), 
dance, painting, cooking and even 
alternative health. But the Arts Cen- 
tre isn’t sitting on its laurels and 
continues to expand the selection of 
classes it offers this semester with 
new ventures into the realms of 
music, dance and culture. 

Teressa Johnson, the centre pro- 
grammer, is especially proud of two new 
classes that focus on traditional Indian 


instruments and dance. 

One class is an introductory look at 
tabla, an instrument that resembles two 
small drums-played with your fingers 
while one sits cross-legged. It’s an instru- 
ment commonly featured in works by 
the likes of Ravi Shankar and even some 
Beatles songs that were influenced by 
Indian music. As an added treat, stu- 
dents will be able to learn from a master 
of tabla, Cassius Khan. Cassius is well- 
known across Canada, and has played 
around Edmonton with such notables as 
Bill Bourne and at venues such as the 
Heritage Days festival. Cassius originally 
approached Johnson through a friend 
who had told him about the centre with 
the idea of teaching. 

"I have experienced seeing the tabla 


EDMONTON 


being played at various concerts and 
appreciated the art form. I knew this was 
a rare opportunity," says Johnson. 

The other class is also for beginners, 
but will explore the realm of physical 
performance with Kathak. This classical 
form of Indian dance is derived from 
ancient storytelling wherein the dancer 
uses symbolic gestures such as hand 
movements, facial expressions and body 
language to convey the story. It comple- 
ments the tabla course nicely, as the 
thythms of Kathak closely follow that of 
tabla. Like the tabla course, the Kathak 
course will be taught by an experienced 
instructor who has performed locally: 
Amika Kushwaha. 

"There is no one offering these types 
of classes in Edmonton, except for 


maybe at their home," says Johnson, 
"These experiences are unique and a rare 
opportunity, especially to be taught’by a 
master like Cassius Khan." 

The inclusion of these courses is 
part of a shift by the centre that has tra- 
ditionally taught more visual and less 
performance-oriented arts. "I’m a new 
programmer at the Centre—the last three 
years,” Johnson says. "My background is 
certainly on the performance side. I’m 
bringing more of thar to the Centre and 
helping to diversify the programs. For 
example, yoga and Pilates weren’t 
offered but there-was a need for it in the 
community because they are very popu- 
lar and they've filled up to the point that 
there are waiting lists." 

While the Centre already explores 


other cultures through skills in areas 
like cooking (especially with the shop, 
cook and eat series for Thai and Japan- 
ese food). They’ve even added an Indian 
Shopping and Cooking Experience 
course this year. 

The best part of all, unlike some 
educational opportunities, is that there 
isn’t the stress that comes with being 
graded. "There’s no pressure,” says John- 
son, “and without that I almost think 
you can do better than if you have to 
sweat all the time over an exam People 
feel more at ease." 

For more info about the classes call 
496-6955. If you want to check out a perfor- 
mance by Cassius he will be performing ar 
the centre on February 7 at 8:00 p.m.. Call 
Cassius at 478-3420 for more info. 


www.edmonton.ca/cityartscentre ° 10943-84 Avenue © 496-6955 


Begin your creative journey today at the 


City Arts Centre 


WINTER CLASSES 
‘Tabla © | 
__. Afare opportunity to learn how to play this 
from the talented master 


- Indian instrument 


Cassius Khan. 


Learn t 
froma 


Aw 


Intro 


his classical form of dance derived 
nicent storytelling from India. 


__ paintings or enhance other art forms. 


to, 
7. 


_ tone, flexi 


fA Apt betes 


UARY 15-21, 2004 


PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


Speaking of menus, I’m loving the finely chopped fresh parsley, it’s 
Lighthouse’s lunch edition. The level incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, but it 
Price per person, before tax and tip of sophistication is greater than I'd doesn’t weigh me down at all, which 
$ —Less than $10 anticipated, what with the red Peru- —_ is good because | have a pickerel fillet 

$$ —$10to $20 vian trout and Cajun prawn pizza. And _ on the way. (Note: you can get a big- 

$$$ —$20 to $30 the dinner menu is even more in- ger portion of the bisque as a meal. | 

$$$$ | —$30 and up depth, featuring a list of stuff that saw one come out of the kitchen. 
makes my mouth water—paella, Huge.) "That's a good choice," the 

Hawaiian bigeye tuna, bouillabaisse _ server tells me as | order the fish, pre- 
BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET and California striped bass with a _ pared in a tangerine butter and served 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE mandarin fennel glaze. Very nice. And ‘with green apple relish. The large, 


7331-104 St. * 433-0091 the wine list seems reasonably priced, colourful plate features the northern 
5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 too—I see a bottle of Australian Rose- Alberta pickerel, a side of rice anda 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills | mount shiraz-cabernet is $23 and! medley of vegetables. Not just your 
e 
jan 15, 16 x 17 
. 


the air, and the East Coast music in know the same bottle will run you _—_ cheap, run-of-the-mill veggies, either, 
e e 
the jon mecaslin trio 


the background makes me feel as about $14 or so in the liquor store, so but a mix of red pepper, snow peas, 
(*7 cover) 


though I’ve been suddenly transport- _Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy zucchini, cauliflower, broccoli, carrots 
jan22 mo lefever 


fol - four rooms 


restaurant and lounge 


Y KeymeyIN S 102 ave. - 100a st. 


137 edmonton city centre east 


aa lounge 426-4767 


ed to the Rock. I’m searching for the with the markup. Being the soup and squash. The pickerel is good and 
words to describe the dining area, a _ junkie that | am, | start off with a small tender, the white meat flaking apart as 
compact section featuring artistic bowl of lobster bisque. The lovely you gently prod it with the fork. I’m 
depictions of fish and unsurprisingly, orange mixture is described as having missing something, though. And 
lighthouses. Then it hits me: "rustic been prepared in the traditional unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me 
oceanic atmosphere." (Okay, so that’s French style, with cognac, cream and until later that there was no green 
what it says on the menu. So sue me.) _rich lobster broth, Topped with some apple relish on the side. Damn. It 
would’ve tasted great with the picker- 
el... which is probably why it appears 
on the menu in the first place, right? 
Still, | douse the fish with some lemon 
and it’s just fine. Average Price: $$$ 
(Reviewed 11/13/03) 


LEVA 

11053-86 Ave ¢ 433-LEVA 

As soon as | walk into Leva, my eyes 
lock on the impressive-looking Sicilian 
cannolis behind the counter—I 
haven’t seen old-school pastries like 
that in a long, long time. | instantly 
decide that after a relaxing, late after- 
noon bite, I'll be trying one. The main 
menu items are things like homemade 
thin-crust pizzas and tramezzinis, 


casts aE . i : 
945.4747 which are grilled sandwiches. But | 
2 ~ for reservations notice some unique items too, like the 
: x and inquiries biscottis—lemon pistachio or anise- 


flavoured. Very cool. There’s also a 
nice array of imported beers and Ital- 
= Thornton ian wines, like the Nipozzano Chianti, 

@elthaae s (lca a fantastic choice I’ve enjoyed on a 
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they’re out, so | go for the potato 
salad. He says I'll like it. The tramezzini 
is incredible and I'll tell you why: I’ve 
had the chicken and pesto combo at 
other places and usually it’s chicken 
loaf that comes with it. Not at Leva. 
Real, tender chicken breast, sliced 
thinly, combined with a tasty pesto 
and cheese. (I believe Antonio said it 
was Edam.) And the perfectly spherical 
scoop of potato salad is excellent— 
Antonio has left the skin on the pota- 
toes, which | like, and he’s mixed in a 
few artichokes too. He’s also finished it 
all off with a drizzle of olive oil and 
some grated cheese on top. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 10/02/03) 


MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave * 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking 
sweets and baked goods, sandwiches 
are pretty much the order of the day 
at Mill Creek Café. Kate orders the 
Montreal smoked meat sandwich, 
while | eventually get around to 
choosing the salmon salad. Then 
come the questions. "Swiss, cheddar 
or cream cheese?" the counter girl 
asks. Kate says Swiss, | say cream. 
"Tomato, cucumber and sprouts?" 
Yup. "Pickles?" Sure. "Hot, honey or 
Dijon mustard?" Kate says yes to the 
former and after a bit of deliberation, 
| pass, figuring there’s no need to add 
mustard to the salmon. "Mayo and 
butter?" Neither. Mill Creek bakes 
everything fresh each day and as | 
attempt to wrap my mouth around 
the massive slices of grainy whole 
wheat bread with pieces of carrot in 
it, | think to myself that it looks awful- 
ly inviting. | had taken note of the 
fact that Kate asked for hot mustard 
and | patiently awaited her reaction. 
Sure enough, it came. "Whoa," she 
says after the first or second bite. It’s 
actually really hot stuff—t try a nibble 
and some of the mustard actually 
burns a small nick on my lip. These 
sandwiches are huge and because 
baked goods are in our immediate 
future, we pack up the remainders 
and head back to the counter. This 
time, I’m only slightly more deci- 


your Sleeves, 
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sive—a piece of chocolate cherry loaf 
(a mere buck and change) and a slice 
of lemon meringue pie, though the 
chocolate peanut butter bars were 
crying out at me. Average Price: $ 
(Reviewed 12/04/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St * 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, "is that other than the 
track, there’s not a bigger cavalcade of 
problem gamblers anywhere." How 
prophetic. Just as we sit down in front 
of one of the many massive TV screens 
with the game on (they have the sound 
up for the NFL tilt as opposed to the 
CFL playoff game, which in a way is too 
bad), | can’t help but notice the freak- 
show going on one table over. The guy 
in question is wearing a leather tri- 
coloured Miami Dolphins hat, his dirty 
jeans are wide open and his ample gut 
is hanging out, and in between ner- 
vously sipping coffee, hauling on ciga- 
rettes and choosing plays on his QB1 
machine, he appears to be rubbing 
himself down, head included, with a 
bottle of Absorbine Jr. But I’m.more 
chuffed about the meager order of hot, 
boneless wings that we start out with. 
Nine bucks and there’s nothing more 
than a handful of overdone, deep-fried 
chicken chunks with some hot sauce 
and a side of ranch. Luckily, one my 
superstars has already scored a touch- 
down so I’m in a good mood, just like 
the hardcore Canadian fans celebrating 
Saskatchewan’s route of Winnipeg. The 
quality slightly improves with the next 
round of eats. | go with the peppercorn 
Jack burger, while Steve tries the 
spolumbo submarine sandwich. | 
haven’t had a burger in a while, so it’s a 
treat to sink into the big patty, which 
was seasoned with—get this—"course" 
Pepper and a Jack Daniels barbecue 
sauce. | wonder for a second if the typo 
was on purpose. Nah. My mixed 
greens on the side have about as much 
spring as the Blue Bombers offence, but 
the crispy order of kettle chips makes 
up for it. The homemade chips are nice 
and hot, served with a bowl of a real 
spicy onion, cream cheese dip. It’s defi- 
nitely the "play of the day" in this high- 
light package. Average Price: $ 
(Reviewed 11/06/03) 


SMOKEY JOE’S HICKORY 
SMOKEHOUSE 

15135 Stony Plain Road o 413-3379 

| figure—er, | mean, | reckon— 
Smokey Joe’s was conceived as a repli- 
ca of old-fashioned prairie cuisine, or 
at least an homage to it. License 
plates from all over the continent dot 
the walls and the menu, bound in 
wood, has headings like "Samwiches" 
and "Young Un’s Dinners.” The ranch 
theme is a little schmaltzy but for a 
guy soon to vacate the province, it’s 
enough to bring a small tear to my 
eye. The coolest thing has to be the 
pink butcher paper they use for table- 
cloths—that’s a nice touch. My 
comedic dining buddy Steve is along 
for this trail ride and he busts a gut 
when he spots the veggieburger on 
the menu. "I bet you it’s never been 
ordered," he says. Well, neither of us 
are gonna be the first so instead, we 
put all our eggs in one high-choles- 
terol basket: the sampler for two. It 
includes, in no particular order, two 
roasted quarter chickens, pork ribs, 
turkey, ham, beef and two of Smokey 
Joe’s famous ultra-hot wings. Oh, and 
garlic toast. "We're out of wings 
tonight so Ill give you another quar- 
ter chicken. Is that okay?” our host 
asks. Deal! You get your choice of 
three sides with the sampler so Steve 
and | agree on cornbread, beans and 
potato salad. | don’t notice much 
green anywhere in the restaurant so 
we see no sense in having any on our 
plate. Back a century ago, a cowboy 
wouldn't have been clamouring for a 
side salad, right? | swear there’s a 
strained look on our server’s face as 
she lugs out the plate with what 
Steve refers to as "a pile of meat" on 
it. "There, go wild," she says. All of 
the homemade barbecue sauces are 
lined up in front of us—Smokey Joe’s 
sells them on the premises, along a 
variety of the meats, including jerky— 
and it’s time to get to work. On this 
snowy, frigid night, the platter gives 
me a much-needed dose of summer- 
time. The spicy taste of the smoked 
meats, the richness of the beans and 
the creamy potato salad make me 
forget that it got dark at 4:30 p.m. 
that day. Average Price: $$-$$$ 
(Reviewed 12/11/03) 
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The only ice at this 
year’s winter fest is 
in your.drink 


By HART GOLBECK 


ery year, local and not-so-local 
media types—scoundrels from Cal- 
ary and Prince George!—are invit- 
ed to Jasper to help kick off the Jasper 
in January festival. This year was no 
different, so I cheerfully packed up 
our gear in anticipation of another 
fine weekend on the slopes. The drive 
was memorable, with the glowing 
eyes of ditch-bound 
deer and elk wel- 
coming us into 
Jasper National 
Park. Unlike last 
year, there was 
even a considerable 
amount of snow as 
we pulled into the townsite. 

There are of course the usual sales- 
style spiels and hype meetings when 
we gather, but in the end I’m there for 
one thing only: to see what the snow 
is like and find out what improve- 
ments have been made for snow 
enthusiasts flocking to Marmot Basin. 
Weather forecasters had been predict- 
ing a chance of flurries for a week but 
all had passed, leaving only a couple 
of centimetres behind. A quick trip to 
a few watering holes and a chat with 
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locals confirmed that although there 
wasn’t an abundance of snow, Mar- 
mot’s groomers were once again per- 
forming magic with what they had. 
Most runs had good coverage with 
nary a sign of ice and rocks. 


EIGHT O'CLOCK Saturday morning 
came quickly and after a speedy 
breakfast we were off to the slopes, 
arriving at 9:30 a.m., just as the lifts 
were starting to roll. Although both of 
our kids are good skiers and boarders, 
they had outgrown last year’s equip- 
ment and were on new gear, so | 
thought another lesson from a trained 
professional wouldn’t hurt. I knew it 


was going to be a great day because 
the group lessons we placed them in 
turned into private lessons since no 
one else booked into their classes. Pri- 
vate two-hour ski and boarding 
lessons for $52—what a deal. Not 
only were they being fine-tuned, but 
they could pick up some culture from 
their U.K.-born instructors as well. 

As my wife and I headed for the 
Eagle Express chair, we were greeted 
by a happy bunch of lifties who were 
relishing the seasonable tempera- 
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Big Rock reminds you not to drink and ski. 


n January 


tures. The latest -30°C cold snap had 
passed and toques were once again an 
option, not a requirement. Arriving at 
the top, however, I came upon one of 
my main pet peeves. The unloading 
area resembled the Whitemud Free- 
way at rush hour, with boarders 
ratcheting into their bindings wher- 
ever they could find a spot, all of 
them too close to the lift. Note to self: 
remind boarder son Travis about the 
fine art of leaving the unloading area 
clear for, well, unloading. 

We continued on to the Eagle 
Ridge Quad and were first in line 
with empty chairs behind us. This 
trend continued throughout the 
weekend and I 
don’t remember 
having more 
than a two-chair 
wait. I tried to 
cover most of the 
runs but I have 
my favourites 
and on this day the Paradise Run, 
Highway: Sixteen, Dromedary and 
Lift Line were the best. Even the 
Knob had good snow and since few 
skiers and boarders were carving it 
up, the locals were right about the 
no-ice conditions. No, there’s not a 
foot of powder just yet, but the 
groomed runs were great and 
Travis’s brand-new snowboard came 
home without a scratch. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Jasper in January 


Continued from previous page 


No trip to Jasper is complete with- 
out checking on the local aprés scene 
and, unlike last winter when the bars 
appeared deserted, this time around 
was decent. The local economy must 
be booming, because on Friday night 
the Dead Dog was standing room 
only, and farther down the street at 
the Downstream business was brisk as 
well. Gord Trellenberg was all smiles 
as he tended bar at the Downstream. I 
remember visiting him a couple years 
ago when they first opened their 
doors on September 12, 2001. The 
future was uncertain, not only because 
of world events but also because his 
bar was the first non-smoking estab- 
lishment in Alberta. Well, things have 
changed and a regular following keeps 
them hopping; their busiest night is 
Sunday, when locals converge for jam 
sessions. Around the corner at the 
Whistle Stop, there was a good crowd 
and in O’Shea’s at the Atha-B Hotel 
people had gathered to take in Hockey 
Night in Canada. 

It was a great weekend and Jasper 
looks ready for its annual winter event. 
Oh, right—that’s the part I’m supposed 
to tell you about. During the Jasper in 
January festival, the prices of lift tickets 
and accommodations are greatly 
reduced. Conditions are good and, as 
always, the heavy January snowfalls are 
just around the comer. And with Mar- 
mot serving as the home hill for us 
Edmontonians, that’s welcome news. @ 


By HART GOLBECK 


Rail blazers 


The Kimberley resort in southeastern 
B.C. is home to one of this year’s first 
rail jams. Skiers and boarders are invit- 
ed to participate—but you should try 
to register early, because there are only 
60 openings. Unlike other competi- 
tions, at this jam there are no cate- 
gories for gender, age or equipment; 
judges will be awarding points for best 
performance only. The field will be nar- 
rowed to 15 competitors after a pre- 
liminary run and finalists will then have 
two runs each to impress the judges. 
Rail jams are quickly gaining in popu- 
larity with great music and tricks like 
cab 270s, nollies and 450s. If you have 
what it takes or just want to watch the 
spectacle, head for Kimberley this Sat- 
urday, January 17. 


Girls’ school 
After a successful first season, MGT is 


again offering two-day instructional 
camps for girls who want to become 
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better snowboarders. Four of their ses- 
sions have already passed but there’s still 
one left in April. A number of pro coach- 
es, including Olympian Michelle Taggart 
and X-Games champion Leslee Olsen, 
will teach you how to jib a rail or cab a 
450 along with many more moves to 
help beginner and intermediate snow- 
boarders feel more comfortable on the 
slopes. See www.mgtsnowboarding- 
camp.com for complete details. 


Lock and roll 


Ski and board thefts continue to plague 
mountain resorts as lowlifes rip off gear 
so they can pawn it off for some quick 
dough. But there are two easy ways to 
stop theft, and both fit into your pocket 
and aren’t that expensive, considering 
that you’re protecting hundreds or 
even thousands of dollars worth of 
gear. Skiers can use a ski key, which 
locks your skis into the steel racks found 
at most resorts. For boarders, the most 
common locking device is the “retrac- 
tor lock,” which consists of a lock and 
a metre-long cable that slips around 
and through your bindings, attaching 
the board to any immovable object 
near the chalet. Both of these devices 
cost around $20 and you can upgrade 
to Kryptonite versions for around $27. 
Most ski shops and sporting goods 
stores carry a variety of brands. It’s 
also important to record the serial 
numbers on your gear so that police 
can trace it. Police report that most 
stolen equipment winds up at pawn- 
shops and liquidators. @ 
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Cross Country Skis and a weil sheltered 


trail make just the right mix for a quick 


escepe. Winter at Banff Sundance lodge 


means a hot shower, an inviting 


Box 2280, Banff, Alberta, Canada TIL 101 
Phone: (403) 762-4551. Fax: (403) 762-8130 
TOLL FREE 1-800-661-8352 
www.xcskisundance.com 
Email: wamer@horseback.com 
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All four properties feature: Free Evening 
Shuttle Service to downtown shops, 
restaurants and night clubs; The Best of 
Banff Discount book, providing exclusive 
discount offers to our guests from Banff's 
best Shops and restaurants; 
complimentary underground parking; and 
the Caribou Snow School, which provides 
private ski and snowboard lessons from 
some of Canada's best instructors. 
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The gospel 
according to toque 


Skiers stay fashionable from their heads to their toes 


Puotos sy FRANCIS TETRAULT 


Grayson’s Bonfire toque, Salomon jacket and Salomon 
Go Free Denim pants from Pacesetter; Arnette Mini- 
Swinger sunglasses from Easy Rider ¢ Hailey’s Bonfire 
Optic C10 jacket and Bonfire sherpa toque from Pace- 
setter; Arnette Mantis sunglasses from Easy Rider 


Styling: Francis Tétrault 
(www.blacklabphotography.com) Photo assistant: 
Lisa ¢ Models’ agency: Mode Models ¢ Location: Snow 
Valley * Additional styling from Easy Rider’s Mike Ethier 


and Miranda Watson and Doug from Pacesetter 


Stand your ground 
| was out screwing around with a couple of 
members of the Canadian Ski Instructors’ 
Alliance over the Christmas holidays and we 
came up with a way to show how standing 
on the new carving skis is different from 
standing on traditional skis. We tried “pedal- 
ing” and skiing on our uphill ski to get a feel 
for what’s known as individual weighting. 


By COLIN CATHREA 


First we started with big round turns 
and “pedaled” the skis across the hill by 
taking little steps as we crossed the fall 
line and continuing all the way into the 


next turn. When you transfer the weight 
to the uphill ski, you can feel what it’s like 
to have all your weight on that ski. If you 
then try to start the turn only on the 
uphill ski, you will feel the roll as you start 
the next turn. So picture this: you’re 
coming across the hill on your uphill ski 
and as you want to start a new turn, you 
roll your knee over. This ski now becomes 
the outside and downhill ski. 

Ultimately, you want to distribute 
your weight evenly on both skis. This 
requires a shock-absorption attitude. 

As you look back at your tracks, 


you should see what looks like a set of 
railroad tracks coming down the hill. 
I’ve taken my first runs of the day 
directly under a chairlift that had a nice 
groomed corduroy cover and analyzed 
my turns on the return trip up the hill. 

When you're carving properly, you 
can build up pressures many times your 
body weight on the edges of the skis. 
Sometimes when you release the built- 
up energy, the skis will actually take off 
from the snow and toss you into thin 
air. It’s exhilarating and it lets you know 
that all is good in carving land. © 
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Colin Paton 


Big ups to the small 
downs at this |i’! hill 
By BOBBI BARBARICH 


on skis. I knew nothing about the 
sport. I knew so little about skiing, 
in fact, that I thought uphill skis 
existed. After all, there were cross- 
country and downhill skis, so why 
not uphill? It wasn’t until my first 
time in a rental shop that I discov- 
ered uphill skis were not an option. 
There was one family in our small 
northern Alberta community who 
participated in all of Canada’s many 
winter sports—skiing, sledding, hock- 
ey, figure skating. One day, I had an 


[- 10 years old the first time I put 


opportunity to go skiing with them. 
We travelled for 90 minutes (an eter- 
nity for a 10-year-old) to the nearest 
lump in the ground to experience the 
baffling world of skiing. In contrast 
to the long drives up mountains most 
people undertake to reach a ski hill, 
we actually travelled down—in north- 
ern Alberta, there aren’t many moun- 
tains—because the “hill” was built 
into the side of a valley. 

Whispering Pines is what they 
called it, but I didn’t do much whis- 
pering that day. Instead, I was scream- 
ing and careening uncontrollably. An 
older friend showed us the ropes, so 
to speak, and although I spent almost 
the entire morning wrapped up in the 
tow-rope, it was the first of many days 
I'd spend at this little hill where few 


DRAG YOUR ASS | 
BACK TO YOUR ROOM 


mountain-goers bother to venture. It 
took some time to get there and the 
runs were never longer than a few sec- 
onds, but it was the perfect place to 
practice in relative safety. The small 
size of the hill would eventually make 
the mountains all the more captivat- 
ing and magnificent. 


AS MAJOR SKI HILLS get bigger and 
boast more extreme terrain, little hills 
often get left behind. Learning to ski 
on a vast mountain crowded with 
skiers and snowboarders who are ter- 
tifyingly better than you can be 
extremely intimidating. I would rec- 
ommend learning on a li'l hill; their 
runs are usually easier and uncon- 
trolled sliding will only take you a 
short distance to the bottom. The ski 
area at the Fairmont Hot Springs 
Resort is one of those hills you might 
find pleasingly comfortable for your 


first downhill adventure. 

Located very close to two large 
resorts and only 20 kilometres from 
the town of Radium, Fairmont is an 
anomaly amongst the intense moun- 
tain terrain of eastern British Colum- 
bia. Set over a valley on a relatively 
small mountain face, the hill has less 
than 15 runs. But the welcoming faces 
at the li’l chalet and the warm hot 
chocolate make this hill worth consid- 
ering if you’re looking for a relaxing 
day watching the kids on the slopes. 


Nearly all of the hill is visible from 
the log chalet, and only a few modest 
black runs grace the mostly green ter- 
rain. Cross-country ski trails can be 
reached from the top of the chair and 
at several spots on the drive up to the 
hill. You even get a free admission to 
the hot springs with the purchase of a 
lift ticket. The lifties wear their own 
coats here instead of matching brand- 
name jackets and the chair 
only fits two people, but 
there’s never a line-up and 
no scanners are needed to 
validate your lift ticket. 

There was, however, 
an astonishingly large St. 
Bernard in the back of a 
Jeep with an open door in 
the parking lot. We 
approached him cautious- 
ly. He didn’t even move, 
let alone bark, but refused 
my first attempts to cap- 
ture his image. My hus- 
band then caught his 
attention with a whistle § 
and he smiled for the 
camera. Not something 
you see at major moun- 
tain resorts, but a welcome 
sight to anybody capable 
of admiring such a beast. 

I hope Fairmont is able 
to stay in business despite 
the larger and more 
extreme options nearby. In 
a sport where finding the ,.oy 


mon sentiment, Fairmont simply 
can’t compete. Yet judging from the 
people who work there and the 
locals who chose to ski and snow- 
board there instead of a quick 45- 
minute drive down the road, 
Fairmont has other qualities that 
allow it to remain in business, And as 
far as I can see, that’s all you need. @ 
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All 2004 product in stock now!!! 


Get ready for the upcoming season! 
Bring your board in to our qualified snowboard 


service technicians. 
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BACK TO YOUR ROOM 


REPEAT AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE - ALL FROM ONE LOCATION 


Pius we've cot } CHEAP SKI PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 


THE DRAKE INN, BAR AND RESTAURANT 
908 RAILWAY AVENUE » 403-678-5191» CANMORE,AB 


WWW.DRAKEINN.COM 


Tune up packages from only $24.99 


10323-78 Ave, Edmonton 
Phone: 780.433.1181 

Toll Free: 1.800.361.8776 
sports @unitedcycle.com 


www.unitedcycle.com 
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For your outdoo 
sports § activities 


Located tn the centre of the villa Age 
adjacent to shops, dining, activi 
Great package rates § ronations 
Toll free 1-800-661-7343 
www.astoriahotel.com 
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Ski & Board 
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SAM.TOGPM. SUNDAY TO FRIDAY 
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WALKWAY ACROSS FROM STEAM ENGINE 
ONNARHT OAR 
TELEPHONE: 1-888-242-3343 

EDEGNOENTENET 


FAX760-852-5832~ EMAL: 


orice Pub =~ 
Cozy Alpine atmosphere 
Outdoor Rooftop Hot tub 

Great Restaurant and Pub Fare 

Rates starting from 
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410 CONNAUGHT DRIVE + 852-3780 


All room rates 
include a 
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Sun nig 


agle ridge 


JASPER, ALBERTA 780.852.3816 skimarmot.com 


Jasper National Park, AB 
Phone: 780-852-4461 
Fax: 780-852-5916 
www. item com 

Toll Free North A 
1-800- 661. 193 933 


JASPER’S GREAT INDOORS! 


* 2 DAY JASPER IN JANUARY SKI PACKAGE FROM $ 175.00 Pp.p. 


* 2 DAY SKI & SPA PACKAGE FROM § 270.00 p.p. in Ris 
* 2 DAY BED & BREAKFAST PACKAGE FROM S$ 98.00 p.p. indude 
* 2 DAY ESCAPE SPA PACKAGE FROM §$ 193.00 p.p. breakfast! 


* “THREE FOR TWO” SKI PACKAGE FROM § 209.00 p.p. 
Call today for reservations or info, -or check our website! 


E H E S PN W R I D G E Packages priced per person per package, based on double occupancy — 
includes Breakfast gratuity - Ski & Spa package & Escape Spa package indude 

INN AND CONFERENCE CENTRE two $25.00 dinner vouchers and your choice of massage or wellness soak 3.42 

package: must check In on a Friday — check our website for more Information. 


82 CONNAUGHT DRIVE Above packages not valid with any other offer - subject to avalability - taxes 


JASPER, AB. oo 
1-800-661-6427 Aéroplan 
_ WWW.SAWRIDGEJASPER.COM Boao 
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Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, all runs in operation 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 


Alberta 

Castle Mt. - 65-158cm base, 26cm of new snow, all lifts and 57 runs open 
C.O.P - 85cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 

Fortress - 70-92cm base, 2cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 

Lake Louise - 80-112cm base, 6cm of new snow, all lifts open 

Marmot Basin - 51cm base, 3cm of new snow, 7 lifts and 75/84 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 93-120cm base, Ocm of new snow, 5/5 lifts and 25/28 runs open 
Nakiska - 63cm of new snow, Ocm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 32/32 runs open 
Sunshine - 110cm base, 6cm of new snow, all lifts and 96 runs open 


B.C. 
Hi Apex - 50cm base, 67/67 trails and 5/5 lifts open 
} Big White - 137cm base, 98/112 trails and 12/13 lifts open 
Chrystal Mt - 124cm base, 3/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 
Fernie - 194cm base, 27cm of new snow, 10/10 lifts and 107/107 runs open 
Fairmont - 2cm of new snow, 13/13 trails open 
Kicking Horse - 119cm base, 12cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
Kimberley - 95cm base, 15cm of new snow, 6 lifts and 75/75 runs open 
Mt Washington - 203cm base, 50/50 trails and 6/8 lifts open 
Panorama - 85cm base, 11cm of new snow, 9/9 lifts and 115/119 runs open 
Powder King - 254cm base, 24/24 trails open 


Powder Springs - 141-250cm base, 4cm of new snow, all lifts and 26/26 trails open 


Red Mountain - 161cm base, 4cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 

"| Silver Star - 42%4cm base, 12cm of new snow, 106/107 trails and 11/11 lifts open 
>] ‘Sun Peaks - 99cm base, 4cm of new snow, 10/10 lifts and 117/117 trails open 

| Whistler Blackcomb - 172cm base, 33/33 runs and 200/200 trails open 
Whitewater - 176cm base, 8cm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt - 155cm base, 15cm of new snow, 8 lifts open 

Big Sky - 172cm base, Ocm of new snow, 17/18 lifts and 140/150 trails open 
49 Degrees - 124cm base, 2cm of new snow, 52 runs open 

Great Divide Ski Area - 127cm base, 80/139 trails and 4/6 lifts open 
Lookout Pass - 172cm base, Ocm of new snow, 3/3 lifts and 23 runs open 
Mt Spokane - 102cm base, Ocm of new snow, 44 runs open 

Schweitzer Mt - 137cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6 lifts open 

Silver Mt- 121cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6/7 lifts open 

Sun Valley - 172cm base, Ocm of new snow, 19/19 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of January 14, 2004 
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Ad WINTER RESORT + NELSON, BC 
Pure, Simple & Real... DEEP 
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www. kickinghorseresort.com 


1 800 SKI-KICK 


2 KICKING HORSE 
SKI & STAY PACKAGE 


@ NORQUAY 


New Kitchen suites, Pool,Waterslide, 
Hot Tub, Sauna & Mtn Shuttle. Golden, BC 
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4211-106 St. 413-4554 
Edmonton, Alberta 
S www.TheEasyRider.com 


By ALEXA LOO 


Defeatist attitude 


My poor coach looked stricken. 
There was a mixture of fear and 
alarm in his eyes. “We have a bit of a 
problem,” he said, motioning 
towards the rented minivan in the 
background. “The back door wasn’t 
ctosed properly and it opened as | 
was driving out of the hotel parkade. 


The back window smashed.” Some- 


how, a smashed back window and 
our upcoming drive in a snowstorm 
seemed to make perfect sense. 

We had just wrapped up the last 
World Cup event before Christmas and 
everyone was eager to get on the road 
and put the three-hour drive from 
Quebec City to Montreal behind us. 
We were also looking forward to 
putting the last few races behind us. 

As a team, we had just posted 
some of our worst results of the past 
three races. Two of the events were 
Canadian World Cups and the other 


um positions out of a possible 18 in 
one week. They also knew how to get 
the party going at the Maurice night- 
club in Quebec City. Urs Eiselin, the 
Swiss Richie Cunningham lookalike 
who won two races and more than 
$20,000 (U.S.) in a week, was keeping 
the party afloat by handing us beers 
on the dancefloor. (Hopefully, | will 
win a World Cup race soon and be 
the distributor of party favours instead 
of a receiver. Yes, it is better to give 
than to receive.) 

The World Cup racers were quite 
the spectacle that night. It looked 
like that scene from Dirty Dancing 
where all the staff are dancing 
together and having a good time. 
Well, except that we were not quite 
as flexible and the onlookers gazing 
wistfully at our good time were a 
bunch of lawyer types in suits. 

The party raged on into the wee 
hours of the morning and 7 a.m. 
came crashing down upon me, mak- 
ing me curse Urs for his generosity 
and his beers. As | waited in the lobby 


Alexa Loo races for Canada’s national snowboard team. 
For more information and race results throughout 


the season, check go to www.fis-ski.com. 


was an American Grand Prix event in 
Park City, Utah. Our week of misery 
culminated in the Stoneham World 
Cup, held outside Quebec City, where 
even our top dog, Jasey-Jay Anderson, 
failed to qualify for the finals. He 
slipped and slid to a crummy 24th- 
place finish and left for home before 
lunch. | shared his pain with my own 
24th-place result. 

In the two months leading up to 
these events, our Canadian squad 
had been battling poor results, frus- 
trating training sessions and poor 
morale. In an attempt to change 
things around, we even hired a new 
head coach. After two great, week- 
long training camps in Alberta and 
British Columbia at Nakiska and 
Panorama, we were ready to show 
the world that we meant business. 


Too bad everyone else had more busi- _ 


ness acumen than we did. 
The Swiss showed us how to really 
get the party going, taking 10 podi- 


for the van to come around, the “little 
Dutch girls” passed through, dressed 
to brave the snowstorm outside. 
Marieke, 21, and her sister Nicolien, 
24, are about 5’ and 5’2” respectively, 
with long blonde hair and big blue 
eyes that always seem to have dark 
circles under them. Apparently, this 
training session was not, in fact, a 
punishment for their poor perfor- 
mance the previous day, but simply 
an opportunity to train. The little 
Dutch girls, coached by their father, 
are known for training whenever the 
opportunity presents itself, because 
they can’t get much training done 
back home in flat Holland. Although 
the next event was not for another 
two weeks, they were off to the 
mountain to train in a snowstorm. 

Some people go snowboarding. 
Other people: tape up the back of 
their minivans. Everybody has their 
own way of dealing with-disappoint- 
ing results. O 
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Go to Halo and be seduced by the Heels on Wheels gig, featuring the beautiful, talent- 
ed American Djs Sandra Collins and K-Swing. Recently awarded the Best Dj gong at 
the DanceStar awards, Collins has built her reputation globally with an energetic pro- 
gressive sound. She's now touring to promote her new mixed disc for Paul Oakenfold’s 
Perfecto label. The party drops into Halo, starting at 9 p.m. Tickets are $10 advance at 
Foosh, Sunkissed Tanning, Colourblind and Underground WEM, or $15 at the door. 


Last week's cover boys Social Code are holding their homecoming show at Red’s. 
Over the past year, they changed their name from Fifth Season, got signed to 
Interscope Records and made an album in Los Angeles with the guy who discov- 
ered Linkin Park. It’s an all-ages show (with a licensed area), and also features Ven- 
danta and tensecondepic. Tickets are $10 at Ticketmaster and Red’s. Meanwhile, at 
New City, Kinnie Starr returns to town with singer/songwriter Adrienne Pierce. 


Jeff Hendrick is not only a brilliant saxophone player, but he’s also got a knack for 
funky, soulful pop. Want some swingin’ R&B crooning in a modern style? Back that ass 
up to the Powerplant, where Hendrick is showcasing his thang with Red Shag Carpet 
and Samsara. If you want some snotty punk, get down to Stars for the no-minors 
Longshot Records showcase featuring the Operators *780 and the Wednesday Night 
Heroes. (There's also an all-ages show at the Sidetrack on Sunday afternoon.) 


Local actress Andrea House has found two new callings in the past year. First, she became 
a happy mother to a wee girl, and she recorded her first album of heartfelt folk music, enti- 
tled Heart’s Hotel, She can thank her true love, Chris Smith (the Piemyn, Almost Leather 
Band), for his contributions to both endeavours. The party's at Winspear Centre's Rehearsal 
Hall at 7 p.m., with Shuyler Jansen warming things up. Tickets are $12 advance, at Tix on 
the Square, Blackbyrd, the Acoustic Music Shop and Avenue Guitars, or $15 at the door. 


It's a pop-punk extravaganza at Red’s tonight with a triple bill of melodic anthems 
of ennui, courtesy of Eve 6, Yellowcard and Jersey. Of course, it’s completely sold 
out now, because the kids dig this sort of thing. However, you could go and buy 
the all of the bands’ CDs, rent a new game for the Playstation 2 and rock out— 
after all, the game console company is sponsoring the tour. If you've got tickets, 
though, remember that the doors open at 7 p.m. 


There’s something about dark and evil Scandinavian metal that suits our climate. 
Maybe it’s because we also know a thing or two about long, cold nights that 
make you feel like you’re in some kind of frozen hell. Opeth leads the charge into 
the warmth of Red’s, with Devildriver and Moonspell fending off the wolves. Tick- 
ets are $25 advance at Ticketmaster, Red’s, Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Freecloud, FS 
and Listen, or $28 at the door, which opens at 7 p.m. 


Another sold-out show this week, this time it’s-Jann Arden at the Winspear Cen- 
tre. Actually, she’s also doing a show there on Tuesday night as well, but wouldn't 
you know it? That one’s sold out as well. If you're lucky enough to have tickets, 
remember that the show starts at 8 p.m. As for us, we’ll be down at the Black 
Dog saying farewell to Marek Tyler, who'll be playing with both of his bands, AA 
Sound System and the May Kings. 


Beloved Toronto band Broken Social Scene will return to Edmonton on March 5 as part of the annual Exclaim! Tour, 
which is being held at the U of A’s Dinwoodie Lounge.... Last Wednesday, Jack White of the White Stripes pleaded not 
guilty of assaulting Von Bondies singer Jason Stollsteimer in a Detroit bar in December... The phenom TV show Queer Eye 


for the Straight Guy will release a soundtrack album on February 10, which includes a new song from the reformed 
Duran Duran... Seminal electronic group Kraftwerk has announced a world tour, which brings them to Toronto and 
Montreal on April 23 and 24 respectively.... American media conglomerate Clear Channel is experimenting with a new 
“indie rock” format at a California radio station.... American electronica duo The Crystal Method are hitting the road in 
support of their new album Legion of Boom, with a stop in Calgary on February 29; British breakbeat DJ Hyper will open. 
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JEFF HENDRICK 
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Still Smokin’ 


Smokin’ 45s ¢ With the Krazy 8's 
Seedy’s ¢ Fri, Jan 16 What with Cal- 
gary being the cowboy capital of Cana- 
da, you’d think a band playing 
straight-ahead country with a rockabilly 
flavour would be living the high life. But 
the Smokin’ 45s find themselves running 
into a problem often faced by bands 
straddling the line between genres. 
“\Ne're too rock for country bars and too 
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country for rock bars,” says singer Mike 
Fury. “I’m not sure exactly where we fit 
in, but it is what it is, | guess.” 

Since the country bars are all play- 
ing what Fury describes as “soft rock 
with lap steel,” the Smokin’ 45s are 
left to play in “alternative” bars along- 
side more experimental music. Fury is 
fine with that, but he’d at least like a 
chance to expand the band’s hori- 
zons—and maybe the audiences’ too. 
“We could probably have a much larg- 
er fanbase if it weren’t for what the 
country music program directors are 
telling everybody is country right 


- now,” he says. “I mean, we’re not Sha- 


nia at all. In Calgary you can’t get 
booked into a country bar playing the 
kind of stuff we do.” 

But that hasn’t stopped them from 
releasing their debut disc, Hangover 
Road Trip. It was recorded at the Rat’s 
Nest Recording Society, which Fury 
helped set up. For a nominal hourly fee, 
members of the non-profit society take 
advantage of the fully stocked studio 
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and house engineers. “All these people 
that we know have these basement stu- 
dios, right?” Fury explains. “And one 
person will have some kind of great 
gear and somebody else will have some 
other kind of great gear but you can’t 
get it all in one place. So a few people 
decided to get together and form a 
society and combine their equipment 
so it would be a better studio.” (PD) 


Shag—you’re it 


Red Shag Carpet ¢ With Jeff Hen- 
dricks and Samsara * Powerplant 
¢ Sat, Jan 17 Ah yes... the European 
sojourn. A time-tested way to find - 
oneself amidst the smoky discotheques 
and overcrowded cafés of Paris and 
Barcelona. But while more than a few 
young Canadians have found their true 
faces in the bathroom mirrors of drug- 
infested hostels on the shady side of 


Athens, Red Shag Carpet vocalist/guitar - 


slinger Teddy Ani opted for the pastoral 
beauty and mysterious charm of Roma- 
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nia. “| spent three months checking 
out a lot of the local folk scenes,” 
explains a cheerful and relaxed-sound- 
ing Ani over the phone from RSC HQ. 
“The Romanian folk scene is pretty 
cool—they make their own whistles. 
They also use some similar instruments 
as we do in North America, but they 
have a much different approach.” 

Ani’s three-month European 
adventure marked a much-needed rest 
for the Shag Carpet boys, who had a 
busy, music-filled summer. In addition 
to logging some serious road miles 
and chalking up a 33-date tour of 
western Canada, the band also hit up 
the studio and recorded their debut 
CD—a self titled 10-track LP. “We'd 
been sleeping in the same van and 
spending all day with each other for 
most of the summer,” Ani says, “so no 
one in the band really had a problem 
with me leaving for a few months.” 

The break also gave the band 
some time to amass new song ideas. 
“Everybody’s been writing,” Ani says, 
“so it ended up being real positive for 
us—I’m ready to get rockin’.” And 
rockin’ is what the band will be doing 
over the next few months; they plan 
to hit the road again in mid-February 
as well as resume local gigs. (JS) 


Triumph of the Wil 


Wil ¢ With the Middle Drift and 
Division and Wellesley * Sidetrack 
Café © Sat, Jan 17 “I'm standing in a 
soundproof studio,” exclaims 
singer/songwriter Wil, down the line 
from Calgary’s Six Degrees Studio. 
“We're kind of celebrating right now, 
and everybody else is in the next room.” 
So what's the celebration for? Is it 
his dog’s birthday? Are they having a 
Friends dress-up party? A quick round 
of Cranium, perhaps? No, the real rea- 
son for the party is that Wil’s just inked 
a record deal with EMi—no small feat 
for a solo act from Calgary, especially 
in this era of record industry cutbacks. 
“We actually signed the documents 
and sent them off today,” he says. 
Having cut his performing teeth as 
a solo artist belting out covers in small 
pubs and coffee bars, Wil started writ- 
ing his own material and started to 
gain a strong following in Calgary. 
After a performance at Toronto's 
industry-centric NXNE last year, Wil 
began to attract major-label interest. 
“It was one of those things when there 


was only a few people in the audi- _ 


ence,” he says, “but they were the 
right people.” Wil was wooed ardently 
by Universal and their artist-friendly 
subsidiary Maple Music, but he ulti- 
mately decided to sign with EMI, 
mainly because of the company’s huge 
Promotional muscle and distribution 
prowess. (The company also decided 
to pick up Wil’s indie debut Both 
Hands, which, according to Wil’s web- 
site, has already sold 5,000 copies.) 

“| think they‘re starting to realize 
where music is going,” Wil explains, 
“and they've lost more than a few artists 
to Maple, so | think they‘ve decided 
that, rather than banking on someone 
to make them a lot of money in the 
short term, they‘re going to invest in 
their futures. EMI gave me a really good 
platform to preach from, and all | know 
is that | love being onstage and | love to 
sign and that | want to be doing this for 
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Cash Vs. Clash * New City « Fri, Jan 9 © reVUE Ten minutes after fe) olla) late i tal-Me ele) K<) 
to last weekend's tribute to musical icons Johnny Cash and Joe Strummer New City was 
E-\afer-| of-(ol] ham Mal i=) a- Morel ¥] ol Mal lave|c=te Ih (ol) <3 SlalN(ialale MolU) clio Mi preleliale Meluit-lelgi Mi Vell] e| 
leave, but why would they? Inside the warm, cozy bar, the cream of Edmonton’s under- 
ground scene was playing short, tight sets dedicated to their fallen heroes. Although the 
mostly punk crowd cheered loudest and drank hardest when the Clash songs were play- 
ing, this is Edmonton and everyone was cowboy for the night to honour the Man in 
Black. Best of all, a giant cheque for more than $3,000 was signed over to the Cross 
Cancer Institute. Maybe they can come up with a cure for hangovers too. (PD) 


the next 35 years.” (JS) 
Salteen wordpower 


The Salteens, The Doers, devil- 
splender * Sidetrack Cafe « Thu, 
Jan 22 Vancouver-based quintet the 
Salteens play the kind of smart, quirky 
pop music that does well with alterna- 
tive radio listeners but never seems to 
make it into the mainstream. Even 
though their sophomore disc Let Go of 
Your Bad Days got rave reviews across 
the board, singer/guitarist Scott Walker 
says those write-ups have yet to lead 
them to fame and fortune—or even 
commercial radio playlists. But that’s 
just fine for Walker, who started the 
band as an audience-friendly alternative 
to the impersonal noise of the ‘90s. 

“At the end of the 90s,” he says, 
“everyone got up onstage and made a 
lot of noise and didn’t seem to care 
about the audience. Well, we'd like to 
put a bunch of melodies out there and 
deliver them to the audience and 
encourage them to have more fun. It 
was crazy back then, but | think it’s still 
an idea worthy of achieving. For me, 
the challenge has always been to write 
something that was fun and memo- 


downtown 


rable that people could hook onto 
right away, but a year later they’d look 
at it and go, ‘Wow,’ because there’s a 
sophistication there they didn’t notice. 

Walker and guitarist/trumpet player 
Rob Calder started Boompa! Records last 
fall to help bridge that gap. “The reason 
why |'m involved in the business end of 
music is because I’m taking responsibility 
for being an artist,” he says. “Not really 
because | wanted to be a businessman 
but that’s what you have to do. It has to 
be a marriage of the two if you're gonna 
make art. It’s like fishing. You can make a 
lot of money fishing, but if you don’t 
replenish the system your industry runs 
Out of stock. So what you start getting is 
farm fish and people start getting sick. 
That's the perfect analogy.” 

But that doesn’t mean he doesn’t 
want to reach a wider audience and 
reap the benefits of fame, it’s just got to 
be on his terms. “Every day | wake up 
and it’s like, ‘| want to get signed to a 
major label.’ But | don’t want to get 
signed to a major label. | have to remind 
myself of that every day because the 
allure of that—it’s intoxicating. You 
never lose that. You need that fix con- 
stantly. That idea, that notion of star- 
dom. It’s still there, like a drug.” (PD) 
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Fri Jan 16 
MapleMusic/Universal Recording Artist 
Kinnie Starr 
With Nettwerk Recording Artist 
Adrienne Pierce & quests 


Fri. Jan. 23rd 


hampion, Alberta 
(Formerty Tom Cruise Missile) 


Reverie Sound Revue 
(Calgary) 


All Purpose Voltage Heroes 
ES 
Every Thursday! 


FACTORY 


$2.00 HIBALLS ALL NIGHT! 
$2.50 JAGER SHOTS! 
NO COVER! 


Fri. Jan 30th 


Z Live Crew 
Politic Live 
DJ Instigate 


Fri. Feb. 6th 
lragi Adopt A Town Benefit show 


10 Second Epic 
& guests 
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Fax your free listings to | 
426-2889 or | 
e-mail them to | 
listings@vue.ab.ca | 
Deadline is Friday at3pm | 


BLUES ON WHYTE Elsie 
Osbome featuring Doug Riley, 
Jack Semple, Cooking up 
Science 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Damian Marshall | 
(country/rock) 

COOK COUNTY SALOON 
Every Thu: Battle of the Bands; 
15th Cynch vs. Cause and | 
Affect; 9pm; no cover 
DUSTER'S PUB Every Thu: | 
jam 
FOUR ROOMS 

(DOWNTOWN) The McCaslin | 
Trio; $7 | 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Disgrace 
the Retroman | 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON | 
Warne Noyce and the | 
Combine Pilots. 
| 
] 
| 


RYTHYM AND BREWS Every 
Thu: Open stage/jam with the 
River City Rhythm Kings; 8:30- | 
midnight 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Richard Blaze 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 


SIDETRACK Fractal Pattern, 
This Civil Twilight, Five O'Clock 
Charlie (indie rock); 9pm; $7 


URBAN LOUNGE Connors | 
Road; no cover | 


CLASSICAL 
[semconnss See eS 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The 
Robbins Lighter Classics Series: 
Much Ado About Mozart: pre- 
sented by the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra; 8pm; 
tickets available at Winspear 


box office 
DUS 


THE ARMOURY Lo Ball Night: | 
top 40 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Majestikal Thursdays: house 
with Transient, Josh, LP 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE Sleeman Method 
Thursdays: hip hop, downtem- 
po with Dj Headspin 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk | 
Rock Bingo: with D} S.W.A.G. | 
GAS PUMP Every Thu: Ladies 
Nite: Top 40/dance with DJ | 
Christian 


Rub-A-Dub Thursday: rock- ) 
steady, dub reggae with Dj 
Jeebus and the Operation 
Redication Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electro/new wave 
with DJ Miss Mannered and | 
guests | 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Thu: Dj Butter 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: | 
Ladonna’s Review, Sticky’s 
open stage and the Weakest 
Link game with Dj Jazzy sec- 
ond and last Thursday; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob 
Trampoline and Ben 


SEEDY’S Kicked in the Teeth 
Thursdays with Dj Lloyd | 


THE STANDARD Spin | 
Thursdays: Tripswitch, Nestor | 
Delano, Dan Costa; guest: 
Luke Morrisont 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end 
of exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, }-Money, Sean B 
YOUR APARTMENT Thursday 
Night Shake Down: Motown, | 


northern soul, funk, ‘60s pop | 
with Djs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 
LIVE MUSIC 
ae SSeS 


A STARS Main Room: Winter 
Dance Nights: Robin of da | 
Notes | 


BLUES ON WHYTE Elsie 
Osborne featuring Doug Riley, 
Jack Semple, Cooking up 
Science 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Dr. Bossie 
and the X-Rays 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Look 
Twice (country/rock) PIANO | 
BAR: Every Fri: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 


| 
CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) | 
| 
| 


Damian Marshall 
(country/rock) 


FATBOYZ Hoffman-Brown 
Band (pop/rock); 9pm-1am; 
no cover 

FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) The McCaslin 
Trio; $7 


HIGHRUN Mustard Smile } 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM The 
Pink Floyd Experience; 8pm; 
tickets available at TicketMaster 
451-8000 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Disgrace 
the Retroman } 


LONGRIDERS Monkey's Uncle; 
7pm (door); $4 (after 9pm) 

MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL | 
Darrel Kittlitz 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Kinnie Starr, Adrienne Pierce 
LA P'TITE SCENE Every Fri: 
open stage; 8pm-3am 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Warne Noyce and the 
Combine Pilots | 
RED'S Social Code, Vedanta, 
Tensecondepic; all ages, 


Sam August 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom Kings - 


SIDETRACK CAFE Brent 
Parkin, Route IV; 8pm 


TIM'S GRILL Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg (folk, blues, 
county, originals) 


URBAN LOUNGE Connor's 
Road; $5 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Uptown Folk Club 
presents Dale Ladouceur, 
Speirbhean; 8pm (concert), 
7:30pm (door); $10 (adv)/$12 
(door); tickets available at 
Myhre's Music, TIX on the 
Square 420-1757 


XWRECKS The Shufflehound 
(blues, roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; 
no cover 


YARDBIRD SUITE Toni Lynn 
Washington featuring Bruce 
Bears, Lionel Rault Band 
(blues); 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $16 (member)/$20 
(quest); tickets available at 
Ticketmaster 


ZENARI’S ON 1ST Simon 
Rettie Trio 


CLASSICAL 
en ee] 


CONVOCATION HALL Faculty 
and Friends: featuring Jacques 
Despres, Kyoko Hashimoto 
(piano), Trevor Brandenberg 
and Darryl Salyn (percussion); 
8pm; $15 (adult)/$10 
(senior/student); Tickets avail- 
able at TIX on the Square, 
door, U of A's Department of 
Music 492-0601 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with DJ Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Urban with Invinceable, Q.B. 
and guests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 
40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
Illicite: industrial noise, neo- 
classical with Verlaag and 
Xerxes 


DANTE'S WORLD PUB 
Powerhouse Fridays: dance and 
retro with Zack and Johnny 
Staub (Power 92); Upstairs in 
the Skylounge: soulful house 
music; over 23; dress code 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
House with Aurum Gold and 
guests 

DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and guests 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake 
Yo’ Ass: with Dj Serial K 
GAS PUMP Every Fri: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 
HALO Camaro retro with D) 
Davey James 

THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: 
Urban by Urban Metropolis 
Sound Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon 
Fridays: retro/R&B/dance with 
Dj Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with Djs 
Bryana, Chris 


THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: Top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Winter 
Dance Nights with Robin of da 
Notes 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip hop, 
top 40 with Dj Rage and Dj 
Weezle; 9pm 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Hip 
hop, R&B 


Y AFTERHOURS House/trance 
with Tripswitch, Sureshock, 
MC Flopro, LP, Juicy, Derkin, 
Old Bitch 


YOUR APARTMENT House 
with D] Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
neat a near TY 


A STARS Upper Room: 
Wednesday Night Heroes, 
Knucklehead; Main Room: 
Dam | Am, Blood Intention, Hi- 
Lo 


BETTER BE ROCK LOUNGE 
Larisa Nessler and quests 
(acoustic pop) 


BLACK DOG Hair of the Dog: 
Matt Allen; 4-6pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Elsie 
Osbome featuring Doug Riley, 
Jack Semple, Cooking up 
Science 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Dr. Bossie 
and the X-Rays 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Look 
Twice (country/rock) PLANO 
BAR: Every Sat: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Damian Marshall 
(country/rock) 


DRUID Every Sat: Harpdog 
Brown; 3-7pm 


FESTIVAL PLACE Come On In 
My Kitchen V: Mark Sterling 
and special guests Brent 
Parkin, Doug Andrew (Circus in 
Flames), and Dave "Crawdad" 
Canterra (original and acoustic 
blues); 7:30pm; $23 
(cabaret)/$21 (theatre); tickets 
available at Festival Place box 
office, TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) The McCaslin 
Trio; 7pm 

HIGHRUN Mustard Smile 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Hoffman-Brown Band 
(pop/rock); 9pm-1am; no 
cover 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Disgrace 
the Retroman 


LONGRIDERS Monkey's Uncle; 
7pm (door); $4 (after 9pm) 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Sacred Rhythms 
2003: Featuring gospel, 
Buddhist chant, Jewish klezmer 
music; 2-4pm and 7-9pm; 
tickets available by phone 413- 


THEATRE Open Road, Black 
Lightning; presented by The 
Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society; 7:30pm (door), 
8pm (concert); $17 
(member)/$20 (non-member); 
tickets available at door, 
Myhre’s Music, Southside 
Sound, 477-1586/432-7503, 
www.bluegrassnorth.com 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Ron Hyne, Bob jahrig; 
presented by the Northern 
Lights Folk Club; 7pm (door), 
Bpm (show); $14 (adv)/$16 
(door); tickets available at TIX 
‘on the Square 420-1757, 
Myhre's Music, Acoustic Music 
Shop, 438-2736 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Warne Noyce and the 
Combine Pilots 


RED’S Lost Action Hier, 
Cranston Foundation; $4 (after 
8pm) 

RENDEZVOUS PUB Stronger 
than Blood, The Methodical 
Breed, A Tumz Eve 


SEEDY'S Leafbone, Marble 
Engine 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Richard Blaze 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom Kings 


SIDETRACK CAFE Wil, The 
Middle Drift, Division (CD 
release party), Wellesley; 9pm; 
38 


URBAN LOUNGE Connor's 
Road; $5 


XWRECKS The Shufflehound 
(blues, roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; 
no cover 


YARDBIRD SUITE Toni Lynn 
Washington featuring Bruce 
Bears, Lionel Rault Band 
(blues); 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $16 (member)/$20 
(guest); tickets available at 
Ticketmaster 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, 
dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with Shortround 
and Echo 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan's Sausage Party: 
obscure indie rock with DJ 
Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays: 
retro dance, house with 
Derrick 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Animal: dance with DJ 
Arrowchaser 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban with 
Invinceable Bomb Squad and 
guests 

DANTE'S WORLD PUB R&B, 
Dance, and Retro with Frank 
the Tank; Upstairs in the 
Skylounge: soulful house; over 
23; dress code 

DECADANCE Devil's Play Pen: 
House with David Stone, Erin 
Eden, Neal K, Brian Passmore, 


F : licensed event; $10; tickets Fridays: hip hop/R&B with D} | 6159/993-1062 Big Daddy, Shortee 
available - Ticketmaster, Foosh, HALO Hees onWhesis: | yale at Red's, TicketMaster baciebe hee scrhaan's Ga’ hnts-Gamz?h|" commana Wea” 
of ‘ ‘a2 @ i inors; 9pm; $15 (door)/$10 SEEDY'S Smokin '45s (CD RATTLESNAKE SALOON Darrel Kittlitz with Sam Pillar, Bryan Beca 
Jef Mix, NYC Underground (WEM), and Colourblind Jiiaiaiameho erate gp Every FD) Butter eaters ny Eee 
Gergen Coheed SHERLOCK HOLMES: THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro | Wynters and Scott Peters; 3- FILTHY McNASTY’S shake 
aT OYAEEn OP MSIE TAAYVA LOlomrsitclalerclee mere! {DOWNTOWN) Derick | Bz: best new European music| 6Pm Yo" As with} O-son 
5 : ONGREDERS ot Latin 7) Sousa with D] Outtawak, D}azzy and | powERPLANT Jeff Hencick, | GAS PURAE Evan Stop 
a WAAC H ioe eR Nights; free dance lessons SHERLOCK HOLMES male stripper, 43 Red Shag Carpet, Samsara; 40/dance with Dj Christian 
estandard tspin, DEF MIDX< 9:30pm (CAPILANO) Richard Blaze | [Sly¢e ormember) 8:30pmy:$8:20pm HALO House with Junior 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE | sHemtock HOLMES (WEM) PROVINCIAL MUSEUM Brown, Remo 
VUEWEEKLY €Z JANUARY 15-21, 2004 


F Top 40/dance/urban 


new CITY 
4 Saturdays $.U.C.K.: 


} 
: 
| 
Trav, Cr 
quests; 18+; 2am-10am 


Ne = * 


7 


‘THE JOINT Get 2 Nightlife: 


| CLUB Sinful 
| MANHATTAN 
| saturdays: top 40/dance 


nk/alt/pop/dance with Blue 
Jay and Nikrofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 

Every Sat Dj Butter 

THE ROOST Upstairs: — 

Monthly theme parties with Dj 
} jazzy; New music with DJ Dan 
and Mike; Downstairs: Retro 

music; $4 (member)/$6 (non- 

member) 

ROXY ON WHYTE Session 

saturday: dance/R&B, hip hop 

with D] Extreme 

SAVOY Deep house with 

Winston Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB live | 
Metal Night with Bran | 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with Dj Clay 

TONIC AFTER DARK Soul 
saturdays: Urban with Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 


House/trance with Jeff Hillis, Dj 
unchee, D] Danae and 


¥ AFTERHOURS Charlie 
Mayhem, Donovan, Juicy, 
anthony Donohue, Saint Luke 


YOUR APARTMENT Nordic 
Foundations: D] Dennis Zaz 
ynd Rackman Powers 


= 
SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 
—_——— TT 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE | 
Every Sun (9pm-midnight) 
Reclaim; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE King 
Muskafa (ska) 


FATBOYZ Every Sun (7- 
pm): Open jam session 
hosted by Imaginary Friend 

(blues, roots); * 


O'BYRNE'S Every Sun: Joe 
Bird's Irie jam; 9:30pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Sin, with 


D} Dudeman, The Cleats, 
Knucklhead, The Operators, 


The Lanecasters; 9pm; $6 
WINSPEAR REHEARSAL | 


HALL Andrea House (CD 
release party), Shuyler Jansen; 
7pm; $12 (adv)/$15 (door); 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 420-1757, Blackbyrd 
Music, The Acoustic Music 
Shop, Avenue Guitars 


CLASSICAL 


FESTIVAL PLACE Prairie 
Debut Series: Erika Raum (vio- 
lin), David Moroz (piano); 
7:30pm; $14; tickets available | 
at Festival Place box office, | 
TicketMaster 


ROBERTSON WESLEY UNIT- 
ED CHURCH Belle Canto; } 
(10:30am-noon); tickets avail- 
able by phone at 732-1262 | 


SELECT Every Sun: Thomas | 
Mead (lute); 5:30-9pm. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sunday 
Showcase: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra featuring | 
Charles Olivieri-Munroe (con- 
ductor), Scott Whetham 
(tuba), Scott Meek (piano); | 
2pm; tickets start at $20; stu- 
dent/senior discounts available; | 
$15 student rush seating avail- 
able from the box office one 
hour prior to concert time 


DUS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB | 
Ladies Night: urban with DJ | 
Invinceable 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Worship Sundays: | 
House/trance with Big Daddy, 
Trapz, MD 


MANHATTAN CLUB Industry | 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Atmosphere: funk, rare groove, 
hip hop with Dj Cool Curt 
THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend with 
Dj Jazzy; $2 | 
SAVOY French Pop: mixed | 
with Deja Dj | 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE King 
Muskafa (ska) 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS Upper Fl, 10545- 
82 Ave, 439-1422 


ARDEN THEATRE S St. 
Anne Street, St. Albert, 
459-1542/450-8000 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 
Ave, 702-1800 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 436-4418 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Road, 484- 
7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
11725B Jasper Ave, 488- 
6636 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
10815 Jasper Ave, 425- 
0850 


CAPITAL HILL PUB 142-3 
Stony Plain Rd, 454-3063 
CASINO (EDMONTON) 
7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CONVOCATION HALL U 
of A Campus, 420-1757 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 
481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 
Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DANTE'S WORLD PUB 
170 St, Stony Plain Road, 
486-4448 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB 10018-105 St, 
upstairs), 990-1792 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 
429-3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 
454-9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 
Ave, 474-5554 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 
437-3633 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 
Festival Way, Sherwood 
Park, 449-3378 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAU- 
RANT (EDMONTON) 
Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave, Entrance, 426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


GRANT MacEWAN 
CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
John L. Haar Theatre, 
10045-156 St, 497-4436 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 


L.B.'S Every Mon: open stage 
with Randy Martin; Ipm-2am 
RED'S Eve 6, Yellowcard, 
Jersey; $15; Tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Red's 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
jimmy Whiffen 

SIDETRACK CAFE Every Mon: 


open stage with Ben Spencer; 
9pm; no cover 


DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Indie rock with Penny and the 
Jets 

DUSTER’S Every Mon: Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. 


O’BYRNE’S Every Mon: H.1.P.; 
Hospitality Industry Party with 
D} Finnegan 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Martyn 
Joseph (Welsh singer- 
songwriter); 7:30pm; $22.50; 
tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Arden box office 
459-1542 


BLUES ON WHYTE King 
Muskafa (ska) 

DRUID Every Tue: open stage 
with Chris Wynters 
O'BYRNE'S Every Tue: Celtic 
night with Shannon Johnson 
and friends; 9:30pm 

RED'S Opeth, Devil Driver, 
Moonspell; all ages, licensed 
event; 7pm (door), 8pm 
(show); $25 (adv)/$28 (day 
of/door); tickets available at 
TickeMaster, Red's, Blackbyrd, 
Freecloud, Megatunes, FS, 
Listen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Dave Hiebert 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen 

SIDETRACK Rosetta Stone, 
The Drogues; 9pm; $7 
'WINSPEAR CENTRE Jann 
Arden 

YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday 


Jam Session: hosted by Deari 
Pierno Trio; 8pm (door), 9pm 


453-1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 
423-HALO 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave, 
440-2233 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
4003-106 St, 436-4403 


THE JOINT WEM, 486- 
3013 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St. 
Albert, 460-9100 


LONGRIDERS 11733-78 
St, 479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 423-7884 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10086 
MacDonald Dr, 413- 
6159/993-1062 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, down- 
stairs, 413-4578 


O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-S997 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
THEATRE 12845-102 Ave, 
477-1586/432-7503 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
HALL 10425 University 
Ave, 438-2736 


(show); $3 
DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and Dj Tues with Run 
Riot Professional Music 
Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with DJ Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, Dj 
Invinceable, Q.B. 

DUSTER’S PUB Dj “Name a 
Tune” Dan 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia: with DJ Whit-Ford 
GAS PUMP Every Tue: 
Karaoke contest with Dj Gord 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Tue: Dj Butter, two-step 
lessons with Leon 

THE ROOST Hot Butt Contest: 
with Dj Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 
SEEDY’S Electro-trash: elec- 
tro/punk funk with Dj Miss 
Mannered 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Tuffhouse: Reno and Mr. 'O' 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Every Wed: open mic hosted 
by Dan Holden; 8:30pm 
BLACK DOG FREE HOUSE 
Bon Voyage for Marek Tyler: 
AA Sound System, May Kings 
BLUES ON WHYTE King 
Muiskafa (ska) 


FESTIVAL PLACE Prairie 
Oyster (country swing); 7:30 
pm; $24 (cabaret)/$22 
(theatre seating); tickets 
available at Festival Place box 
office, TicketMaster 


O'BYRNE'S Every Wed: Chris 
Wynters and friends; 9:30pm 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 ’ 


RED’S WEM Phase Ili, 481- 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 
St, 444-1822 


ROBERTSON WESLEY 
UNITED CHURCH 10209- 
123 St, 732-1262 


THE ROOST 10345-104 
St, 426-3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 107 35- 
96 Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
10544-82 Ave, 439-7699 


RUBY SKYE BAR 
LOUNGE WEM, Bourbon 
St, 489-6789 


RUM JUNGLE WEN, Phase 
Il, 486-9494 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 
421-0992 


SELECT 10018-106 St, 
428-1629 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, 
5004-98 Ave, 463-7788 * 
Rice Howard Way, 426- 
7784 © 10341-82 Ave, 
433-9676 * Bourbon St 
(WEM), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333- 
112 St, 421-1326 


THE STANDARD 6107- 
104 St, 438-2582 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL Every 
Wed: Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

POWEK PLANT Sex, Drugs 
and Alatt and Scruggs: Acoustic 
jam featuring Marc Ladouceur 
(quitar, mandolin), Bruce Blair 
(fiddle), john "Woody” 
Woroschuk (dobro), Darcy 
Whiteside (banjo), Stacy 
Robichaud (mandolin, guitar); 
bluegrass, newgras); 8pm 
(door), 9pm (music); $5 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Every Wed: Little Flower 
‘open stage hosted by Brian 
Gregg; 8pm 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen 

SIDETRACK The Trucks, Mike 
Petkau, Dave Quanbury; 9pm; 
$6 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Jann 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 
gressive/breaks with Tripswitch 
and guests 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D) Stephan 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix Tape 
Bar Star College Nite: with Dj) 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 

GAS PUMP Every Wed: 
Karaoke contest with D] Gord 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Wed: Dj Butter 

THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
Dj Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 

SEEDY’S Rockabilly 
Wednesdays; Hotrod Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Appreciation Wednesdays: Hip 
hop, R&B, reggae, soul with 
Reno and Mr. 'O' 

YOUR APARTMENT Big Rock 
Indie Rock Night: indie rock 
with D] Shouldbeinaband 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main 
Fl, 10551-82 Ave, 432- 
7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
11072 Jasper Ave, 420- 
0448 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
9920-62 Ave, 408-2877 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018-105 St (downstairs), 
990-1792 


UNCLE GLENN’S 7666- 
156 St, 481-3192 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111- 
105 St, 439-3388 


WINSPEAR REHEARSAL 


HALL Winspear Centre, 
9720-102 Ave, 420-1757 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
9720-102 Ave, 420-1757 


13915-115 Ave, 420-1757, 
477-1586 


XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 
466-8069 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028- 
102 St, 
www.yafterhours.com 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203- 
86 Ave, 432-0428 


YOURAPARTMENT 81 20- 
101 St, 433-3337 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117- 
101 St, 425-6151 
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NADY Ss 


Maple Music Recording Artist 


From Toronto 


With Guests 
EMI Recording Artists 


S ta b ! A oO Eluontons Beet Reet 100,3 fm 


From Vancouver ball 
ata 


por Nada 


doors at 8:30 

No Minors 

tickets at Blackbyrd, 
Ticketmaster, The 
Powerplant 


» A Service of Your Students’ Union For Students, Staff, Alumni and their Guests 


DWrcae 


TUESDAY 


JANUARY 20 


2004 


RED’s 


ALL AGES/LICENSED/DOORS: 7:00 PM 


TICKETS ® TICKETMASTER, RED'S, BLACKBYRD, 
FREECLOUD, MEGATUNES, FS, AND LISTEN 


: : Music For NATIONS ope 
| DvD AeNoR- formations.co.uk \ 
a 22 heen m 
¥ * € a 


Hlradiotakeover ; 
radiotakcove evan 


4 
ANOTHER PRODUCTION Jywonf BY THE UNION 


Warner Music recording artist 
BW Gin 


with guests : 


SATURDAY FEB 7TH [NGIT-DYNAN) es 


ay VvE EMI =. 


DOORS @8:30PM, NO MINORS / TIX $12 in Advance 
Available at TicketMaster, Listen, Blackbyrd, Powerplant 


POWERPLANT 


“Anarcoustic” 
singer/songwriter is 
a Party monster 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


“WE: if brains were balls en 
masse castration/Frame the 
masses, feed the frustra- 
tion/Look no further than a world 


class town/Where the rodeo bull is the - is 
sacred cow.” With lyrics like these, it’s = 10333-112 $T r 421-1326 “ 

no surprise that Kris Demeanor has 

been called the most original song- THU = 2 15 

writer to come out of Calgary (on 
national radio, no less ). But ask 


eINDIE 


Demeanor how much his hometown 
has changed in the past decade and he 
doesn’t respond with a bitter diatribe 
about the city’s unchecked culture of 
consumption. Sure, he read recently 
that American retail chains like to 


ENT PARKIN 


wrre serecrar cusstT ROUTE IV 


SS) ol 
‘Rhymes and 
(Kris Demeanor 


open outlets there because Calgarians 

will buy anything, that Calgarians have 

the highest debt load of all urban 

Canadians. Yet he actually finds the 

frenetic madness of our southern sis- 
. ter’s workaday world inspiring. 

“I'm not into railing against peo- 
ple’s habits, but it’s fun to be a specta- 
tor,” says Demeanor, mentioning a 
spoken-word number called “Liquida- 
tion World” he’s slotted onto his next 
studio album. “I wonder what pur- 
chasing all this stuff is making up 


SEE PAGE 30 
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By JENNY FENIAK 


Kitchen implementers 


Come On in My Kitchen V ¢ With 
Mark Sterling, Brent Parkin, Doug 
Andrew and Dave “Crawdad” Can- 
tera ¢ Festival Place © Sat, Jan 17 
When good fortune hits you, the only 
thing you can do is roll with it. After 
going out on a limb to arrange a not- 
so-ordinary blues performance five years 
ago, Come On in My Kitchen producer 
Peter North realized the chemistry at 
work was something special. “I thought, 
‘Well, why not put together a show 
where it’s something rather than just 
one guy who gets up and does his set,’ 
y'know, and do something where some 
people are collaborating?” he says. 
“Blues, like jazz, is a good form of music 
to do that in because everybody sort of 
speaks the same language.” 

Working in collaboration with Mark 
Sterling, a local blues guitarist and band- 
leader for Adam Gregory, North has 
organized the annual gig, now in its fifth 
year, at Festival Place by tracking down a 
few choice players to perform both orig- 
inal tunes and genre standards. This 
year, Sterling will be lined up with local 
harmonica player Dave “Crawdad” Can- 


tera, who often lends his talents to 


guests at the Yardbird Suite, as well as . 


Brent Parkin from Winnipeg and Doug 
Andrew from Vancouver's garage string 
band Circus in Flames. 

“My hunch was right,” North says, 
“and the chemistry was really good. So 
the whole premise of the thing is sort of 
like a front porch pickin’ session. But 
everybody gets their own spot and some- 
times it gets broken:dowmtorduos. 


House party 


Andrea House CD Release Party ° 
With Shuyler Jansen ¢ Winspear 
Rehearsal Hall ¢ Sun, jan 18 (7pm) 
It’s not uncommon for musicians to try 
out new ideas at the kitchen table dur- 
ing the early morning hours. But Andrea 
House started performing her own 
songs on her living room floor with a 
few pints and a guitar, mostly for the 
amusement of close friends. “I am in no 
way a lady who plays at ‘parties,” House 
exclaims, before acknowledging that 
might be an overstatement. “I guess | 
did a couple of times. Like, I’m sure | did 
that— just don’t want to admit it.” 
Luckily, House rarely holds things 
back when she performs—as she'll 
prove when she croons her “late night 
love poetry” this weekend at the Win- 
spear Rehearsal Hall. House has 
planned a “super-fun” party, complete 


- with classy digs and sexy prizes, to cel- 


ebrate the release of her debut CD, 
Heart’s Hotel. She’s as surprised as any- 
one to find herself at this destination— 
not only is the Sterling Award-winning 
actress now a folk musician but she’s a 
new mom as well. 

“1 fell in love with my guitar player,” 


is the explanation House blurts out at 
the start of our interview. The full story, 
however, is a little more involved. Three 
years ago, House was given 50 bucks by 
a friend who wanted a recorded copy of 
her “party” songs. After making 
arrangements with Scott Franchuk at 
Riverdale Recorders, she headed to the 
Black Dog for a rewarding beer—and 
that’s where she met soundman Chris 
Smith, who offered his assistance on the 
demo. House readily accepted. She had 
her brother burn copies of the crayon- 
covered CD-R and eventually sold 300 
copies, some of which were passed 
onto CBC and CKUA. By early 2002, the 
now-defunct Alberta Roots Music Soci- 
ety offered her one of their fundraising 
shows to record a full-length album and 
again she accepted. 

Throughout it all, it was Smith 
(who's played guitar longer than not 
with such talents as the Piemyn, 
Hookahman, Jr. Gone Wild and his own 
group, the Almost Leather Band) who 
House turned to for direction and 
advice. Smith took on the role not just 
of producer and lead guitarist for Heart’s 
Hotel, but as the love of House's life and 
the father of her first child, Etta George. 

“Chris always said, “Your songs are 
strong, your voice is lovely, your gui- 
tar-playing gets better everyday—just 
shut up and be grateful and let’s make 
a nice album,’” says House, who 
recorded the disc over10 days last 
February with a stellar lineup of play- 
ers Smith was acquainted with. 
Shuyler Jansen, Thom Golub, Marc 
Ladouceur, Liz Han, Cam Neufeld and 
drummer Marek Tyler will all be on 
hand to recreate their parts, along 
with a few special guests. © 


| SAT 317) 
THE MIDDLE DRIFT 


"MUSIC FROM THE MIDD: 


DIVISION & WELLESLEY 
| SUN 218) 


KNUCRLEME 


Pitts 


CJSR 20° ANNIVERSARY PARTY «io THE DUDES, DIETCHE V 24% 
a! RONNIE HAYWARD TRIO, JOHN HENRY 23 
DAN BERN TICKETS ON SALE NOW [ SHOW ON APRIL 17 ] 


BEN SPENCER 


: SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE SIDETRACK CAFE : 


SI AGE 


ILE DRIFT' CD RELEASE 


ALL AGES 
bs 3PM SHOW 


|MIKE PETKAU 
| & DAVE QUANBURY 


THE SALTEENS 
te THE DOERS 
fad DEW LSP LEN DER 


COMING SOON: 


: DON'T FORGET, EVERY SUNDAY, WE HAVE A BREAKFAST BRUNCH THAT RUNS FROM 10AM TO 2PM... 


NEW MENU ENTREES FOR THE WINTER SEASON! 


 MMMMM... THE SIDETRACK OUTDOES ITSELF ON IT'S NEW WINTER MENU OF ENTREES AND MUNCH 


Tee eencoeseesenee Oem e ee eee eee eee e eee eee eneereseesseeeeeneeeeseee® “ 


for more listings and information visit... 


WWW.SIDETRACKCAFE.COM J 
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NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 JASPER AVENUE 


*sLike holidaying in Twin Peaks, 
it is, as the title and chorus of 
his ode to road hogs observes, 

"wicked and weird’ ...4/599 
- @Q MAGAZINE (UK) 


hip-hop for people who think 
they hate hip-hop * * *& * 9? 
- NOW MAGAZINE» 


‘sPick Hit -'A' 99) 
- VILLAGE VOICE (US) 


“Buck is staggeringly talented 
. bere musically and lyrically, and 


this is a beautiful, complex 
album that gets deeper with 
every listen * * * * 9 


- TORONTO SUN 


s¢,..Talkin' Honky Blues (is) one 
of the most evocative dises of 


this year * * * *y 


- EDMONTON JOUR Ay 


i CONCERT | 
24 JAN- 7 


www.buck65.com 
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Cue the violins 


Yellowcard tempers 
its punk anthems 
with the sound 

of strings 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


f you don’t listen carefully, you 

might assume that nothing distin- 

guishes Yellowcard from any other 
upbeat punk band out there. There’s 
drums, guitars and lyrics about girls, 
alienation and the evils of the world. 
But wait—is that a violin? 

Most assuredly yes. Sean Mackin’s 
amped-up bow work is the secret 
ingredient that’s helped the California- 
by-way-of-Florida band garner a buzz, 
first in the indie world and now in the 
mainstream. It certainly helped con- 
vince Capitol Records to beat away the 
other major labels banging on the 
group’s door and offer a deal to record 
the recently-released Ocean Avenue. 

In high school, guitarist Ben 
Harper and Mackin played in an 
acoustic group together, hanging out 
at coffeehouse stages and getting mel- 
low. When Yellowcard started out, 
Mackin came by with his violin and 
jammed along with one of the band’s 
slower songs. Eventually, Mackin 


began climbing onstage at gigs. “It 
just kind of stuck,” Harper explains. 
The band started in 1997 in Jack- 
sonville, Florida and featured several 
of Harper’s high school friends, like 
Mackin, original bassist Warren 
Cooke and drummer Longineu Par- 
sons. It didn’t take long for the band 
to change directions, picking up 
Ryan Key as a vocalist after Harper 
invited him to jam at a practice. 
Soon, they moved to southern Cali- 
fornia, eager to join the ranks of the 
bands that had inspired them in the 
first place. They recorded two 


e\PUNK 


records, One for the Kids for Lobster 
Records, and The Underdog EP for 
Fueled by Ramen.:Cooke left the 
band during their turn on the 2002 
Warped Tour and was eventually 
replaced by Alex Lewis. 

Throughout their history, it was- 
n't unusual to see kids stop bouncing 
in front of the stage when Yellowcard 
started playing, Harper says. “They'd 
see the violin,” he says, “and imme- 
diately they'd start asking questions 
about whether we’d rock with it. 
We're a pretty energetic band, so it 
does take you aback when you see 
the kids stare at you. In a good way, 


vuewrEKly i> 
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mind you. The CD 7 Merch sales 
would be astronomic 

While the violin thing is usually 
the focal point, Harper stresses tha; 
it’s hardly a gimmick. “It’s like anoth. 
er guitar in some ways,” he says. “The 
violin has so much emotion in it, ang 
we've never run into any blockage 
with it before. Sean sings backup 
vocals [as well]—there’s so much use 
for the guy. We don’t think about [the 
violin] like that, whether it’s a gim- 
mick or whatever. Sean’s good-look. 
ing, too. It’s not the violin; it’s Sean.’ 

Furthering the point, Harper says 
it wouldn’t matter what instrument; 
they played if the songs were no 
good. The melodic anthems op 
Ocean Avenue—penned primarily by 
Key—might speak to youthful enny 
and frustration, but the bottom line 
in their songwriting process is what's 
going to hype up the crowd. “We're 
a live band,” Harper says. “There are 
times that a song will deteriorate ' 
because we didn’t think it would » 
over as well as another one—doe: 
that make sense? We just love songs 
that we love playing live. It’s not 
about [thinking that] we have to 
sound like this or that.” © 


YELLOWCARD 
With Eve 6 and Jersey © Red's « 
Mon, Jan 19 (7pm) 


classical 
notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


All about Eve 


In spite of snow and cold, Ensemble de 
la Rue lured an enthusiastic crowd to 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church on New 
year's Eve. It’s typical of the group’s high 
spirits that press releases advertised de /a 
New, a pun on composer Pierre de la 
Rue’s name. Also typical was the con- 
cert‘s approach to Renaissance music: 
more lusty and playful than solemn and 
prayerful. The program was celebratory, 
though most texts were Biblical. This 
seems healthy. Religious choral music 
has been associated too long with grim 
faces and sober demeanour. 

The audience of friends, admirers and 
church folk came prepared to be amazed. 
\t's well known that director William 
Kempster flies in from New Hampshire 
just a few days before each the concert 
yet puts together a luminous perfor- 
mance. Not that he’s on his own. These 
experienced singers do their homework. 
The choice of repertoire also reveals care- 
ful planning—seasonal, yes, but arranged 
for variety. In addition, Kempster writes 
detailed program notes; | always come 
away from his concerts feeling I’ve been 
educated as well as enthralled. 

Three gorgeous works by Felix 
Mendelssohn and two by Josquin des 
Prez provided the core of the program. 
Kempster also fitted in works by William 
Byrd and Gabriel Jackson. Gustavo 
Leguizamon’‘s Me voy quedando suggest- 
ed the demise of the old year. In spite of 
the melancholy words, the danceable 
music was as expected of an Argentinian 
composer. The audience joined in the 
encore. What else? “Auld Lang Syne.” 

This is the year of the duet for 


Edmonton’‘s “Premier de la Classe de Vir- 
tuosité” on the keyboards, Jeremy Spur- 
geon. In November he teamed up with 
Sylvia Shaddick-Taylor. Then, on January 
11, he and Roger Admiral performed 
piano duets by Bach, Mozart, Kurtag, 
Schubert and Bizet. When asked about 
it, Spurgeon smiles charmingly. “I’ve 
waited 23 years to do duets,” he says. 

Spurgeon played secondo, marking 
the tempo without becoming strident, 
even in Gyérgy Kurtag’s modern work, 
which calls for both bold attack and a 
sense of mystery. The atonal sound with 
its echoing silences was an interesting 
choice for the centre of the program, 
after dignified short pieces by Bach 
(arranged by Kurtag) and a typically 
vivacious suite by Mozart. Such a con- 
cert would be incomplete without Schu- 
bert, composer of some of the most 
haunting and beautiful melodies ever 
written. Communicating that emotion in 
a duet offers a challenge; obviously the 
performers must play as much for each 
other as for the audience. The final work 
on the printed program was the playful 
“Jeux d’enfants,” three pieces by 
Georges Bizet, and the encore gave lis- 
teners a little jazz (Walton) and a little 
dance music (Matyas Seiber). 

Duets are great entertainment, 
what with keeping the hands straight 
and the themes straight. Though they 
made a fine team, Spurgeon and Admi- 
ral were noncommittal about whether 
they would do more such concerts. 
Both are so busy it’s a miracle they 
were able to find the time to rehearse. 

A performance that might have 
benefited from more rehearsal was a 
University of Alberta student produc- 
tion of Terry Riley's In C. The endurance 
prize goes to Jeff Donkersgoed on the 
glockenspiel, who provided the eighth- 
note pulse while the other musicians 
(any number, any instrument) played 
53 musical cells with ad hoc repetitions. 
In spite of attempts to be creative, e.g., 
from bassist Toscha Turner, the mono- 
chromatic sound didn’t fully explore 
the dynamic possibilities of the piece. A 
good attempt, however. 

These are hard acts to follow, but the 
season promises more. On January 15 at 


Winner of the 2002 Just For Laughs Comedy Award 


The Slip-Knot 


Written by & Starring TJ Dawe 


One of the most brilliant comic monologues 


Sat. . 


ever delivered” - Montreal Gazette 


OD 
Hn We 3 Mey 


24, 2004, 7:30 p.m. 
Box Office: 962-8995 


— 
TICK EN [ATE bp 


: $90 adults, $15 students & seniors 


01 Calahoo Road, Spruce ¢ e, AB 


King Steet Mall 


A 


the Winspear, Edmonton’s beloved 
Angela Cheng plays Mozart in an 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra concert 
of works influenced by Shakespeare; 
Charles Olivieri-Munroe conducts. Fri- 
day's Faculty and Friends concert at Con- 
vocation Hall features double pianos 
(Jacques Després and Kyoko Hashimoto) 
plus Trevor Brandenberg and Darryl 
Salyn on percussion. On Friday and Sat- 
urday, Clarinetist Don Ross’s work is fea- 


January 20 
7:30 PM 


"A depth, 
resonance and 
emotional 
punch, which 
belies 
(ore)ps) olelsnielen 
(O)ai-me) melee UL ii(e; 
music's most 
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tured in After Image, a performance by 
the Brian Webb Dance Company at the 
John L. Haar Theatre. Sunday at 2 p.m. 
revives the ESO’s Sunday Showcase series 
and features Scott Whetham, principal 
tuba, as well as Scott Meek, winner of 
the 2002 Shean Competition. Music 
Wednesdays at Noon at McDougall 
Church, has “trio con brio” (violin, cello 
and piano) slated for January 21. To iden- 
tify individual players, be there! © 
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Kris Demeanor 


Continued from page 27 


for—what are people needing? It . 


makes me realize how all-encompass- 
ing commercial culture is. As long as 
people have a cheesy Irish pub and a 
Blockbuster nearby, they don’t need 
much more. Especially if they‘re work- 
ing so hard and are tired all the time.” 
Amidst this explosion of artistic 
stimulation, Demeanor has felt com- 
pelled to work pretty hard as well. 
After fronting a folk-pop trio called 
Tinderbox for five years, he released a 
self-titled solo disc in 1999, then fol- 
lowed it up with Lark in August of 
2002. Over the last 12 months he’s 
had a relentless road schedule, spiking 
several prairie trips and folk festivals 
(including the Calgary Folk Fest) with 
three weeks in Australia and a month 
in Europe (Germany, Holland, Den- 
mark and Norway) this past fall. 
Although it’s exhausting, not 
romantic, to sleep on somebody’s floor 
for seven straight nights, the European 
tour was worth it for Demeanor. “I’m 


LIVE IN CONCERT! 


10081 Jasper Ave. Poladium Build 
coll 429-PLUB for more info 
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philosophical about it,” he says. “Being 
in a shitty situation in Denmark is bet- 
ter than being in a half-decent situation 
in Calgary.” In Scandinavia, because 
most people speak English so well, they 
seemed to get his songs right away— 
even subtle ones, like his Johnny Cash- 
style ballad about Neil Stonechild, the 
17-year-old native youth who froze to 
death after being driven to the outskirts 
of Saskatoon by the police. 


NOT ALL OF Demeanor’s songs are so 
dark and moody. In fact, his live 
shows are generally full of rollicking, 
up-tempo numbers, which are the pre- 
cisely the type of tracks he recorded 
over two nights at the Ironwood in 
Calgary last October for a live album, 
tentatively titled Party All Night, set for 
release in late February. (Warning: 
ironic lyrics! The record will contain 
“Airborne Bastard,” about allergy 
problems, and a spoken-word piece 
called “Dinner Tonight,” about killing 
and eating a Canada goose down by 
the river.) “Doing songs in the studio 
can kill your enthusiasm for them at 
the best of times, especially songs like 


these,” says Demeanor, who does 
intend to follow Party All Night with a 
more formal release. 

In the meantime, he’s touring 
again, coming to Edmonton with elec. 
tric guitarist Chantal Vitalis and bassjst 
Diane Kooch, two of the three mem 
bers of his Crack Band. And Demeanor 
won't merely be alternating sets with 
his “We Love Alberta $” tourmate 
Geoff Berner; he'll be backing up the 
Vancouver-based accordionista (and 
vice versa) because they’ve been good 
friends since doing Saskatchewan, in a 
car with no heat, with American 
singer/songwriter Carmaig de Forest 
three winters ago. Berner says he and 
Demeanor get along because they both 
play folk music that isn’t boring—one 
promoter called it “anarcoustic’ 
music—and Demeanor agrees. “Me 
and Geoff try to focus on being enter- 
ee ees on many different levels,” h 
says. “Whether it’s being sarcastic, or 
getting drunk.” © 
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By DAVID STONE 


Go ask Morales 


David Morales ¢ The Standard ¢ 
Thu, Jan 22 All that talk about dance 
music being nothing more than a fad? 
David Morales has a message for you 
non-believers. “Anyone who says that 
DJs are done is out of their mind,” he 
says deliberately over the phone from 
New York City. 

Morales should know. The 41- 
year-old New York DJ was there at the 
birth of house music, spinning at the 
legendary Paradise Garage in the early 
1980s. He’s won a Grammy for remix- 
ing a pop star’s ditty into a late-night 
dancefloor devastator, and he’s found- 
ed his own production company and 
label, Def Mix, which has helped 
define the modern American house 
sound. He’s built clubs, like Montreal’s 
Stereo, and careers. He’s seen it all 
fade away and come back—not for 
years, but generations. The only true 
change he’s seen has been technolo- 
gy, with the advent of CD and MP3 
players, software synths and digital 


mixers, forcing veterans such as him- 
self to adapt. 

When Morales started out, there 
were no “superstar Djs” either, so he’s 
candid about that subject as well. “| 
think it’s a disgrace how some super- 
star DJs behave,” he begins. “They 
seem to have forgotten where they 
come from, as far as how humble— 
and how hungry—you were when you 
started, how much nicer you were to 
people, how much more co-operative 
you were. It’s the people that made 
you a star. You're not born a star. With- 
out the fans, you’re nobody.” 

He shifts his tone to a growl. 
“When the show’s finished, when you 
go back to your hotel room, and after 
you kick that piece of ass to the side, 
you have to wake up and look at your- 
self in the mirror. It’s just you, by your- 
self. Now, are you happy with yourself? 
Forget about all the cheers and people 
stroking you in the club, telling you 
how great you are—when you're there 
by yourself, who's there to tell you 
that? Who are you at the end of the 
day? You're nobody. You're Joe Blow— 
your status, whatever, don’t mean a 
thing when you're by yourself.” 

Morales isn’t a fan of genre fascists, 
either. It’s not unusual for the house- 
centric Morales drop a variety of 
flavours and moods into his sets, from 
dark progressive to soaring trance. “I'll 
play a trance record not because I’m a 
trance Dj,” he says, “but because | 
happen to like the record—not for the 
genre of music it’s supposed to stand 
for. | think it’s terrible that it’s come to 
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this separation of music rather than 
being this single musical journey.” 

That attitude stems from his days 
back at the Paradise Garage. “Back 
then,” he.says, “it was about music. 
Whether it was Talking Heads or 
Luther Vandross—it’s just music. The 
best thing about those times was that 
when there was a big record, every- 
body was on that big record. It’s not 
like now, where everything is so 
spread out. This is why the dance 
business is so screwed up. That’s how 
hip hop is so strong—it caters to one 
genre. A big record comes out, and 
everybody’s on it. In clubland? Forget 
about it—it’s a mess. Everybody’s 
playing their special track or whatever 
on CD, and they hide the music 
away—there’s no camaraderie. Guys 
do pass things around every now and 
then, but you’re afraid of sharing 
music as well, because there’s boot- 
legging and stuff.” 

While Morales is more than willing 
to give away his own headphones, he 
isn’t as forthcoming about his new 
album, due for release through Def 
Mix this year, insisting that it’s “a 
party-kind of record.” Although he’s 
produced hundreds of remixes for stars 
like Mariah Carey and U2 as well as his 
own singles, making an album has 
been an elusive goal thus far. But when 
it's done, who knows what's next. “I'm 
not thinking about what I did yester- 
day—it’s more about where I’m going 
tomorrow,” he says. “I’m 41 going on 
26. As long as | stay healthy and don’t 
develop arthritis, Ill be okay.” © 
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GENERATION GENOCIDE 


Proud Canadian punks Jersey ripped 
a€ross the éountry for the majority of 
2003. Now, in 2004;they are set to join 
the Essential Musi¢ Tour for another , 
string of amazing shows! Hif their site 
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Longshot 
entrepreneur is 
still the friend of 
the Canadian 
underground 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


thing done right, you've got to do 

it yourself. Back in 1994, Mike 
Thug started Longshot Music in Van- 
couver to distribute hard-to-get punk 
and oi music across Canada. A cou- 
ple of years later, the independent 
label began putting out records of its 
own. The operation has slowly 
expanded, releasing albums by a 
host of up-and-coming bands, 
including some of Alberta’s hottest 
acts—the Wednesday Night Heroes, 
the Cleats and the Operators have all 
found a home with Longshot. 

Last June, however, Thug decided 
to pull up stakes and move the busi- 
ness to New York City. He was follow- 
ing his heart (and the girl who stole 
it) but the prospect of whooping it up 
in NYC also had its selling points. 
Today, although Thug says he misses 
a lot of things about life in Canada, 
the move has been good all around. 
He’s still committed to bringing out 
great music from the Canadian 
underground—and ironically, the 
new American location has helped 
move things along. “The reception of 
running a label based out of New 
York City is incredible,” Thug says, 
“so that is starting to keep me busier.” 

After nearly a decade, Longshot 
Music will be having its first show- 
case series, with three shows taking 
place in Edmonton and Calgary. It’s 
also a chance for Thug to reconnect 
with some old friends and check out 
the scene for new talent. He’s man- 


[ they say, if you want some- 


aged to assemble an impressive and 
diverse array of bands from across 
the country for his roster, but the 
fact that a large portion of them 
come from Alberta makes this an 
ideal location for the events. 

“My goal,” Thug says, “is to cre- 
ate a strong network of bands from 
across Canada who can hopefully 
help each other out by supporting 
each other on tours, booking shows, 
et cetera. There was never a con- 
scious effort to create a label based 
on bands from Edmonton, but it’s 
just so easy to keep working with 
bands from Edmonton because there 
are so many good bands and all the 
people involved with the scene are 
so incredibly easy to work with and 
so supportive of their local bands.” 

Edmontonians will get a special 
treat on Sunday: after calling it quits 
nearly two years ago so that guitarist 
Chris Venner could go to medical 


E 


school, the Cleats will be getting 
back together for that night's all-ages 
gig. Bassist and engineering guru Nik 
Kozub says the group always planned 
on getting together for one more 
show, and as luck would have it, all 
the cards fell into place for them to 
play the showcase. But Kozub (who's 
recorded several local discs for Long- 
shot) isn’t surprised that Edmonton 
bands have taken such a leading role 
at the label. “I’m so proud of the 
bands here,” he says. “I just think it’s 
the best. I’ve been across this country 


Mike Thug and harmonies 


to get out here with 
a box of the group’s 
debut disc, Alexander 
and Gore. Not only is 
lead singer Greg Huff 
an Edmonton expa- 
triate—a fact that 
practically guaran- 
tees them a warm 
reception—but when 
the album came out 
in November, the 
band was too busy 
traveling for the hol- 
idays, so they 
haven't had a proper 
release party yet. 
Named after a street 
corner near their 
practice space in Vancouver's drug 
ravaged east side, Alexander and Gore 
is a gritty look at the seedy side of 
life. Many of the tunes are just good 
boot-stomping, beer-drinking 
anthems, but others, like “Take a 
Look,” speak about the social blight 
facing their hometown. 

“We thought it sort of says a lot 
about the state of Vancouver and the 
[reluctance] of anyone to do any- 
thing about the social problems 
down here,” Lancaster says. “There’s 
people out here who are just getting 


The Lancasters 


treated like shit and I think that’s 
not right. Some days you can say, 
‘Holy shit. I’m so lucky,’ and others 
it can get you down. You just see life 
in its most raw form.” @ 


LONGSHOT RECORDS SHOWCASE 
Show 1: Wednesday Night Heroes, 
Knucklehead, the Lancasters and the 
Operators *780* (Stars: Sat, Jan 17, no 
minors) ¢ Show 2: The Cleats, 
Knucklehead, the Lancasters, the 
Operators *780* (Sidetrack Café: Sun 
Jan 18, 3pm, all ages) 


many, many times and there’s hon- | 


estly—dead serious—nothing like 
Edmonton anywhere.” 


THE LANCASTERS, a three-piece 


oi/punk band from Vancouver, will | 


also be making the trip to Edmonton. 
Drummer Orville Lancaster is excited 
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A shift for the Drift 


A name change 
and a junk-playing 
Frenchman work 
out well for the 
Middle Drift 


By JERED STUFFCO 


sion, Pearl Jam or Led Zeppelin 

nd they’ll tell you that a name 
change can do wonders for your 
career. (While 
we're at it, ask the 
dudes in Rainbow 
Butt Monkeys, 
too). After billing themselves as a 
duo (think Hall and Oates), local 
folk-tinged tunesmiths Jeff Stuart 
and Brian Duffy have officially 


A: bands as diverse as Joy Divi- 


eFOLK 


rechristened themselves the Middle 
Drift—just in time for the release of 
their debut CD. 

“We'd been together for a while 
now, and maybe it was just more of 
a personal thing,” explains Stuart 
over a cup of coffee at a downtown 
café. “Before it was like Brooks and 
Dunn or Simon and Garfunkel or 
something—it was a little bit 
clichéd, a little bit tacky.” 

Partially as an explanation of 
their music—a rootsy blend of coun- 
try, folk and rock influences that 
could be likened to Bob Dylan or 
Neil Young's 
acoustic work— 
both Stuart and 
Duffy feel the new 
moniker sums up the duo’s com- 
bined approach. “It just seems to fit 
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finest in live BLUES and R&B entertainment - EVERYNIGHT!!! a 1 


featuring 
THE CRYSTAL METHOD dinner,” goes one sensitive chorus lyrics. | weed and “natural living,” which gives Dd. @ ar 
LEGION OF BOOM “She's fat and she’s ugly/But | love her.”) you a good idea as to what side of the 
(v2/BMG) Khan knows his roots (maybe a bit granola the Anglers sit on. The one big 


= 
At the height of “electronica,” Califor- 
nia’s Crystal Method came along like a 
weak alternative to Brits like the Chem- 
ical Brothers and the Prodigy, knocking 
out an uneven mix of rock guitars and 
hip hop in their monster beat formula. 
Finally, with Legion of Boom, Ken Jor- 
dan and Scott Kirkland have emerged 
from their bunker of synths and drum 
machines with a sophisticated record 
that leads, not follows. With a diverse 
roster of guests like human beatbox 
Rahzel, Bellrays belter Lisa Kekaula and 
ex-Limp Bizkit guitarist Wes Borland in 
their arsenal, the Method combines 
breakbeats and rock ‘n’ roll in, perfect 
harmony, evident in the explosive first 


too well) and he has a definite James 
Brown moment on “Tell Me” as his 
voice gives a soulful run during breaks 
between the horns in a full-blown funk 
jam. Whither Bootsy? At the same 
time, he can whisk the listener away to 
an entirely different and weird head- 
space with the freaky blues drawl of 
“Shivers Down My Spine.” It’s just 
enough variety to keep it all interesting 
without losing focus. 

Smash Hits is a bit over the top, 
and Khan knows it. Hell, he revels in it. 
But somehow Khan drags you along 
on this ride, and it’s a pleasure to go 
over the top with him. ¥« ¥x % ¥e — 
James ELForD 


exception is “Out on the Road,” a 
song with odd, Nick Cave-like vocals 
declaimed over a stark beat, eerie rat- 
tle and a creepy picking guitar. 

After 10 years of playing around at 
bars and festivals, the Anglers have 
come up with an album that, unsur- 
prisingly, feels like it wants to be played 
live at a bar or a festival. It’s almost like 
a group of guys got together and 
decided to play and record a few songs 
for friends—which might explain the 
occasional odd problem like the lack of 
vocal harmony on “Lonely Days.” It 
ain’t bad, but the music needs the 
warm, organic feel that only comes 
live. We —James EvrorD 


singh mere iaa Slows” THE ANGLERS JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
Despite the title, however, Legion of A QUARTER OUNCE OF PREVENTION _LIVE FROM LONDON 
Boom doesn’t march from bombast to (GROOVE REVIVAL) (DVD) (IVE) 


bombast—rather, it revels in dynamics, 
from the claustrophobic “The American 
Way” to the finger-snapping strut of 
“Bound Too Long.” While the kooky 
kitchen-sink approach can work when 
it’s done right (e.g., Basement Jaxx’s 
Kish Kash), restraint has improved upon 
the Method’s epic style. If they’ve 


ES 
| wouldn't want to be doing anything 
more fast-paced or stressful than fishing 
when listening to the laid-back medleys 
that make up the Anglers’ debut release. 
After all, the clash between the chilled- 
out attitude that oozes from every pore 
of this band and any upbeat activity 


SSS SES 
The fact that the fucking McDonald's jin- 
gle “\'m Loving It” appears twice on this 
turd is reason to say that this Justin bitch 
should shut up and leave us alone. | 
don’t care if he did bone both Britney 
and Cameron Diaz. @ —Dave JOHNSTON 
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always wanted to make futuristic prog — might cause an embolism. SLAN e s 
rock you can kick to, they seem to have The Anglers sound lazily drifts from ELECTRIC BLUES ibe L lWele le) 
finally accomplished the goal. _ the bluesy “What Was It | Was Looking (LAST GANG) 


Yet tr te —Dave JOHNSTON 


KING KHAN AND HIS SHRINES 
SMASH HITS 

(VICIOUS CIRCLE/FUSION II!) 
[ES 
King Khan, the self proclaimed 
“Muhammad Ali of Rhythm and 
Blues,” has a bit of a modesty deficien- 
cy. Luckily for him, he might have the 
right recipe to back that up—Smash 
Hits is heaped high with the right mix 
of rock ‘n’ roll, psychedelic rhythm ‘n’ 
blues, and just a pinch of soul. 

The album is a full-bodied experi- 
ence, rife with heavy doses of wailing 
horns, screaming guitars, ass-moving 
bass and King’s aching yowl. It’s a rol- 
licking, heavily produced visit to the 
land of soulful psychedelic sex rock that 
consistently maintains a sense of raw fun 
from start to finish. (“Took my lady to 


RED STAR 


COMING SOON 


For?” to the reggae-influenced “The 
Real Revolution.” While the Anglers 
have plenty of different influences, 
there’s a stripped-down but jazzy, jam- 
band feel that ties everything they do 
together. Also tying everything togeth- 
er: countless references to smoking 
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Sook Yin Lee left MuchMusic to do this 
Mod breakbeat stuff. James Bond is to 
the Propellerheads album Decksanddrum- 
sandrockandroll as Austin Powers is to 
this. But with better teeth and fewer crass 
Scottish accents. #9% —Dave JOHNSTON 
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8. Blink 182 — Blink 182 (geffen) 


9. Lhasa — The Living Road (select) 


(helicat) 


10. Outkast — ~ Speakerbox/The Love Below (arista) 


11. Viktor Vaughn — Vaudeville Villain (sound ink) 
12. The Faunts — High Expectations/Low Results (faunts) 


13. Just Because I’m A Women — — Songs Of Dolly 


Parton (sugar hill) 


14. Johnny Cash — The Man Comes Around (american) 

15. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 
16. Robert Randolph — Unclassified (darecords) 

17. Beautiful — —A Tribute To Gordon Lightfoot (northem blues) 
“ 18. Sarah McLachlan — Afterglow (nettwerk) 

19. The Shins — — Chutes Too Narrow (sub pop) 

20. The Unicoms — Who Will Cut Our Hair When 


We're Gone? (alien) 


Rates (matador) 


TEXAS 


CAREFUL WHAT YOU 


WISH FOR 


Sharieen Spiteri and her band, Texas, 


are back. Back with an album chock-full of / 
gorgeous nooks and future radio anthems, — 
an album made in a dream pop universe with 
key recording studios in London, Liverpool, 
oronto, New York and, crucially, Glasgow. 
Texas have made a record that could only 
have emerged in 2003. It's called ‘Careful 
What You Wish For'. Buy it today and try to fail 
on the ice on your way to the store. Liam fell 


and broke his ass this morning. 


On sale now. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shep online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
- ey 


21. Emmylou Haris — Stumble Into Grace (nonesuch) 
22. The Rapture — Echoes (vertigo) 

23. Most Precious Blood — Our Lady Of Annihilation (tustkill) 
24. The Cooper Temple Clause — Kick Up The Fire... (moming) 
25. The Ramblin’ Ambassadors — Avanti (mint) 

26. Mark Lanegan — Here Comes That Weird Chill (beggars) 
27. Paul Westerberg — Come Feel Me Tremble (vagrant) 

28. Iron & Wine - The Sea & The Rhythm (sub pop) 
Guided By Voices — Human Amusements At Hourly 


30. Van Morison — Whats Wrong With This Picture? (blue note) 


Middle Drift 


Continued from page 32 


with the music—it’s kind of open 
and it's got space,” says the chilled- 
out Stuart in measured tones. “It’s 
relatively down-tone and downtem- 
po kind of stuff.” 

No kidding—their new EP Music 
From the Middle Drift is seven tracks of 
heartbreaking melodies about cheatin’ 
and hurtin’ and plays out like a 
breakup record of “Cry Me a River” 
proportions. (Sample lyric: “Traffic 
moans and it goes by fast/I’d like to 
know what I’m tryin’ to ask/Just how 
you're feelin’ and why I'm scared to 
death/Why my bed is made of broken 
glass.”) Is everything okay? “That's 
just the way it comes out,” shrugs Stu- 
art. “It might have just been the head- 
space that we were in.” 


WHATEVER Stuart’s headspace was 
when he penned those lyrics, he was 
in a good mood when it came time to 
make the album. Recorded at a small 
studio near Vancouver, Stuart and 
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LONGSHOT MUSIC 


Duffy hooked up with drummer and 
longtime pal Shaun Maguire, producer 
Ivan Gayton and a crop of other like- 
minded musicians for three whole 
weeks. Even though Stuart and Duffy 
were given free rein during that time 
to experiment with the wonders of 
digital technology, rather than dress 
up their songs with over- -the-top pro- 
duction techniques and laptop trick- 
ery, the pair decided to put the 
emphasis on Stuart's soaring vocals 
and the song’s instrumental flourishes. 

“It’s pretty easy to get carried 
away in the studio and say, ‘Okay, 
now we need to get a string section,” 
Duffy quips. “So we kind of had to 
restrain ourselves a bit. There was 
one night when Jeff and I were in 
the studio and we started talking 
about putting distorted, backwards 
feedback over one of the tracks. We 
came back the next day and we were 
like, ‘Okay, we’re getting out of 
hand—we’ve got to keep things 
stripped-down and bare.’” 

That doesn’t mean that the duo 
wasn't averse to experimentation; 
the set’s closer “Caught in the Rain” 


features the sounds of eccentric 
junkheap percussionist and former 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra 
soloist Sylvain Grenier banging away 
on homemade instruments like a 
Quebecois version of Einsttirzende 
Neubauten. “One day this totally 
eccentric guy shows up at the sty 
dio,” Stuart explains, “and Iy an 
[Gayton] says that the guy is a really 
good percussionist and that he 
should play on the album. So we go 
to take a look his van, and the entire 
thing is filled with garbage—xylo. 
phones made out of hockey sticks 
tin cans, all with perfect pitch. 1; 
comes in with this huge rain barre| 
tuned to E flat and this hockey stick 
with a tennis ball on the end ang 
he’s banging it right in the Tight 
spot. After he finished, I was going 
over what happened in my head ang 
thinking, ‘Okay, some French guy 
just walked in here and oa 4 
bunch of garbage—it was surreal.” 


THE MIDDLE DRIFT 
With Wil and Division and Wellesley « 
Sidetrack Café © Sat, Jan 17 
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Its always darkest 


Gorgeous, 


dreamlike Sunrise 
is a fitting epitaph 
for the silent era 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


opened in 1927 on the eve of the 

release of The Jazz Singer, the first 
talking picture. This timing strikes 
me as fateful because the Oscar-win- 
ning Sunrise remains such a won- 
drous example of silent cinema that 
it seems ideal to have it stand as an 
unintentional swan song for a form 
that, by virtue of its relative abstrac- 


F Murnau’s Sunrise originally 


hefore the dawn 


> 


tion and unique limitations, pushed 
cinematic creativity to such dizzying 
heights so quickly by geniuses such 
as Murnau in the first decades of 
motion picture history. 

Based on a novella by Hermann 
Sudermann, Sunrise was written for 
the screen by Carl Mayer, who also 
wrote Murnau’s The Haunted Castle 
and co-wrote the German Expres- 


SILENT 


sionist classic The Cabinet of Dr. Cali- 
gari. Something of Caligari’s gloom 
and madness, its angular shadows 
and strange visions, haunts Sunrise, 
but this strain is largely contained to 
the film’s first third, which plays out 


like some truly splendid pulp. A sexy, 
big city seductress (Margaret Liv- 
ingston) vacations in a small village 
where she strikes up an affair with a 
local married man (George O’Brien). 
Drunk on lust and bored with his lot 
in life, the man is convinced by the 
femme fatale that their only chance 
to be together in the magical big 
city—which appears in a surreal, 
kaleidoscopic frenzy over their heads 
as she describes it to him during 
their nocturnal tryst in the reeds—is 
for him to kill his wife. 

Like the somnambulist in Cali- 
gari, the man seems all but resigned 
to his murderous destiny. A series of 
dazzling superimpositions help visu- 
alize his inner turmoil. Water is never 
transparent in Sunrise, but appears 


Maleoim X-cruciating 


Moving Malcolm's 
Benjamin Ratner 
proves himself a triple 
threat of non-talent 


By DARREN ZENKO 


tta admire the guts of a 
writer/director/star; they’re putting 
verything out there, and there’s 
not much they can hide behind if 
their precious vision goes off the rails. 
Even worse, though, is when—as in 
the case of auteur Benjamin Ratner’s 
Moving Malcolm—the precious 
vision stays on the rails and turns out 
to be just a plain old-fashioned sucky 
movie. I-know for a fact that people 
tried to send Ratner the message that 
maybe this “hilarious and poignant 
story” needed jokes, a point and a 
Story, but such is the way of the young 
artiste—the Vision mustn’t be compro- 
mised by those who don’t get it! 
What's to get? A repressed, affect- 
less, self-pitying wannabe novelist 
gets left at the altar by hottie girl- 
friend Elizabeth Berkeley, goes even 
deeper into his mopey hidey-hole 
and emerges a year later with an 
atrociously-titled manuscript—Fear 
Knot, yeesh—that he won’t even send 
to publishers. That’s when Liz shows 
up again, out of the nowhere that is 
her B-movie career, putting Ben- 
jamin—er, “Gene”—back on the 


hook with babytalk and boobies, ask- 
ing if he'd be so kind as to help her 
father move his shit. The moment of 
the asking is the movie’s entertain- 
ment high point, and when he 
immediately tells her to get stuffed 
you think there might be a glimmer 
of something worth watching com- 
ing up. But then, this wouldn’t be 
Moving Malcolm, would it? It’d be Let- 
ting Malcolm’s Daughter Put in a Day's 
Work for Once in Her Goddamned Life. 
Therefore Genejamin relents in the 
hope that totally caving in to Liz’s 
ridiculous request will make her 
jump back into that wedding dress, 
setting up a zany-but-touching sce- 


nario wherein a sullen unhipster and 
a doddering old fart John Neville) 
form a “colourful and enlightening 
relationship” while shoving a life- 
time of knickknacks into boxes. 
Except, we don’t even get that. 
The “moving” part of Moving Malcolm 
is, like every other element of the 
film, secondary to Ratner’s main goal 
of showing us long, lingering shots of 
his. own blankly staring face. The 
packing and moving is dealt with in, 
like, two scenes, during which the 
audience is expected to magically 
start giving a fuck about Genejamin 
and this cranky oldster. We don’t, of 
course, which is why the movie's fun- 
niest moment—I’m serious here; for a 


movie billed as a comedy, Malcolm is 
singularly devoid of identifiable 
jokes—is when Malcolm reveals that 
the doctors gave him six months to 
live... five years ago! 


BUT AS I SAID, that’s all secondary to 
Ratner’s poor-me narcissism. There’s 
no doubt that this “character” is an 
avatar of its creator, which makes me 
wonder how this pathetic weasel 
managed to make and keep enough 
friends to shove this dog of a script 
through production. Are we supposed 
to have any sympathy for a struggling 
novelist whose struggles are the result 
of being too much of a neurotic fuck 
to even send his manuscript to a pub- 
lisher? We might if there was a story 
here, or some comedy. But Moving 
Malcolm has no real plot and no jokes 
beyond the off-the-shelf laffs of a 
bitchy Jewish family and a poorly-per- 
formed “special needs” character. 

I’m gonna guess that the theme 
of the film is something dull like 
“family is important”, if only because 
the movie ends with Genejamin tod- 
dling off hand-in-hand with his 
endearing idiot sister, leaving Liz 
looking pretty and brave on the end 
of a picturesque pier. We were cheer- 
ing for him to shove her into the 
lake, but no... that would be funny. © 


MOVING MALCOLM 

Written and directed by Benjamin Ratner * 
Starring Benjamin Ratner, Elizabeth Berkeley 
and John Neville * Opens Fri, Jan 16 


and reappears as an opaque chasm 
from which things never return. The 
man plans to drown his wife in the 
water surrounding their village, and 
Murnau, working with cameramen 
Charles Rosher and Karl Struss, treats 
us to one of the film’s darkest and 
most poetic montages when the 
man’s stunned face lies sleeplessly 
while moonlit reeds and water slowly 
absorb the frame—along with his 
fractured consciousness. 


WHERE SUNRISE GOES after this mor- 
bidly enticing first third is surprising, 
with the film becoming an optimistic 
tale of reconciliation and personal 
exorcism, a journey rife with 
humourous digressions and colourful 
setpieces. Yet it would be foolish to 
accuse the German director's first Hol- 
lywood film of pasting on a sappy or 
false Hollywood ending: the dialogue 
and restored trust between the man 
and his wide-eyed wife (Janet Gaynor) 
is hard-won and complicated, as full 
of horrible undercurrents as it is rays 
of hope—yet it’s also lots and lots of 


fun, with the superficially satanic city 


2 d 
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becoming the catalyst for marital 
rediscovery. And amazingly, Gaynor’s 
simple, even naive country wife man- 
ages to eclipse the city woman, with 
her wild dances, arousing silent whis- 
tles, Louise Brooks hairdo and sliniR}® 
black dresses, as the true object of 
feminine desire in Sunrise, a woman 
capable of diving head-first into for- 
eign experiences even in the midst of 
familial collapse, all the while keeping 
her dignity intact. (Even when she 
gets drunk, her smile remains sensual, 
perky and effervescent.) 

A very special and memorably 
strange masterpiece from early Holly- 
wood, Sunrise is screening in a loving- 
ly restored new print at Met® 
Cinema all weekend and I hope 
you'll take the chance to enjoy it. 
There will never be anything else 
quite like it again. © 


SUNRISE 

Directed by FW. Murnau * Written by Carl 
Mayer © Starring George O’Brien and Janet 
Gaynor and Margaret Livingston « Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel  Fri-Mon, Jan 16-19 
(7pm) ¢ Metre Cinema ¢ 425-9212 
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‘A fistful of shillings 


Sergio Leone had 
nothing to do with 
likable Once Upon a 
Time in the Midlands 


By BRIAN GIBSON 
* 


only churn out cutesy comedies 

about unemployed steelworkers 
stripping down to the full monty or 
middle-aged women posing artfully 
nude for a charity calendar, along 
comes Shane Meadows'’s new film, 
riding into town from the dusty, 
hokey plains of Britcomwood like a 
dark-eyed stranger looking for laughs. 
With its quirky swagger and straight- 


WIN PASSES 
* TO ATTEND 
THE PREVIEW 
SCREENING OF 


[: case you thought that the Brits 


shooting charm, Once Upon a Time in 
the Midlands gets off some rapid-fire 
comic shots. But there’s an affecting 
blend of pathos and whimsy here. 
This is a daffy, charm-your-pants-off 
kitchen-sink comedy, the sort of off- 
beat film Mike Leigh might make if he 
were suddenly possessed with the 
mischievous souls of the Coens. 

The gawky, sandy-haired Rhys 


=| COMEDY 


Ifans (Notting Hill, Human Nature) 
plays Dek, who lives with petite, 
demure Shirley (Shirley Henderson) 
and her daughter Marlene (Finn 
Atkins) in an unnamed Midlands 
city. In their neighbourhood of row 
houses, Shirley's friend Carol (Kathy 


Burke), her kids, including daughter 
Donna (Kelly Thresher), and Donna’s 
boyfriend Donut (Andrew Shim) live 
across the street, and Carol’s 
estranged husband, a country-and- 
western singer named Charlie (Ricky 
Tomlinson), lives up the road. 

Onto this odd Coronation Street 
walks bad boy Jimmy (Robert Carlyle). 
He has seen Dek deliver a muddle- 
tongued marriage proposal—“You're a 
better woman than I could ever be’”— 
to Shirley on a TV talk show, only to 
have his offer rejected before an audi- 
ence of millions. Jimmy’s a career 
criminal in Glasgow, but he’s also 
Carol's foster brother, Shirley’s former 
sweetheart and Marlene’s deadbeat 
dad. He decides to get back together 
with Shirley, supplanting that 
“fuckin’ fanny” of a bloke who failed 


“BEST FILM OF THE YEAR!” 


Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 
GOLDEN 


BEST ACTRESS. DRAMA Nominee 
CHARLIZE THERON 


ty RAW AND RIVETING 
) ...an ‘experience you 
won’t soon forget.” 


-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“UNFORGETTABLE!” 


“Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“ASTONISHING!” 


Robert Carlyle and Shirley Henderson in Once Upon a Time.in the Midlands 


to win her hand. 

Perhaps out of a sense of duty to 
his famous first name, Meadows por- 
trays the comic drama that follows in 
mock-Western terms, layering a clip- 
clopping score over empty macho 


‘strutting or anticlimactic showdowns. 


But Once Upon a Time in the Midlands 
works so well because the actors don’t 
overplay their roles and the screen- 
writers don’t bleed the life out of the 
comedy. This isn’t a flashy, self-con- 


GAM MALIY 


Presents 


sciously jokey movie. Some scenes, 
like one set in a bingo hall, are meant 
to illuminate the lives of the lower. 
middle-class characters, not just to 
generate laughs. These are warm, 
rough-edged folks who come home 
from work and watch TV or go out to 
drink at a bar—in other words, the 
sort of real people who get routinely 
ignored by Hollywood movies 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


= A brand new 35mm print © 


The 1927 F.W. MURNAU Classic... 


"The Greatest film ever made... the most beautiful 


film in the world.” -COHIERS DU CINEMA 
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~Jeffrey lyons, HBC 


ONE OF THE 
YEAR’S 10 BEST 


AMERICAN FILM INSTITUTE 


"A visual symphony, a film of pare emotion, and the most 
complete demonstration of the premise that the cinema 
can create a whole new world.” -SIGHT AND SOUND 
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amira Makhmalbaf 


y BRIAN GIBSON 


The wounds were burning like suns 

t five in the afternoon... 

h, that fatal five in the afternoon! 

¢ was five by all the clocks! 

it was five in the shade of the afternoon!” 
—Feperico GARCIA Lorca, “LAMENT 

FoR IGNACIO SANCHEZ Mejias” 


n the Battle of the Famous Director 
Daughter Prodigies, my money's still 
on Samira Makhmalbaf. Sure, Sofia 
oppola garnered critical accolades 
vith last year’s Lost in Translation, but 
the 23-year-old Iranian’s last two sub- 
titled films have earned her Cannes 
Jury prizes (and she doesn’t have an 
infamous performance in The Godfa- 
ther III to live down). Unlike Francis 
ford, Samira’s nepotistic father 
Mohsen is still churning out scripts 
and films, including Kandahar, a time- 
ly effort about a woman’s search for 
her sister in the country that the U.S. 
was invading at the time. Understand- 
ably, the film captured the Western 
public's attention, although its vivid 
scenes never completely cohered into 
a dramatic whole. 

Set in post-Taliban Afghanistan, 
Samira’s latest film, At Five in the 
Afternoon, takes its title from Lorca’s 
oem and is similarly imbued with 
ustere images of eerie beauty, ruin 
nd death. Merging the subject of 


ing Kurds in the magnificent Black- 
wards, Samira’s third film focusses on 
a woman’s ragged, scrabbling trek out 
of Kabul with her fundamentalist 
father (Abdolgani Yousefrazi) and sis- 
ter-in-law (Marzieh Amiri). The film 
begins with the burqa-wearing 
Nogreh (Agheleh Rezaie) being taken 
to her religious school in Kabul by her 
strict father, a cart-driver. Once there, 
however, Nogqreh slips out of the 
throng of covered women, removes 


her veil, replaces her 
slippers with white 
high heels and 
attends a non-reli- 
gious school beneath 
the shade of her J 
robin’s-egg-blue 
umbrella. 
Makhmalbaf 
adeptly uses images 
of shade throughout [i 
the film, from 
women’s parasols 
and the silhouette of 
Nogqreh in corridors 
to darkness slanting 
over an open Koran 
and the setting of the | 
movie in late after- 
noon, as the sun 
ebbs, casting a threatening pall over 
Afghanistan. This near-darkness 
evokes not just the inevitable eclipse 
of death, but also the threat of being 
thrown back into the repression of 
the Taliban era. Nogreh passes 
through the religious school as patri- 
archal verses are recited: “If you are 
afraid of women who oppose you and 
tefuse to obey you/Leave them and do 
not go to their beds/Punish them!” 


IN MAKHMALBAF’S Afghanistan, 
religion vies with politics. Noqreh 
runs for the school election and wants 


E\FOREIGN | 


to be president. (In case the Western 
viewer scoffs at this idealism, a char- 
acter reminds us, “Even in America or 
Europe, how many women become 
president?”) The students energetical- 
ly debate and question the candidates, 
including Mina, a bespectacled, quiet- 
ly fierce girl who lost her father in the 
latest conflict. A poet (Razi Mohebi) 
follows Noqreh for a time, giving her 
ideas for her electoral campaign. His 
mother lost her other three sons in 
each of the past three wars in 
Afghanistan, and she wants nothing 
to do with politics. Noqreh answers a 
man’s criticism of her political aspira- 
tions with a bitter retort to his repres- 
sive kind: “It’s lucky women give birth 


to you; otherwise you’d say we were ~ 


eshes of the Afternoon 


Agheleh Rezaie in At Five in the Afternoon 


incapable of doing anything.” 

But Nogreh’s naive passion for 
democracy is juxtaposed with the 
harsh existence of her broken family. 
Her sister-in-law’s husband is miss- 
ing and her baby is dying, while 
Nogreh’s father moves them from 
place to place (including a ruined 
palace, where Nogqreh clicks along 
the cobblestones on her heels and 
plays hopscotch in some slyly ironic 
episodes), decrying the blasphemies 
of liberated women all the while. 

The images in At Five in the After- 
noon—from the temporary shelter of 
an airplane’s torn bulkhead to the 
wrenching, primal scenes that close 
the film—are less lyrical than star- 
tling. While not as pointed or intense 
as Makhmalbaf’s previous works 
(some scenes feel forced and the nar- 
rative occasionally sputters and starts), 
there are moments of stirring 
poignancy and blistering insight in 
this restless, ever-striving film odyssey. 
It reminds us, at a time when another 
U.S.-invaded nation dominates the 
headlines, of the harsh, unceasing 
struggles for survival that so many 
Afghanis must still endure. © 


AT FIVE IN THE AFTERNOON 
Directed by Samira Makhmalbaf Written 
by Samira and Mohsen Makhmalbaf « 
Starring Agheleh Rezaie, Abdolgani 
Yousefrazi and Razi Mohebi © Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel ¢ Fri-Mon, Jan 16-19 (9pm) « 
Metro Cinema ¢ 425-9212 


Once Upon a Time... 


Continued from previous page- 


‘Propped up with cardboard-cutout 
bourgeois professionals. 


MEADOWS WISELY grounds the film 
in social realism—there’s a grittily 
authentic argument between Carol 
and Jimmy that anchors the drama— 
and then lets the worthy cast reel us 
into the comic scenes. Memorable 
moments include an amusingly 
somber ride home following the disas- 
trous talk show and a display of 
wounded pride on the part of Dek; 
Jimmy and his pathetically disguised 
°o-robbers’ attempt to hold up a clown 
car; and a car-bashing scene worthy of 
Fawlty Towers. or The Big Lebowski as 
Carol, wearing her usual bright- 


coloured tracksuit, beats the dickens 
out of Dek’s beloved car with a base- 
ball bat and then stalks off home, mut- 
tering, “Well, I done me bit.” 

Carlyle and Henderson reignite 
the chemistry that made Hamish Mac- 
beth a cult TV hit a few years back, and 
Ifans is spot-on as a good-hearted, 
anxious dope. Even the secondary 
characters, like Donut and his fellow 
mechanics at the garage, are fleshed 
out. But it’s Finn Atkins’s tough little 
sprite Marlene who steals the film— 
Atkins brings an arresting, winsome 
maturity to her scenes and shows 
snappy comic timing with Ifans. 

There are plenty of nice little 
added touches too, from the robbers’ 
various stolen vehicles and Dek’s car 
trouble to the running gags involving 
a recliner. The film rings its only clang- 


ing note when it accompanies its cli- 
max with Sarah McLachlan’s “Adia,” a 
sappy glob of treacle that’s a woefully 
inappropriate musical choice. But 
then, with no six-shooters fired, no 
long stares or charging stallions, and 
just one last bumbling speech from 
Dek—“I want to grow old with you 
until one of us dies in the other's 
arms”—Once Upon a Time in the Mid- 
lands rides off into the sunset. And you 
just might think to yourself, “Well 
now, pardner, that was one, genial, 
raffish little bastard of a comedy.” © 


ONCE UPON A TIME 

IN THE MIDLANDS 

Directed by Shane Meadows © Written by 
Paul Fraser and Shane Meadows * Star- 
ring Rhys Ifans, Shirley Henderson and 
Robert Carlyle * Opens Fri, Jan 16 
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‘SUSPENSE THRILLERS 
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Clay Smith, ACCESS HOLLYWOOD 


THE BEST MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


A knockout punch that comes together in a stunning climax.” 


Jack Mathews, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


TT GRIPS US. MOVES US. 
| ASTONISHES US! 


Acting does not get much better than the work done here by 
Sean Penn, Benicio De! Toro and Naomi Watts.” 


Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


‘INFUSED WITH SUSPENSE! 


As pieces of the puzzle snap Into place, It’s Impossible not to 
be sucked in. Easily one of the year's best films.” 


Christy Lemire, ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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a NEW THIS WEEK 


Along Came Polly (CO, FP, L) Ben Stiller, 
Jennifer Aniston, Philip Seymour Hoffman 
and Debra Messing star in Safe Men director 
John Hamburg’s romantic comedy about a 
man who must conquer his pathological 
fear of taking risks after his marriage falls 
apart and he falls in love with a beautiful but 
unpredictable new woman. 


At Five in the Afternoon (M) Aghe- 

lah Resaie and Abdolgani Yusef-Zay star 

in Blackboards director Samira 

-$———- Makhmalbaf’s sociological drama about 

a Muslim girl, a student at a secular school in 
post-Taliban Afghanistan, who harbours 
dreams of one day becoming the country’s 
president despite the deprivations facing her 
family. In Pashto with English subtitles. Zeidler 
Hall, The Gitadel; Fri-Mon, Jan 16-19 (9pm) 


Marriage or Chocolate (M) A short film 
by local director Shreela Chakrabartty about 
an Indian woman whose encounter with an 
unusual deity gives her new insight into her 
romantic life. Showing with three other 
short films by Indian filmmakers: Arman 
Chak’s The Confession (Igrar), Nilesh Patel’s 7 
to 11, Indian and Tanuj Chopra's Butterfly 


Moving Malcolm (CO) Benjamin Ratner 
(who also wrote and directed), John Neville 
and Elizabeth Berkeley star in this comedy/ 
“Nifama about a neurotic writer who hopes to 
regain the love of his ex-girlfriend by helping 
her elderly father move to a new apartment. 


al) Once Upon a Time in the Midlands 
P) Robert Carlyle, Rhys Ifans, Kathy 
Pic Burke and Shirley Henderson star in A 
Room for Romeo Brass director Shane 
Meadows's offbeat.comic tribute to Sergio 
Leone, about the efforts of a small-time crook 
to win back the heart of his ex-lover. 


Oo Sunrise (M) George O’Brien and 
Bera Janet Gaynor star in this new 35mm 
rarer Print of Nosferatu director F.W. Mur- 
nau’s sumptuously filmed 1927 melo- 

drama about a man who is nearly convinced 
by a sophisticated big-city temptress to 
murder his wife. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel: Fri- 
Mon, jan 16-19 (7pm) 


Teacher's Pet (CO, FP) The voices of 

iWathan Lane, Shaun Fleming, Kelsey Gram- 
mer and Megan Mullally are featured in this 
big-screen version of the animated TV series 
about a superintelligent dog who accompa- 
nies his master to school in order to learn 
more about the world. 


Torque (CO, FP, L) Ice Cube, Martin Hen- 
derson, Monet Mazur and Jay Hernandez 
star in director Joseph Kahn’s action-packed 


TUPENDOUSLY 
ENTERTAINING! 


BREATHLESSLY ABSORBING. 


tare, nowadays ¢ 


or, Passion and Lif 


Magnificent 
Ebe New York Fines 
mt 
Cc 


COMMANDER 
Ti FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
*°14 As (violence) 


B-movie about a motorcycle racer who goes 
on the lam when he is framed for the mur- 
der of the brother of the man in charge of a 
dangerous biker gang. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Albert Finney, Billy Crudup, Jessica 
fara Lange and Helena Bonham-Carter star 
in Batman director Tim Burton’s 
whimsical fantasy about a dying man whose 
habit of spinning tall tales about his wild 
adventures as a travelling salesman has 

always infuriated his hard-headed son. 
Based on the novel by Daniel Wallace. 


Calendar Girls (CO) Helen Mirren and 
Julie Walters star in Saving Grace director 
Nigel Cole’s fish-out-of-clothing comedy, 
based on a true story, about a group of 
British women who doff their duds for a cal- 
endar and a good cause. 


Chasing Liberty (CO, FP) Mandy Moore, 
Matthew Goode and Mark Harmon star in 
Leave It to Beaver director Andy Cadiff’s 
romantic comedy about the teenaged 
daughter of the president of the United 
States who rebelliously ditches her Secret 
Service handlers and goes on a road trip 
across Europe with her new boyfriend. 


Cheaper by the Dozen (CO, FP, L) Steve 
Martin, Bonnie Hunt, Hilary Duff and Piper 
Perabo star in Big Fat Liar director Shawn . 
Levy's domestic comedy about a spectacu- 
larly fertile small-town football coach with 
12 children whose home life becomes even 
more chaotic than usual when he takes a 
job at CHicago’s Northwestern University, 


Cold Mountain (CO, FP) Jude Law, 
+4 Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, 
fateg Kathy Baker, Philip Seymour Hoffman 

and Natalie Portman star in The Eng- 
lish Patient director Anthony Minghella’s 
epic, episodic film version of Charles Fra- 
zier’s novel about a Civil War deserter and 
his grueling trek back home to the bride he 
left behind in North Carolina. 


Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (CO) Mike 
Myers, Alec Baldwin, Kelly Preston and Dako- 
ta Fanning star in director Bo Welch’s film 
version of the classic children’s book about a 
boisterous feline who pays an uninvited visit 
on two kids while their mother is gone, and 
gleefully sets to work destroying their house. 


(af) House of Sand and Fog (CO, FP) 

Ben Kingsley, Jennifer Connelly, Ron 

Pick Eldard and Shohreh Aghdashloo star 
in director Vadim Perelman’s moody 


(at) Big Fish (CO, FP) Ewan McGregor, 
VUE 
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IN AMERICA 


Nightly 7:15 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:30 pm 


adaptation of Andre Dubus IIl’s novel about 
a recovering alcoholic and an Iranian ex- 
colonel whose battle for the ownership of a 
house leads inexorably to tragedy. 


(at) In America (P) Paddy Considine, 

iooees Samantha Morton and Djimon Houn- 

[Teg 90u star in My Left Foot director Jim 
Sheridan’s emotional, autobiographical 

film about a bereaved Irish family struggling to 

survive in a rundown New York City apartment 

while the father pursues an acting career. 


The Last Samurai (CO, FP) Tom Cruise, 
Ken Watanabe, Billy Connolly and Timothy 
Spall star in Glory director Edward Zwick’s 
historical epic about an alcoholic Civil War 
veteran who travels to Japan to train and 
modernize the emperor's troops, but 
decides to switch sides after being exposed 
to the honour code of the samurai warriors 
the emperor is determined to wipe out. 


Cat) The Lord of the Rings: The 

— Return of the King (CO, FPL) Eli- 
fateg jah Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 

Mortensen and Liv Tyler star in the 

long-awaited concluding chapter of director 
Peter Jackson’s epic film adaptation of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s trilogy of fantasy novels about a 
band of hobbits, trolls, elves, wizards and 
humans who embark on a quest to destroy 
an evil, all-powerful ring. 


(at) Master and Commander: The Far 
Side of the World (GA) Russell 
fate Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Horn to the Galapagos Islands. 


Mona Lisa Smile (CO, FP, L) Julia Roberts, 
Julia Stiles, Kirsten Dunst and Maggie Gyl- 
lenhaal star in Four Weddings and a Funeral 
director Mike Newell’s drama, set in 1953 at 
Wellesley women’s college, about a rebel- 
lious teacher who makes it her mission to 
ensure her students aspire to be more than 
socialites, hostesses and housewives. 


My Baby’s Daddy (CO) Eddie Griffin, 
Anthony Anderson and Michael Imperioli 
star in The Watermelon Woman director 
Cheryl Dunye’s comedy about three friends 
who must face up to a life of midnight feed- 
ings and dirty diapers when their girlfriends 
all get pregnant at the same time. 


ra) Mystic River (FP) Sean Penn, Kevin 
Bacon and Tim Robbins star in Unfor- 
PICK given director Clint Eastwood’s moody 
drama, set in working-class Boston, 
about three childhood friends whose trau- 
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"THE ACTING 
IS SUPERB!’ 


~John Anderson, Newsday 


ONCE UPON 


ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE MIDLANDS 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
14/2 (coarse language) 


sar ; 


Don't let the title mislead you: Torque is not a musical biopic about the Monkees. On 
the contrary, it's a Fast and the Furious knockoff set in the fol alag’ame ale |—1ce]co)¥ late} world of 
motorcycle gangs—or at least what the latest hotshot young music-video director 
imagines the gritty, underground world of motorcycle gangs is like. By which we mean 
populated with studly yet weirdly anonymous hunks like Martin Henderson (who you 
don’t remember from The Ring), street-cred suppliers like lce Cube and Maxim skanks 
like Monet Mazur and Jaime Pressly. The movie probably stinks, but the trailer (“It’s a. 
place where everything moves so fast that if you slow down... you're gone!”) supplies 
the most entertainingly cheesy two minutes currently available in theatres. 4 


matic memories of the past are revived 
when one, now a police detective, begins to 
Suspect another of killing the third’s daugh- 
ter. Based on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 


Paycheck (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Uma Thur- 
man, Aaron Eckhart and Colm Feore star in 
Face/Off director John Woo’s sci-fi action 
picture about an electrical engineer who 
must piece together the last two years of 
his life after his memory is erased by the 
sinister company that has employed him on 
a top-secret project. Based on the short 
story by Philip K. Dick. 


Peter Pan (CO, FP, L) Jeremy Sumpter, Jason 
Isaacs, Rachel Hurd-Wood and Ludivine Sag- 
nier star in My Best Friend’s Wedding director 
P.J. Hogan’s film version of James Barrie’s 
beloved children’s book about three London 
children who travel to the mythical world of 
Neverland, where a gang of unaging boys do 
battle with a band of ruthless pirates. 


Something's Gotta Give (CO, FP) Jack 
Nicholson, Diane Keaton, Keanu Reeves and 
Amanda Peet star in What Women Want 
director Nancy Meyers‘s romantic comedy 
about a middle-aged rascal who re-evaluates 
his lifelong preference for dating much 
younger women when he finds himself 
falling in love with the middle-aged mother 
of his latest trophy girlfriend. 


The Statement (CO, FP) Michael Caine, 
Tilda Swinton and Alan Bates star in The 


Hurricane director Norman Jewison’s adapta- 
tion of Brian Moore's novel about an elderly 
Frenchman whose serene, anonymous |ite 
shattered when the French government 
launches a new investigation into his actions 
during World War II, which resulted in the 
deaths of seven Jews. 


ral) Stuck on You (CO) Matt Damon, Greg 
Pera Kinnear, Cher and Eva Mendes star in 
tag There's Something About Mary director 

Peter and Bobby Farrelly’s wacky come 
dy about a pair of Siamese twins whose close 
relationship is threatened when.one of the 
brothers decides to go to Hollywood and pur- 
sue his dream of becoming an actor. 


(af) 21 Grams (CO) Sean Penn, Naomi 
Watts, Benicio Del Toro and Melissa 
VE : . 

fre Leon star in Amores Perros director 
Alejandro Gonzalez |farritu’s intense, 

chronologically scrambled drama about 

three people whose lives are bound togeth- 

er by a sudden, inexplicable tragedy. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 


The ASA and The EAG with Take A Bow Productions presents: 


TALKING TO TREES: A Portrait of EMILY CARR 


A play written by Edmonton playwright Elizabeth Bowering which 
premiered to sold out audiences and standing ovations at the 
2003 Edmonton Fringe Theatre Festival. 


at The Edmonton Art Gallery Theatre 
2 Sir Winston Churchill Square (99 st & 102A Ave, Edm) 


FOUR SHOWS ONLY! 
Thursday, Jan 29 to 
Sat, Jan 31/04 at 7:30pm 
and Sun, Feb 1 at 2:00pm 


show of the work of Emily Carr 


Sun matinee includes a special slide 


Tickets at the door (1/2 hour before the performance) or 
in advance at Tix on the Square: 420-1757 | 

www. tixonthesquare.ca i ‘ 

$15 or $12 for students, seniors, and visual artists 

Sunday matinee $12 for everyone 


Directed by 
Heather Fitzsimmons Frey 
and featuring Jon Baggaley, 
Lori Biamonte-Mohacsy, 
Linda Grass and Alison Wells 
info at 
talkingtotrees.latest-info.com 
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Showtimes for Friday, January 16 to Thursday, January 22 


| showtimes are subject to change at any time. 


Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 


Violence. 
Daily 7.00 9:30 Sat Sun 2.00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


14A 


ONCE UPQN A TIME IN THE MIDLANDS 14A 
Coarse language. 

Oaily 7.00 9.00 Sat Sun 2.00 

No show on Wed, Jan, 21. 

IN AMERICA PG 


Mature theme. 
Daily 7.15 9.30 Sat Sun 2.30 


9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 

SUNRISE sTc 
Fri-Mon 7.00 

AT FIVE IN THE AFTERNOON sTc 

ion 9,00 : 

TOM, TOM, THE PIPER'S SON sTc 
Thu 7,00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 


JHE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
nce, fnghtening scenes. 
sat Sun 1,30 7.00 
TORQUE 14A 
jolence.. 
aily 1.00 3.00 7.10 9.00 
PETER PAN G 
dally 12.45 3.10 
BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
aily 6.45.9.10 
ALONG CAME POLLY G 
Daily 1.16315 7.159:15 2 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 1.00 3.30 6.30 8.45 
LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, 986-2728 
The showtimes listed are for the date of this issue, 


Thu, January 15th only, Please contact theatre for 
showtimes. 


“LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 148 
Thu 7.20 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Thu 7.10 9.415 

MONA LISA SMILE : PG 
Thu 7,009.25 

COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 


Thu 1,00 3.40 7.00 9.40 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 


The showtimes listed are for the date of this issue, 
Thu, January 15th only. Please contact theatre for 
showtimes. 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 
Thu 7.20 


COLD MOUNTAIN 
Thu 6.50 9.40 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. No passes. 
Thu 1,00 3.30 7,00'9.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Thu 7.10 9.15 


14A 


18A 


INERLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


" CINEMA GUIDE. 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
ALONG CAME POLLY * PG 
Crude content, 
Daily 12.30 2.40 4.50 7.10 9.20 
TORQUE ean 140 
"rb 1240 25050072090 
414A 


Sree 6090 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content 
Fri-Thu 1.10 4.10 7.30 10.20 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 

Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 1.40 8.00 
PETER PAN : PG 
Daily 12.45 


COLD MOUNTAIN 
Fri-Tue Thu 1.30 6.40 9.50 Wed 1.30 9.50 


CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. Daily 1.20 4.20 7.40 10.10 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
Daily 1.00 4.00 7.00 10.00 


21 GRAMS 
Daily 12.50 3.40 6.50 10.15 


WEST MALL 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 


LOST IN TRANSLATION 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.55 Sat-Sun 1.50 4.00 6.40 


GOTHIKA 
Violence, disturbing content. Fri Mon-Thu 9.00 
Sat-Sun 2.10 9.100 


HONEY PG 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 Sat-Sun 4,20 6.55 


THE MISSING 
Violence. Daily 9.25 


MY BABY'S DADDY 
Crude and sexual content 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.20 9.40 
Sat-Sun 2.20 4.40 7.20 9.40. 


THE STATEMENT 
Violence. Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9.30 
Sat-Sun 1.40 4,15 6.50 9.30 


MOVING MALCOLM 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.109,10 
Sat-Sun 1.45 3.50 7.10 9.10 


AMERICAN SPLENDOR 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.35 
Sat-Sun 2.00 4,30 7.00 9.35 


HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 
Disturbing content. Fri Mon-Thu 6.45 9.20 
Sat-Sun 1.30 4.10 6.45 9.20 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.15 
Sat-Sun 2.30 6,30 9.15 


18A 


144A 


144 


144 


144 


sTc 


14A 


144A 


14A 


AREVIEW 


E -7. 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. Daily 3.30 6.30 9.30 


14A 


. LORD OF THE RINGS: 


THE RETURN OF THE KING 
Violence, frightening scenes 
Daily 12.40 3,15 4,45 7.30 8,50 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Daily 12.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 1.05 3.45 6.40 9.00 


COLD MOUNTAIN 
Daily 12.45 3.50 6.50 9.50 


PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Daily 1.30 4.10 7.20'9.55 

PETER PAN 5 PG 
Daily 1.00 


CHASING LIBERTY " PG 
Daily 1.15 3.40 7.00 9.20 


HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 
Disturbing content. Daily 9.10 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. 
Fri-Thu 1.10 3.20 5.30 7.45 10,00 


TORQUE 
Violence. Fri-Thu 1.20 3.25 5.20 7.40 9.45 


TEACHER'S PET G 
Daily 12.50 2.45 5.00 7.10 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 1.15 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. Daity 1.30 5.00 8.30 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Daily 12.30 3.20 6.40 9.40 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 

Violence, frightening scenes. 

Daily 12.00 1.00 2.00 3.30 4.15 

5.15 6.45 7.45 8.45 9.45 


144 


14A 


144 


144 


144 


STUCK ON YOU 

Coarse language. Daily 10.45 
MONA LISA SMILE 

Fri Sun-Thu 12.50 3.45 7.15 
Sat 12.50 7.15 10.00 


10.00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 1.40 4.10 6.30 9.00 

PETER PAN PG 
Fri-Thu 1220 4.00 6,50 9.30 

21 GRAMS : 18A 
Fri-Thu 1.50 4.40 7.30 10.15 

CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. Daily 1.45 4.20 7.20 9.50 

BIG FISH PG 


Not recommended for young children, 
Daily 12.40 3.40 7.10 10.10 


MY BABY'S DADDY 
Crude and sexual content. Fn 12.20 2.45 10.40 
Sat-Thu 12.20 2.45 5.30 8.10 10.40 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Fri-Thu 12.10 1.10 2.50 3.50 5.20 
7.00 8,00 9.20 10.20 Star and Strollers Thu 10 am 


144 


TORQUE 14A 
Violence. Daily 12.45 3.00 5.10 7.50 10.30 
WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
No passes. Sneak preview. Fri 7.00 Sat 4.00 
WEST MALL 6 

8882-170 St, 444-1331 
BROTHER BEAR G 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 8,50 Sat-Sun 4.00 6,40 8.50 
THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 9,50 Sat-Sun 4.45 7.30 9.50 
LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fr Mon-Thu 7.00 Sat-Sun 4.30 7.00 
UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. Daily 9.00 
THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence, Fn Mon-Thu 6.30 9.15 
Sat-Sun 3.30 6.30 9.15 
RUNAWAY JURY PG 
Violence. 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9.30 Sat-Sun 3.45 6.50 9.30 
TIMELINE 144 


Violence. Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.40 
Sat-Sun 4.15 7.15 9.40 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 


THE LAST SAMURAI « 
Gory scenes. Daily 9.25 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, Sexual content. Fri 3.30 6.55 9.40 
Sat-Sun 12:30 3.30 6.55 9.40 Mon-Thu 6.55 9.40. 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 
RETURN OF THE KING 

Violence, frightening scenes: Fri 4.15 7 
Sat-Sun 12.00 2.00 4.15 7.30 8.30 
Mon-Thu 7.30 8.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 6 
Fri 4.05 6.50 9.30 Sat-Sun 1.15 4.05 6.50 9.30 
Mon-Thu 6.50 9.30 


COLD MOUNTAIN 

Fr 3.25 6.40 10.05 

Sat-Sun 12.05 3.25 6.40 10.05 
Mon-Thu 6.40 10.05 


PETER PAN PG 
Fri 3.10 Sat-Sun 12.20 3.10 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 

Fri 4.00 7.00 10.00 Sat-Sun 1.00 4.00 7.00 10.00 
Mon-Thu 7.00 10.00 


144 


144 
30 8.30 


18A 


CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Daily 7.20 9.55 
ALONG CAME POLLY PG 


Crude content. Fri 3.40 7.15 9.50 
Sat-Sun 12.40 3.40 7.15 9,50 Mon-Thu 7.15 9.50 


TEACHER'S PET SG 
Fri 4,20 7.00 Sat-Sun 12.10 2.18 4.20 7.00 
Mon-Thu 7.00 


TORQUE 
Violence. Fri 3.15 6.45 9.15 
Sat-Sun 12.25 3.15 6.45 9.15 Mon-Thu 6.45 9.15 


14A 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-1397 Ave, 732-2236 

THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
Gory violence. Daily 12.10 3.40 7.00 10.10 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse , Sexual content. 


Daily 1,10 3.50 6.50 9.45 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 

Violence, frightening scer 

Daily 12,00 3.00 4.30 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Daily 9.15 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Daily 12.30 2.50 5.10 7.50 104 


PAYCHECK PG 


PETER PAN PG 
Daily 12 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
Daily 11.45 3.20 6.40 9.55 

CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. Daily 12.20 4.00 7.05 9.30 

BIG FISH PG 
“Not recomm ded for young children. 

Daily 1.00 7.40 10.15 

THE STATEMENT 14A 
Violence. Daily 8.30 

CHASING LIBERTY PG 

Tue-Thu 1.30 4.40 7.10 9.40 
10 9.40 Mon 1.30 4.40-9:40 

MY BABY'S DADDY 14A 
Crude and sexual content. Daily 2.00 4.10 6.30 
ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Daily 12.40 3.10 5.20 8.00 10.20 
TEACHER'S PET SG 
Daily 12.50 2.40 5.00 7,15 

TORQUE 144 
Violence. Daily 1.20 3.30 5.30 8.15 10.30 

WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 


No passes. Sneak preview. Fri 7.00 Sat 4.00 


camoulbta 


FAMOUS PLAYER: 


GATEWAY 8 
Mi I Tr = 
MYSTIC RIVER 144 


Coarse language. Fri Sat Sun 12.40 3.40 6.45 9.35 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.35 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Fri Sat Sun 12.00 3.15 6.40 9.50 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.40 9.50 . 
PAYCHECK PG 


Violence. Fri Sat Sun 12.50 3.45 7.20 9.55 Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 7.20 9.55 


CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Fri Sat Sun 12.30 1.15 4.15 7.05 9.20 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.05 9.30 


THE STATEMENT 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun 1.20 4.00 7.10 9.40 
Mon Tue Wed 7.10 9.40 Thu 9.40 


TEACHER'S PET G 
Fri Sat Sun 12.20 2,35 4.40 7.00 9.20 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 9.20 


HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 
Disturbing content, Fr Sat Sun 3.30 6.50 9.45 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.50 9.45 


14A 


14A 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


wi “171 444-2 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. 12.05 3.20.6.50 10.15 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. 
12.20 3.45 7.16 9.50 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 

Violence, fnghtening scanes. 

12,00 12.30 4.00 4.30 6.00 8.15 9.00 10.00 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
915 


PETER PAN 
1,10 3.30 


PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. 
12.15 3.35 7.20 10.05 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN Gc 
12.45 3.25 6.45 9.10 


COLD MOUNTAIN 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.10 3.15 6.40 9.55. 
Thu 12.103.15 9.55 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
12.40 3.40 7.06 10.10 Cinebabies Sat 10am 


CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.55 4.05 6.55 9.40 
Thu 12.55 4.05 9.40 


14A 


14A 


3 


18A 
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ALONG oN rou 


ude 


TORQUE © 14A 

Violence. 12.50 3.05 7.00 9.3% 

TEACHER'S PET G 
35 2.45 4.45 ) 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 


OF THE KING 144A 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual conten 

Sun 12.15 3.396.45 9.3 

> Wed 6.459 
CHASING LIBERTY PG 
Fri Sat Sun 12.30 3.45-7:00 9.40 
h Tue Wed Th 0 9.4 


= ALONG CAME POLLY | PG 


PI MOVIES 12 
CJ CINEMA CITY 12 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 
Violence. 


14A 


TIMELINE 
Violence. 
Sat Sun 11.05 


144 


Daily 1.25 4.15 7,05 9.40 
Fri Sat late night 12.05 * 
BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content, not recommended for children. 
Sat Sun 11.15 

Daily 1.35 4.30 7,209.30 

Fri Sat late night 11.35 

BLIZZARD G 
Sat Sun 11.30 °* 

Daily 1.55 4.25 7.00 
Fri Sat late night 11.36 
IN THE CUT 


sal Content 
10.50 


18A 


184 


Sat Sun 11 
Daily 2.1 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Crude content 
Sat Sun 11.05 
Daity 1.002 


00 


INTOLERABLE CRUELTY PG 


Fri Sat late night 12.25 


KILL BILL: VOLUME 1 
Gory violence. 

Sat Sun 11.20 

Daily 1.45.4,40 7.30 10.00 
Fri Sat late night 12.15 


RUNAWAY JURY PG 
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For Heidi Bunting, /mage is everything 


After Image’s 
many collaborators 
all vouch that 
choreographer 
“rocks” 


as 
By BRENDAN PROCE 


asper Place campus is home to 

its performing arts program, 
while the central downtown campus 
houses all of the programs that 
aren’t of much interest to passers-by. 
In the basement of the Jasper Place 
building are booth after soundproof 


Ss that Grant MacEwan’s 


rec’ O71 


booth, practice spaces for any and 
every sort of musician plucking or 
banging—or, on this particular day, 
sleeping. There is also dance studio 
186, fully windowed, with good 
chairs outside for spectators. 

There are six dancers behind the 
glass, some sweating, all moving very 
smoothly. It’s almost eerie; the 
human body shouldn't be quite as 
fluid as the ones belonging to Julie 
Funk, Karen Guttman, Kathy Met- 
zger-Corriveau, Kathy Ochoa, 
Gabriela Rehak-Dovgoselets and Amy 
Schindel, all former Grant MacEwan 
students. They’re rehearsing for 
Heidi Bunting’s latest work, After 
Image, a self-described exploration 
of “science, art and emotion” being 


moter ce 


pe joss 


several departures daily: 


Calgary 

Red Deer 
‘Edmonton 
melamm Viel \ielaa- hy 


WVAVVANIVAL R210 f= 1a Ol NVA ers) 


Single or 
Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 


Self-Serve 
Galley 


Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
Beverages 


put on by the Brian Webb Dance 
Company. Bunting and her collabo- 
rators, as she likes to‘call them, will 
have rehearsed for about five weeks 
by showtime, spanning five months. 
What the layperson might see is a 
subtly methodical suite of dancers 
doing very different things that 
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weave together within a chaotic 
framework: there are limits to what 
they’re doing, however random it 
might seem. It’s a sort of weighted, 
feathery movement they do, ground- 
ed but pushing ground. It’s as organic 
as a climbing vine. “I work in a fash- 
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ion where I create phrases of move- 
ment which I then refer to as source 
material,” says Bunting. Phrasing is 
variance in movement: slow or fast, 
sharp or smooth. “And because I do a 
lot of chance structuring in my work, 
we're all working off the same source 
material, but the ordering of the 


sequencing of the movements I deter- | 


mine by throwing the dice.” 
© The final product is a thing 
which is very ordered, but largely 


_ Scripted by improvisation. That focus 
on the dancers’ faces is the result of 


precise choreographing stretching 
through the 70-minute show. Com- 
pare that, for example, to your typi- 
cal five-minute dance-bar romp. And 
you're thirsty after that, aren’t you? 


SHEER ATHLETICISM ASIDE, the 
event aims to attack your pleasure 
centre with the stunning lighting 
design of U of A alumnus David 
Fraser on a bare stage—with no set. 
The lighting wasn’t available for pre- 
view but Fraser’s résumé is lengthy, 
and includes a Sterling Award for 
Theatre Network's recent production 
of Hedwig and the Angry Inch. Other 
behind-the-scenes contributors 
include writer Pamela Anthony, cos- 
tume designer Tamara Bliss, sound 


ym 
t 


a 


_ designer Dave Clarke, dramaturg, 


Ron Jenkins and musical contriby 
tors Don Ross and Jamie Philp. 

But perhaps the most intriguing o 
After Image is its premise. “The tit}, 
refers back to something tha: 
occurred previously, and how tha 
changes,” Bunting says. “Memory’. 
kind of a tricky thing. Sometimes jt. 
smack dab on the mark, and some. 
times it’s a little manipulated or cop. 
torted, or changed.” 

The project cost in excess o, 
$30,000 to stage for its two-show run, 
and Bunting will be taking a loss, * 
actually started applying for grant; 
back in 2002 so I could get every: 
thing in place to do the work,” she 
says. “That’s the way it is for indepen 


spt 
ree 


dent artists, particularly in dance.’ 

Still, Bunting has som mah. 
aged to pay the show’s 11 collabom. 
tors, a fact that prompts 
word of praise from one 
stragglers of this midwe 
rehearsal. “Because,” Pamel 
ny exclaims, “Heidi rocks! 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


10 minutes early for my interview with 

Blue/Orange director David Storch and | realize 
as I organize my tape recorder and pull out my 
notepad that I’m actually not altogether sure I'll 
recognize him when he shows up. I’ve interviewed 
him before, but that was a couple of years ago 
when he was directing The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane, and my mental image of him has been 
clouded by the fact that I’ve seen him act in so 
many Citadel productions since then and he’s 
managed to look strikingly different in every sin- 
gle one. In Servant of Two Masters, he was a stick 
figure with a mustache, a Chico Marx hat and an 
ill-fitting suit shivering in a Yukon snowbank; in 
Hamlet, he was a fleshy, sallow-faced scowler hov- 
ering gloomily at the edges of the action; in 
Amadeus, he was a lean, hawk-nosed aristocratic 
schemer only too happy to occupy centre stage 

When Storch appears, though, he’s easy to spot; 
his greying hair makes him look considerably older 
than he did only three years ago when he appeared 
opposite Martha Henry as a socially awkward 
young doctor in Wit, but the energy, the intelli- 
gence and the intimidating focus that characterize 
all of his work onstage are unmistakable. Like Wit, 
Blue/Orange pits a frustrated, combative patient 
against a well-meaning but impersonal healthcare 
system—except Blue/Orange’s 
patient is in even less of a posi- 
tion to make himself understood 
to his doctors (or the audience) 
than the hyperarticulate Donne scholar in Wit. 

He’s a black man named Christopher (Seun Ola- 
gunju) who's nearing the end of his 28-day observa- 
tion/confinement period after a violent incident in a 
London market. Bruce (Brendan Murray), the young 
doctor assigned to his case, thinks Christopher is a 
danger to himself and others and should be hospital- 
ized indefinitely; Robert (Eric Schneider), his superior, 
pressures Bruce to release him, airily arguing that 
Bruce is imposing a biased cultural definition of nor- 
mality upon Christopher—if he wants to insist that 
the oranges in a nearby bowl are actually bright blue 
and claim that he’s the illegitimate son of Ugandan 
dictator Idi Amin, why should they force him to 
think differently? And besides, let’s be realistic. What 
with all the cutbacks to healthcare, isn’t it easier to 
approve his release than spend money they haven’t 
even got on a bed for him? 

Storch calls Blue/Orange “a great play of ideas” 
(even as he ruefully acknowledges how that phrase 
means death at the box office), but the three char- 
acters in Joe Penhall’s script are a lot more than 
mouthpieces for opinions about institutional racism 
and the declining state of British healthcare. Robert 
and Bruce's argument is as much about their own 
career ambitions as it is about what's best for 
Christopher, for instance. And even Christopher's 
behaviour is difficult to figure out; at times, he 
seems genuinely disturbed while at others he 
appears to be cleverly baiting the two doctors into 
arguing with each other even more furiously. 

Storch is a crafty interviewee, and his take on 
the finer pojnts of the play were equally hard to 
pin down, but his passion for this project is clear. 


[:: Friday afternoon, I’ve arrived at Donna about 


Vue Weekly: What was the hook that drew you 
into doing this play? Was it the specific social real- 
ity that Penhall deals with, or the more abstract 
elements—things like the miscommunications 
between the characters, the power struggle 
between the two doctors? 

David Storch: Well, you ask if it’s the social 
realities or the abstract issues, and I don’t know if 
you can separate those two elements. To me, this 
play confronts significant realities of our life—it 
talks about institutional racism, it talks about 
humane treatments of patients (in this case, mental 
patients), it talks about the stigma attached to 
schizophrenia and the state of the healthcare sys- 
tem. It’s about two doctors fighting to save a 
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patient's life. On first reading, that’s why I got so 
excited by it, because I don’t think these doctors 
would even be having this discussion if the Britidé 
government had not made such brutal cuts to the 
healthcare system. Canadian provincial govern- 
ments have been making similar cuts, if not more 
brutal, and Alberta in particular sticks out as a place 
where something has got to change. I think what 
we want to do as theatre artists when we devote 
our energies to a play like this is to make people 
leave the theatre not talking about the technical 
merits of the performances or the beauty of the set 
or the cleverness of the writing, but about their 
own lives. This is a play that ought to make people 
think, “I do not like the way things are run. It wit 
not do for me to shrug my shoulders. It’s my job, if I 
don’t like it, to change the people who govern us. 

VW: Would this situation play out the same way 
in Alberta the way it does in the U.K.? Are there 
details that differ between the two countries? 

DS: Well, we've got slightly different rules [of 
procedure} here, but I think this is a global thing 
Ever since the ‘60s, we’ve been moving away from 
institutionalizing mental patients and giving them 
treatment in the community. Of course, what actu- 
ally happens is that the government recognized 
that by closing down these expensive mental insti- 
tutions, they could save some bucks and didn’t put 
that money back into the community. The theory 
is that it’s better for people to go home soon andWe 
out in the community, but we all 
know that it’s not working. Why 
is that mall [gestures behind him 
toward Edmonton Centre] full of 
people with mental disorders? It’s because they 
have nowhere else to go. They don’t have anyone 
to take care of them or supervise them. 

VW: So much of the play hinges on these 
white doctors having to interpret what's going on 
in the mind of this black patient. Do they have 
many black doctors in the U.K., or native doctors 
here in Alberta? Or would it make any difference— 
is this an institutional bias as much as anything? 

DS: Well, it’s a predominantly white male 
world. It’s changing, but not as much as we'd like 
to believe it’s changed. It’s still basically rich white 
people who go to medical school in the first plagg, 
and some of them come from fairly sheltered back- 
grounds so that when they get thrown into an 
inner-city environment, they do have certain ideas 
as to what is normal. 

VW: Penhall really makes it difficult for you to 
sympathize with one doctor over the other all the 
way through the play. Do you even think that way 
at this point—abbut which doctor's argument you 
sympathize with more? 

DS: I think right off the bat, any given audi- 
ence member will prefer one doctor over the other. 
But I think they'll be less.certain about their initial 
sympathies. I know I came in really concerned 
that one of the doctors might be misunderstood, 
but the more time we spend working on the piece, 
the less unsure I became as to which doctor Wigs 
tight at any given moment 

VW: Which doctor were you concerned would 
be misunderstood? 

DS: I’m not saying. 

VW: Really? Why? 

DS: I don’t think it matters. I’ve talked to peo- 
ple who've seen the play and it’s shocking how 
evenly divided [their sympathies] are. 

VW: Was that a hump the actors had to get 
over—did they feel their attitudes towards their 
own characters changing too? 

DS: Actually, no. I mean, these are good actors 
and they know their job is to tuck into their char- 
acter’s point of view, even the ugliness of thes 
own personal agendas. If anything, as they go 
deeper into the characters and gain more confi- 
dence about playing them, they see fewer contra- 
dictions inside them. 

VW: The play reminds me a little of Oleanna in 
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Collin Doyle and 
James Hamilton 
bring order to the 
Bedlam Theatre 
Concern 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


the theme of James Hamilton’s 

relationship comedy Nighthawk 
Rules (one of the two one-act plays 
that make up A Taste of Bedlam)— 
or at least that’s the way the press 
release puts it. But that statement is 
called into question by the partner- 
ship that still exists between Hamil- 
ton and his Nighthawk Rules co-star 
and co-writer Collin Doyle, even after 
working together on at least five low- 
budget theatre productions. 

Most of those shows were pro- 
duced under the banner of the Bed- 
lam Theatre Concern, a collective 
they founded four years ago with 
actor/playwright Mike Thompson 
and which has slowly been gaining a 
reputation ever since for smart, edgy, 
darkly funny plays about lonely, mar- 
ginalized city-dwellers struggling to 
conquer their neurotic obsessions—or 
at least to channel 
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tion. The sardonic 
title of their first production, a Fringe 
play called Traumaville, set the tone 
for everything that followed, which 
includes an accomplished Fringe pro- 
duction of Edward Albee’s The Zoo 
Story (which earned Doyle a Sterling 
nomination) and an earlier collection 
of one-acts called A Night of Bedlam. 
That production was a pretty bare- 
bones DIY affair for the fledgling 
group, and Hamilton and Doyle want- 
ed the follow-up to show they'd 
moved forward as artists and entrepre- 
neurs in the meantime. “Last time,” 
Hamilton says, “we didn’t have direc- 
tors, we didn’t have designers, we did- 
n't have technicians. We just wanted 
things to have a bit more of sheen—to 
make a show that didn’t look like 
we'd built everything in a garage... 
even though we did.” Those new Bed- 
lamites include directors Michael 
Cowie and Ottilie Parfitt, set designer 
Kevin Corey and stage manager/light- 
ing designer Catherine Walsh (herself 
a playwright whose work includes The 
Rhythm Method, the play Hamilton 
and Doyle co-starred in during last 
summer's Fringe). 


27S Passes for 3 months 2 lunch fer 4 
fapprox. value $140-$185] [Compliments of Parking Services, £dmonton 


Transit System & Ho Ho Segntee Food] 

“IN OUR THANK-YOUS in the pro- 
gram,” Doyle says, “we basically have 
to thank nearly every theatre compa- 
ny and actor in town. Beth Graham is 
helping us—there’s, like, multi-Sterling 
Award-winner Beth Graham painting 
the set. But of course that means that 
now if she wants help with her next 
show, she’s got, like, six people right 
ready to do anything for her.” 

“Of course,” Hamilton adds, 
“we've also kind of sold our souls 
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and are going to be doing bingos for 
the next year or two.” 

Things could be worse—they 
could have no friends at all, like the 
two characters Doyle created in Joy, 
the grim comedy about two lonel\ 
people who arrange a combination 
blind date/suicide pact over the 
Internet that leads off A Taste of Bed- 
lam. “I'm surprised every time | 
watch it at how bleak it is,” Doyle 
says. “I thought I was writing a black 
comedy about suicide, but I found 
out you can’t do that.... It’s about 
people having their first date and 
their last date at the same time 
They’re falling in 
love, but the only 
thing they have in 
common is that 
they think everything is hopeless.” 

“Both shows are about trust 
issues,” Hamilton says, “and love as 
an abstract concept. Everyone we're 
working with is in their late twenties 
and early thirties, so 1 mean, those are 
the kind of stories we're telling—sto- 
ries we’re heard, stories we've lived. 
Nighthawk Rules is sort of based on my 
memories of living in this house in 
Red Deer with five or six roommates ~ 
and we'd make up these drinking 
games that stopped being drinking 
games; they'd just be these stupid 
games with steadfast rules that we'd 
play until nine in the morning. 
They’d be like, if you couldn’t light 
your lighter on the first go, everyone 
got to take a shot at you. It’s fun and 
kind of cool when you're in your 
twenties and making minimum wage, 
but not so much as you get older and 
start taking on more responsibilities.” 

And there’s nothing like the 
responsibility of putting on a play to . 
make you grow up fast. “The amount 
of stuff you have to deal with on the 
production side of things is amazing,” 
Doyle says. “I went to the gym for 
half an hour the other day, and | 
checked my cellphone when I came 
out and I’d missed six calls. I don’t 
think I’ve ever had six calls on my 
cellphone in an entire day before.” ° 


A TASTE OF BEDLAM 
Directed by Michael Cowie'and Ottilie 
_. Parfitt * Written by Collin Doyle and 
James Hamilton © Starring Lora Brovold, 
-Collin Doyle, James Hamilton and 
Christopher Postle ¢ The Third 5 
(11516-103 St) ¢ Jan 15-25 © 420- 
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Panties in their scanties 


sgurlesque * Azimuth Theatre 
(11315-106 Ave) ¢ To Jan 25 « 
reVUE The most colourful episode in 
gurlesque, Panties Productions’ irrever- 
ent play based on the life of 19th-cen- 
tury theatrical star Lydia Thompson, 
occurs when Thompson is arrested for 
venting her outrage at a negative arti- 
je about her troupe in the Chicago 
Times by publicly horsewhipping the 
unlucky reviewer. | can’t say as | 
approve of Thompson’s methods, but | 
have to salute her knack for self-promo- 
tion—not only did she made headlines 
across the country for her stunt, but 
she also parlayed it into a box-office 
bonanza by promising to re-enact the 
entire incident onstage that very night. 
Thompson’s calculatedly scan- 
dalous career contains plenty of rich 
material for a play, and the Panties 
have elected to tell the story of her 
life using the same approach Thomp- 
son herself used when she created her 
own wildly popular stage productions: 
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Burlesque contains lots of jokes, lots of 
music, lots of pretty actresses dancing 
around in their underwear (you can 
even see their shins!) and only a casu- 
al fidelity to the facts. The closest 
thing to Thompson’s shows these 
days is probably Forbidden Broadway, 
the satirical Off-Broadway revue by 
Gerard Alessandrini which cleverly 
rewrites the lyrics to famous show 
tunes in order to skewer popular 
Broadway performers and shows; a 
typical Thompson show was The Mick 
Hair-Do, which featured Gilbert and 
Sullivan parodies like “Three Little 
Irish Whores Are We.” 

Playwrights Jocelyn Ahlf (who plays 
Thompson), Belinda Cornish (who 
plays a disloyal member of Thompson's 
troupe) and Celina Stachow (who isn’t 
in the show at all) seem to be of two 
minds regarding Thompson. On the 
one hand, they celebrate Thompson as 
the woman who helped show that 
actresses didn’t have to be stiflingly 
“proper” onstage in order to become 
famous—that in fact, audiences were 
perfectly prepared to accept a lot of 
raucousness on the part of female per- 
formers, so long as they were funny. 
(There’s a scene in Burlesque, which | 
assume is based on a true incident, 
where a stuffy suffragette/actress dis- 
approves of Thompson because she 
insists on playing herself onstage 
instead of demurely assuming roles 
created by others.) 

But Burlesque also suggests that 
Thompson was a bit self-deluded 
when it came to her place in theatre 
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history; in Ahlf, Cornish and Sta- 
chow’s view, Thompson’s racy pro- 
ductions simply paved the way for a 
new wave of naughty stage shows 
that imitated Thompson’s zest for sex 
and scandal but not her taste for intel- 
ligent satire. The biggest problem 
with Burlesque is that it fails to make 
the case for Thompson as an intelli- 


gent satirist—the musical numbers we | 


see are fun but hardly wicked or 
inspired enough to convince us that 
they represent a Golden Age of Bur- 
lesque that tragically died out when 
Thompson retired. (We also don’t get 
enough of a social context to under- 


stand why Thompson was such a sen- | 


sation, or grasp why a show like /Ixion 
was such a hit and its apparently iden- 
tical follow-up, Ali Baba, was initially 
such a flop.) The play makes other 
attempts to make Thompson into a 
more complex character (for instance, 
her painful conversations with the 
ghost of her beloved first husband), 
but with mixed results. 

Still, Ashley Wright's direction and 
the performances by the four leads 
keep Burlesque lively and fast-moving. 
Jesse Gervais, the lone male in the cast, 
is particularly good at getting into the 
burlesque spirit—that odd mixture of 
innocent fun and undisguised lechery 
that lives on, in a debased form, in the 
dozens of “lad” magazines currently 
crowding the newsstands. Burlesque is 
an entertaining version of Lydia 
Thompson’s life, but not a definitive 
one. Hopefully | won’t be horse- 
whipped for saying so. O 


Blue/Orange 


Continued from page 41 


the way it shows authority figures 
interacting with people under their 
control, all the while talking at cross- 
purposes and making huge misun- 
derstandings. Watching people 
miscommunicate can be a really 
aggravating, frustrating experience, 
but I suppose it’s also the kind of 
thing that creates lots of arguments 
after the play is over. 

DS: Exactly. I like Oleanna—I 
think that’s really, really fine writing. 
And I think one of the smartest 
things David Mamet did in that play 
was not make that teacher a saint. 
He’s a very human creation—an 
almost intolerable human being. It’s 
a different play, but that’s a similari- 
ty. This play isn’t quite as dark and 
bleak as Oleanna. It's funnier, for one 
thing. But the big similarity is the 
way you can’t reduce it to, “Oh, that 
doctor is a perfect human being and 
the other one is evil.” 

VW: The last play you directed at 
the Citadel, Einstein's Gift, had a very 
distinctive set. What kind of look are 
you going for this time out? 

DS: Narda McCarroll is the 


| designer—she’s gone for... [long 


pause] ...a realistic environment that 
evokes or points up the idea of a 
beleaguered healthcare system. It's a 
space that was not designed to be a 
psychiatric consultation room. Ein- 
stein’s Gift, | thought, was a play that 
could be aptly served by a non-real- 
istic set, but here I thought that if 
anyone gets the sense that it’s hap- 
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pening, you know, in another 
dimension or on another planet, it’s 
not good for the play. 

VW: As you worked on Christo- 
pher’s character, wasn’t there a dan- 
ger of doing exactly what the docttgs 
are doing? Here you are, this white 
guy, trying to assess what’s in the 
head of this black character. 

DS: Yes. That’s exactly the kind 
of question we asked daily in 
rehearsal. It’s the big unanswered 
question in the play: is Christopher 
schizophrenic? Or is he just eccen- 
tric? It taps into some of the same 
feelings that murder mysteries tap 
into: is he isn’t he? 

VW: Did you come to any ul 
mate conclusion about it? 

DS: Yes. 

VW: And you're not going to tell 
me what it is, are you? 

DS: [Laughs.] No. 

VW: You’re being very circum- 
spect about what's going on under- 
neath the decisions you've made 
about the play. 

DS: Well, | don’t like to tip my 
hand. Do I side with one doctor? Do 
I side with one diagnosis? I think 
anything that prevents people from 
answering those questions them- 
selves would spoil the great suspense 
of the play and just take away from 
their enjoyment of watching it. So 
yes. I'm being squirrelly. O 


BLUE/ORANGE 
Directed by David Storch ¢ Written by 
Joe Penhall ¢ Starring Brendan Murray, 
Seun Olagunju and Eric Schneider # Rice 
Theatre, The Citadel ¢ Jan 20-Feb 15 
(opening night: Jan 22) © 425-1820 
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AFTER IMAGE John L. Haar Theatre, 10045-156 St 
(451-8000/420-1757) * A new dance work explor- 
ing science, art and emotion by Heidi Bunting, pre- 
sented by the Brian Webb Dance Company. 
Featuring dancers Julie Funk, Karen Guttman, Kathy 
Metzger-Corriveau, Kathy Ochoa, Gabriela Rehak- 
Dovgoselets, Amy Schindel, lighting designer David 
Fraser © Fri, Jan. 16-Sat, Jan. 17 (8pm) © Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, TicketMaster 


PIVOTING ECHOES Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert (459-1542) ¢ Presented by 
Paeiedly Jazz Danceworks, live music with Kristian 
xandrov, George Koller and Julie Michels * Jan. 
22 (8pm) * $22.50 (adult)/$18.50 (student/senior) 


|GALLERIES/MUSEUMS| 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 
St (488-6611/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat, 10am- 
Spm, Thu 10am-8pm (closed all hols) *» WIND 
CHILL -40 C OR WINTER WONDERLAND: Members 
mixed media show © Jan. 10-Mar. 27 « Opening 
reception: Sat, Jan. 24 (2-4pm) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor,*Knol 
Building, 10217-106 St (423-2966) » Open Thu 5- 
8pm or by appointment * Artworks by Ryan Brown, 
Jeff Collins, Aaron Pederson, Tim Rechner, Paul 
Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, Greg Swain, Anna Szul, 
Eugene Uhuad and guests 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) « Group show featuring art- 
art by members of the Centre * Until Feb. 4 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 1lam-Spm * A 
VIEW TO UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christl 
Bergstrom; until March « THE DEAD DOG DOGMA 
SERIES: Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom; through 
January 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am- 
Spm. Closed Mon * STORYBOARD: until Feb. 8 © 
THE OTHER LANDSCAPE; until Feb. 15 «© GODZILLA 
VS. SKATEBOARDERS; until Feb. 22 * KIM ADAMS 
AND DAVID HOFFOS; until Feb. 22 « CRAIG LEBLANC 
WORK FROM THE SOPHOMORE JINX; until Feb. 22 « 
CHILDREN’S GALLERY: SPELLBOUND; Jan. 25-Jan. 
2005 * ALL IN ONE DAY SUNDAY: Sun, Jan. 25 « 
TALKING TO TREES: A PORTRAIT OF EMILY 
CARR: Play by Elizabeth Bowering, presented by the 
Alberta Society of Artists; jan. 29-31 (7:30pm); Sun, 
Feb. 1 (2pm) * $15 * $12/$10 (student/senior), $5 
(children 6-12)/free (member/children’5 and under) 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi University 
tension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) « Open 
8-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 
9Yam-noon * Artworks by graduating students 
Until Jan. 217 
FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Mon-Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12-Spm * Eskimo soapstone carv- 
ings, mother and child by Salia Kelly. West Coast 
Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by D. 
Was ¢ Until jan. 31 
FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * UNFINISHED 
VERSE: Paintings and drawings by Paddy Lamb = 
Until Jan. 30 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27622A Hwy 16A, Spruce 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
them to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday 
at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ALBERTA’S URBAN ECOSYSTEM HEALTH 
Strathcona Community League, 10139-87 Ave, 
wvew.albertaecotrust.com (403-244-2211) « 
Dialogue presented by Alberta Ecotrust * Jan. 17 
(Qam-4pm) * Free 


CLIMATE CHANGE: ADAPTATION, IMPACTS AND 
VULNERABILITIES 2022 Dentistry Pharmacy 
Building, U of A Campus (492-5825) « Dr. Suzanne 
Bayley presents Alberta Wetlands Under Threat * Thu, 
a2? (4:40pm) « Free 

EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR BRIGHT CHIL- 
DREN Edmonton Art Gallery, 2 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq, 99 St, 102 Ave (469-3318) * Super Saturday and 
Discovery Group event for children in Grades 1-9: 
Edmonton Art Gallery: A Walk in the Woods—Group of 
Seven gallery tour plus studio workshop * Sun, Jan. 
18 (i-4pm) * 36 (child, EABC or AABC member) 


EDMONTON'S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 


BERARTMENT * S. Bruce Smith Junior High 


Grove (962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, any- 
time by appointment * Work by local artists Beth 
Coulas, Earl Cummins, Henry de Jager and Mary 
Masters 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-41 80)° 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * ANY PRE- 
CIOUS GIRL: A retrospective of Violet Owen’s art- 
works * Until Feb. 7 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5807) * Open: Mon-Fri 9am- 
4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: Group show « 
Until Jan. 29 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) © 
Open: Mon-Fri am-5:30pm, Sat am-Spm * 
Artworks by Val Dunn, Wendy Risdale, Jack Ellis, Joe 
Allen, Meta Ranger, Elizabeth Hibbs, David Nash, 
lim Vest, Myma Wilkinson and Audrey Pfannmuller. 
Pottery by Noboru Kubo and Helena Ball. Paintings 
on agate by Joyce Boyer © Until Jan. 30 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5;:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
Artworks by George Weber, Loren Chabot. Prints by 
Myles MacDonaid and Toti © Until Jan. 30 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) « MAIN 
SPACE: SPECTRONIC ESPERANTO: Paintings by Loren 
Spector; until Feb. 7 * PROJEX ROOM: EXUBERANT 
NOTIONS: Fibre-based 3D drawings by Richard 
Boulet * UNINVITED GUESTS: Montreal performance 
artists Jean Francois Prost and Marie Suzanne 
Desilets; until Feb. 7 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East 
Entrance, 8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * THE BED SHOW: 
Handcrafted beds and furniture created by Susan 
Owen Kagan and Ken Macklin. In support of the 
Artists on the Wards program; until Jan. 18 * MULTI- 
PLES: Multiple mediums, multiple dimensions, multi- 
ple artists; artworks by eight local artists; jan. 24-Apr. 
4; opening reception: Thu, jan. 29 (7-9pm, tenta- 
tive) 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Open 10am-4pm © OFFERINGS: Artworks by Fiona 
Connell 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM S St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) © SITTING PRETTY-LA FETE DES 
TOILETTES; until Feb. 2 * THE BIG FLUSH: Sat, Jan. 
17 (1-3pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9702- 
111 Ave (488-0255) * DECK THE WALLS: Artworks 
by adults with developmental disabilities 


PITS GALLERY Revillon Building, 10320-102 Ave + 
Open: Thu-Sat 10am-Spm © LAB 135: ADVENTURES 
IN ABSTRACT: Abstract photography by Jessica 
Martens and Amy Von Stackleburg; Jan. 15-31; 
opening reception: Thu, Jan. 15 (7-11pm) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 
9am-9pm ¢ TEDDY BEARS ARE BACK; Until Feb. 16 « 
BIG THINGS 2: Featuring large-scale sculptures by 
the artists of the North Edmonton Sculpture 
Workshop; until Apr. 30 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABO- 
RIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 
500 generations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit » THE NATURAL HISTORY 
GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds. Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF THE 
EARTH: Geology collection. Permanent exhibit + 
WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit « A TO Z 
AT THE MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-11am): family-fun 
drop-in program 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10- 


Spm; Thu 10am-8pm * CAPTIVATING COMMODE- 
Three lavatories created by Gemport, Nicole 
Galellis, Paul Freeman; until Mar. 5 © SYSTEME: 


Artworks by Nicole Galellis, Daryl Rydman, Margaret 


Witschi; until Mar. * ArtVentures: All Systems Go; 
children 5-12; $2; Jan. 17 (1 -4pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St (426- 
4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat Noon-Spm « 
Blown glass sculptures by BC and Alberta artists 
including Mark Gibeau, Arte Vargas, Susan Gottselig 
and Marcia de Vicque * Until january « 
ALTERNATIVE EXHIBITION SPACES; » HOTEL 
MacDONALD: Acrylic paintings by Steve Mitts + 
OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey 
Pfannmuller * THE BELL TOWER: Acrylic paintings 
by Sheila Luck; watercolours by Glenda Beaver; 
blown glass by Arte Vargas, Mark Gibeau and 
Marcia de Vicque * WESTIN HOTEL LOBBY: Oil 
Paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller * Until Jan. 29 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-361 9)¢ 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * Rotating show featuring 
artworks by Doris McCarthy, Barbara Akins, Tom 
Willock, Marianne Watchel, and gallery artists © 
Through January 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 10030-107 St, 
Seventh Street Plaza, North Tower (425-6885) « 
Open Tue-Thu 5:30-9pm or by appointment * 
Artworks by David Seghers, Robert von Eschen, Eric 
Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela How (Vilsec), Neil 
McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) » Open 
Tue-Sat (12-Spm) ¢ BETWEEN STATES: Printmaking 
artworks by Mark Bovey * Until Feb. 7 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444- 
1024) * Work by J. Yardley-jones and Gregg 
Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo 
Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm « 
Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, 
Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main Floor, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square * INSPIRATION FROM THE 


ROCKIES: Artworks by Monika Dery * Until Jan. 29 = 


Gala closing: Thu, Jan. 29 (6:30pm-8:30pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * GAIA: HER FORM: 
Photography, sculpture and paintings of the female 
form by Robert Todrick, Alan Henderson, and 
Sharon Moore-Foster * Until Feb. 7 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) « 
Janice MacDonald reading from her new mystery 
novel The Monitor; Thu, Jan. 15 (7:30pm) 


CALABASH CAFE 10630-124 St (414-6625) * The 


Poet's Oeuvre: Every Wed (7:30pm) Readings by 
Local authors 


THE 12 DAYS OF POETRY * Hellenic Hall, 10450- 
116 St; The Grande Finale: Featuring eleven poets, 


tribute to Robbie Burns by Tim Cusack; Rault Brothers; 


Sat, Jan. 24 (7pm); $10 (adv)/$12 (door); tickets 
available at Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe, Volume II 
Books 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 


Churchill Sq (496-7063) © Kick Start: A play reading 


event * Sun, Jan. 18 (2pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne St, St. 
Albert * Every Sun (8pm): Sunday Night Funnies 
with spiritual detective, Barbara May and guest 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 


(469-4999) * Donovan Workun; Jan. 16-17 « 
Those Improv Guys; Jan. 23-24 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Fargo’s 


Laugh-a-Lot Comedy * Every Sun 


RED‘S WEM (481-6420) » Hypno Sundays 


BLUE/ORANGE The Citadel, Rice Theatre, 9828- - 
101A Ave (425-1820) * By Joe Penhall * David 
Storch directs British playwright Joe Penhall’s issue= 
driven drama about a young psychiatrist battling his 
money-conscious supervisor over the fate of one of 
his patients, a black man whose schizophrenia 
makes him a dangerous candidate for release * Jan. 
20-Feb. 15 * Tickets available at Citadel Theatre box 
office 


BURLESQUE 11315-106 Ave (454-0583) « 
Presented by Azimuth Theatre * By Jocelyn Ahif, 
Belinda Cornish, Celina Stachow * The story of 
Lydia Thompson, the 19th-century British actress 
who brought burlesque to North America, told in 
the style of an old burlesque show with songs, 
dance and lots of leg * Until Jan. 25, Tue-Sat 
(8pm), Sat (2pm) * $15 (adult)/$12 (student/ 
senior/Equity); pay-what-you-dare Sat matinees; 
Two-for-one tuesdays * Tickets available by phone 
at 454-0583 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketch- 
es performed by Rapid Fire Theatre's top improvis- 
ers * Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each 
month 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave * Jeff 
Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, Josh Dean, 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th 
season of Edmonton's legendary live improvised soap 
opera by spoofing the ‘50s melodramas of Douglas 
Sirk and Grace Metalious * Every Monday (8pm) 


GILLIAN’S ISLAND Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
WEM (484-2424) * A 10th-anniversary revival of 
this parody of the ‘60s TV series Gilligan’s Island, 
about a crew of hapless sailors and their mis- 
matched passengers who are washed ashore on a 
deserted tropical island during a violent storm 
Until Jan. 25 * Tickets available by phone 


INDIANA BONES AND THE RETURN OF HEL- 
MUT SCHMELMUT Celebrations Dinner Theatre, 
Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448- 
9339) * Daredevil archaeologist Indiana Bones 
must save the day yet again when his archrival 
Helmut Schmelmut reappears on the scene, once 
again bent on world destruction in this musical 
spoof of the Raiders of the Lost Ark series of adven- 
ture films * Until Jan, 31 (Sat 6:15pm, Sun 5:15pm) 
* $43.95 (Wed, Thu, Sun)/$49.95 (Fri, Sat)/$20 
(child 12 and under)/free (child under 2) 


‘THE INNOCENTS La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St 
(420-1757) * Presented by Leave it to Jane Theatre 
* Until Jan. 18 (8pm Mon-Sat, 2pm Sun) « $18 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) * Tickets avail- 
able at TIX on the Square 


THE LAST TRAIN Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(420-1757/434-5564) * Presented by Shadow 
Theatre * By Beth Graham and Daniela Viaskalic « 
John Hudson directs Coralie Cairns, Celina Stachow 
and Maralyn Ryan in The Drowning Girls play- 
wrights Beth Graham and Daniela Viaskalic’s offbeat 
drama about five women—the subjects of paintings 
by Picasso, Modigliani, Toulouse-Lautrec, Van Gogh 
and Manet—who converse about life, love and 
death as they travel in a sealed German railway car 
from Paris to Switzerland in the closing months of 
World War Il * Jan. 21-Feb. 8 * Tue, Jan. 21 (pre- 
view performance): $8; Wed, Thu 8pm and Sun 
2pm: $15 (adult)/$12 (student/senior); Fri, Sat 
8pm: $20 (adult)/$16 (student/senior); Fri, Jan. 23: 
Two-For-One; Tue: $10;-Sat matinees Pay-What- 
You-Can ¢ Tickets are available at TIX on the 
Square 


THE MAINTENANCE MAN Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 
10610-100 Ave (420-1757) * Presented by Image 
Theatre ¢ By Richard Harris * Richard Harris’s com- 
edy about a philandering husband bouncing fever- 
ishly between his wife, his mistress and the unseen 


presence of his overbearing mother « sJan5 Li 
27-31(8pm, 6pm door/dinner), Tue- hy ue 
Thu); $16 (Fri-Sat) * Tickets available at the door, 
TIX on the Square : 


MY MISSPENT YOUTH * Horizon Stage, 1001 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove (962-8995/451- 
8000)/Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Sreet, St Albert 
(459-1542) * Michael Lane Trautman Performs a 
collection of short, humourous theatre pieces show- 
casing his skills at everything from mime to juggling 
to physical comedy to magic to autobiographical 
storytelling * Horizon Stage: Sat, Jan. 17 (2pm); 
free pre-show activities for kids 1pm; $8/$20 
(Family Matinee Series); tickets available at the 
door, by phone at 962-8995, Horizon Stage box 
office, TicketMaster * Arden Theatre: Sun, Jan. 18 
(ipm and 3:30pm); sold out 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483- 
4051) * A high-energy musical revue celebrating 
the music of Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Liberace, 
Neil Diamond, Wayne Newton and other perform- 
ers associated with Las Vegas * Until Feb. 22 « 
Tickets available at Mayfield Dinner Theatre box 
office * New Year's Eve: $135 (includes dinner and 
show) 


SINGLES Fine Arts Building, Room 3-121, U of A 
Campus (717-8311) * An evening of eight 15- 
minute student produced solo performances « Jan 
15-17 (8pm), Jan. 18 (2pm and 8pm) « Free, dona 
tions to the U of A’s Drama Students Emergency 
Bursary Fund 


THE SLIP-KNOT Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo ju 
Spruce Grove (962-8995/451-8000) * Fringe 
favourite T.J. Dawe (Labrador, Tired Clichés) performs 
his funny and heartfelt autobiographical Monologue 
about his stints at three different and soul-deaden- 
ing day jobs: drugstore stockboy, truck driver and 
post office parcel-tracker.* Sat, Jan. 24 (7:30pm) + 
$20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) © Tickets available 
at the door, by phone at 962-8995, Horizon Stage 
box office, TicketMaster 


STONES IN HIS POCKETS The Citadel, Shoctor 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) « By Marie 
Jones * James Macdonald directs John Ullyatt and 
John Kirkpatrick in Marie Jones’s inventive, award- 
winning comedy about a pair of Irishmen who 
receive a brutal lesson in the callousness of the 
movie industry when they land jobs as extras in a 
Hollywood mega-production that has chosen their 
sleepy, picturesque village as its principal location « 
Jan. 24-Feb. 15 © Tickets available at Citadel Theatre 
box office 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The 
Third Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) * Live, com- 
petitive improvisational comedy with “an element of 
danger” Jan. 30 © $5 « Tickets available at the door 


A TASTE OF BEDLAM The Third Space, 1156, 103 
St (420-1757) * Lora Brovold, Collin Doyle, James 
Hamilton and Christopher Postle star in a pair of 
new one-act plays: Collin Doyle’s Joy, about two 
lonely people who make a suicide pact over the 
Internet; and James Hamilton’s Nighthawk Rules, 
about a man who feels torn between his rowdy, 
Party-loving childhood friend and his new girlfriend 
* Jan, 15-25 * $12 (adult)/$10 
(student/senior/Equity) * Tickets available at TIX on 
the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) © Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre + 
Teams of improvisers create sketches on the spot 
based on audience suggestions, and have the 
results evaluated by a team of heartless judges * 
Every Fri (11pm) © Tickets available by phone 


THE WELL BEING Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway 
Boulevard (431-1750/420-1757) © Part of Catalyst 
Theatre's Blind Dates With Theatre * The South 
African theatre troupe Mouthpeace Theatre uses 
mime, text, a watermelon and a stage covered in 
newsprint to tell a fable about love, grace, injustice, 
@ porpoise and two frogs * Until Jan. 15 (8pm) * 
$21 (adult)/$16 (student) * Tickets available at TIX 
‘on the Square 


School; Music Room, 5545-184 St (496-6094); Public 
meeting to discuss proposed amendment to the 
Donsdale Neighbourhood Area Structure Plan and the 
Zoning Bylaw, Ward 1; Thu, Jan. 15 (7pm) « 
Waverley Elementary School, 6825-89 Ave (496- 
6212) Public meeting to discuss the proposed 
amendment to the Municipal Development Plan and 
the Zoning Bylaw, Ward 6; Thu, Jan. 15 (7pm) 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
GROUP Edmonton Chamber of Commerce #600, 
10123-99 St (426-4620) * Speaker Glenn Johnston 
presents Financial Risk Control: Hedging in the Markets, 
for Business * Fri, jan. 16 (6:45-8:30am) * $2 


T.A.L.E.S. EDMONTON (433-2932) © Storytelling 
Invitation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) * The oral tradition of 
storytelling (be a listener or a storyteller) 


THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479-0014) « 
Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and meditation with 

Kushok Dhamchoe of Namgyal Monastery in India « 
Every Tues (7-9pm): beginners « Every Wed (7-9pm) 
and Sun (117am-1pm): advanced 


Mall, by the McDonalds, 55 St, 101 Ave (440-1146) « 
Free quided hike/ski, approx. 11 km at Strathcona 
Wilderness Centre * Sun, Jan. 25 (10am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Room 7-152, 7 Fi, Education North Building, 
U of A Campus © Starting a Gay-Straight Student 
Alliance (GSA); Presentation featuring Queer youth 
activists ¢ Thu, Jan. 15 (S-6pm) * 
www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter 
of the international organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-6636) 
* Open 9-3 # Dancing, strip contests, go-go boys * 
Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, jeffy Pop, 
Code Red * No membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support commu- 
nity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) 
Steambath 

EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, learn, make friends and network 
in a positive, proud space where being yourself is the 
norm 

GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912- 


106 St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward preventing the 
spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 
10550-102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support 
services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS 
and related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and 
public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * www.icare- 
alberta.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV 
Resources and Education (formerly Interfaith 
Association on AIDS) provides spiritual support and 
connections for those affected by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912- 
106 St * Meetings every second Thursday each 
month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Monthly meetings for 
campus-based organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate stu- 
dent, academic, straight allies and support staff of the 
U of A to network and socialize in a supportive envi- 
ronment (fall and winter terms). Contact Kris Wells 
(kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham (mwon- 
ham@ualberta.ca) for info « 
www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) « 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services, Serving the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos (488- 


5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society. 
Peer-facilitated support groups, peer counselling * 
Daily drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.lcna.org (426- 
0905) « A spiritual community which gathers monthly 
for sharing, friendship, individual support and a safe 
space for our own spiritual questions 

MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * 
Practices every Mon and Thu > 
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 
tional church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) * 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30pm * Support/education for parents, families 
and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and 
the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
Aa bce 


THE ROOST 10345-104 st (426-3150) « 


Sun- 
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y Bpm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE: Hot Butt 

‘ontest (Bpm-midnight) with Dj Janny * WED: 
‘amateur strip with Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro 
+ THU: Rotating shows: Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s 
open stage and the Weakest Link game second and 
gst Thursday with DJ Jazzy + FRI: Upstairs—Euro Blitz: 
New European music with DJ Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and 
male stripper Downstairs-ferale stripper * SAT: 
Every Sat like new years: Upstairs-Monthly theme 
parties with Dj Jazzy, new music with DJ Dan and 
Mike Downstairs-Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long week- 
end with D} Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-mem- 
ber); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990- 
1818) # Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


YRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth 
Tuesday of the month * Information and mutual sup- 
port for transgendered people in an open, friendly 
and safe environment. Open to transsexuals, trans- 
vestites, cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay nightclub. Every 
sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: 
game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every weekend: 
open stage, dance with Dj Arrow Chaser * No 
membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE), 
45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) © 
wwwyuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * 
\ facilitated social/support group for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered, straight and questioning 
youth under the age of 25 


: 


CHILD HAVEN INTERNATIONAL Maharaja 

Banquet Centre, 9257-34A Ave (967-2168) * Indian 
dinner and slide presentation on Child Haven Homes 
in india Nepal presented by Bonnie and Fred 
Cappuccino, Indian dancing; silent auction of Nepali 
and Indian artifacts and donated items * Sat, Jan. 24 
(6-9pm)!#°$25 (per person) © Tickets available from 
Cynthia Smith by phone at 434-1896 


MOTORCYCLE SHOW Northlands Park and 
Agricom, www.motorcycleshows.ca * Featuring 
Chris Garwasiuk and Team Out\law (motocross 
demo), Ryon Bell (trials rider), vintage motorbikes, 
fashion shows and more ¢ Jan. 16-18 © $10.50 
(adult)/$6 (6-14 yrs/senior)/$20 (family pass)/free 
children 5 and under © Tickets available at motorcy- | 
cle and ATV dealers, door 


ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION Rutherford House, 

U of A Campus, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr (427-3995) 
* Celebration of Scotland’s poet Robert Burns, featur- 
ing dance performances, bagpipes, poetry * Sun, Jan. 
18 (12-4pm) 

SACRED RHYTHMS 2003 McDougall United 
Church, 10086 MacDonald Dr (993-1062, 413- | 
6159) « Multi-faith celebration presented by the 
Edmonton Interfaith Centre featuring a gospel choir, 
Buddhist chant, Jewish klezmer and African and 
Hindu dance * Sat, jan. 17 (2-4pm and 7-9pm) 


if tie want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


EVadsthe-vadeia-viel-kaelg 


Pair solid wood doors with amber inserts 
80’x60”, $225; also small amber windows, 
$25 ea. Ph 455-7816 for info 


business opportunities 


Global Income 
“Personalized” health information 
www.tryestarhealth.ca 
access code sharing 2. 


dance classes 


Saturday Salsa: Old Strathcona, Orange Hall, 
84 Ave, 103 St. Solo or Partner classes. Singles 
welcome. Sessions: 12:30, 1:30, 3:30pm; 6 
wks-$50 or $70 for 2 classes (Best Deal!); Drop- 
in $12 per class. Contact:-SalsaMaria—47 1-0846, 


myakula$telusplanet.net 
employment 
We're expanding. \ 


6 positions available. 
Comfortable downtown office, 3 shifts. Call 482- | . 
4D pa 5859 to book interview. : 


astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


Aries actress Sarah Jessica Parker 
announced recently that she washes her 
hair with Mane ‘N’ Tail shampoo, a prod- 
uct made for horses. | recommend that 
you consider switching to it, too. It’s time 
to please your inner thoroughbred, 
whose animal intelligence and wild vitali- 
ty will be essential to you in the coming 
weeks. You're finally ready to activate 
higher levels of ambition, to enter a big- 
ger race for a better prize. 


Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King is 
one of the most popular and critically 
acclaimed movies of 2003. Yet some of its 
fervent fans have come forward to identify 


| its many problems with continuity. Did 


you notice that Frodo’s scar migrates from 
his right cheek in one scene to his left 
cheek in a later scene? That’s just one of 
more than 30 flaws registered by readers 
of the moviemistakes.com website. | 
applaud this effort. I’ve always believed 
that the most useful critiques often come 
from people who deeply appreciate the 


| subject they’re critiquing. This so happens 


to be your mandate in the coming week, 
Taurus: compassionately assess what needs 
improvement about everything you love. 


| My survey of New Year's resolutions by 


Geminis reveals some surprising trends. 
Twenty-one per cent of you have vowed 


| to lose weight in 2004, but 26 per cent of 


you hope to gain weight. Thirty-six per 


| cent of you plan to launch a new hobby, 
| whereas 58 per cent want to get rid of 


one of your hobbies so as to have more 
time for the others. While 31 per cent of 
you are plotting to supercharge your 


Yo [VCot-a coda 


LIVE YOUR DREAM. 
Start today, apply for the March 04 
Dramatic Arts Program. 


The Vancouver Rageny ot Dramatic Arts 
Ww 


vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232. 


help wanted 


Deliver Globe and Mail newspaper in the 
morning 2-3 hrs/day. Need small car. Northside 
Edmt and St. Albert. Call Sukhi 975-3240. 


National Firm has F/T openings for C a 
¢ bet Tiginess © Pai taining provided. 
¢ Earn up to $35,000/year. Reliable vehicle and 
license a must. Apply ® 10619-109 St or Call 
Phil or Lauri 421-7007. 


URGENT: FT STYLISTS Req— 
Guar. wage. Abbottsfield Mall. 
Call Moe @ 474-3333. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wednesdays (night) 
and Thursdays (daytime), permanenv/part-time. 


Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable and Renee u 
Please call 907-0570. 


ambitions or career, 42 per cent of you 
are quite sure you want to work less and 
cultivate more leisure and luxury. Finally, 
16 per cent of you want more “espresso 
sex”—quickies with casual acquain- 
tances—while 69 per cent have your 
hearts set on deep, slow, cozy lovemaking 
with emotionally intelligent partners who 
crave cuddling. 


SSR ]CANCER sa 21- 92 


The Weekly World News reports that 
George W. Bush, the world’s most famous 
Cancer, plans to invade the moon and 
declare it the 51st state. To fill the office of 
the moon’s live-in governor, Bush intends 
to appoint his former foe Al Gore, who 
garnered 540,520 more votes than the 
president in the election of 2000. In the 
weeks ahead, | urge you Crabs to come up 
with an equally nutty and brilliant strategy 
as you expand your empire to exotic new 
locales and shake off old adversaries. 


Le 


“Dear Doctor Rob: I’m battling mixed 
emotions. On the one hand, | have fre- 
quent surges of intense compassion that 
make me want to build houses for poor 
folks. On the other hand, I’m beset by 
flashes of vanity that make me want to 
spend my money on Prada shoes and 
expensive jewelry rather than on trips to 
Third World countries to help Habitat for 
Humanity. Is it crazy and self-defeating to 
want both things? —Guilty Leo” Dear 
Guilty Leo: You've summed up a dilemma 
that many Leos are wrestling with. My 
advice? Honour both your urge to 
express beauty and your desire to aid 
your fellow humans. | have a vision of you 
wearing a gold tiara and Prada’s Sculpted 
d’Orsay pumps as you frame a wall for a 
new house in Haiti. 


| predict that 2004’s mysterious gifts will 
free you from your old self. At least one of 
your inhibitions will disappear. Attacks of 
self-consciousness will diminish in frequen- 
cy and intensity. You'll realize how fun it is 
to rebel against your antiquated image. 
The only new taboo you might take on is 
one against imitating the overused shticks 
that have worked for you in the past. 
Because of these explosive improvements 
in your relationship with brash spontaneity, 


Team Member- 
Part Time Required: 


Colorfast in Riverbend Square, 
Edmonton's finest photofinishing and 
portrait studio is currently seekiny 
Si gee: and aggressive individuals 
with a desire to learn and excel in a 
friendly environment. 


We are currently hiring for the 
position of Team Part Time. 


licants should have proven 
amen in retail sales, with an 
unbelievable aptitude for ‘best in 
class' customer service. They would 
also be walls to learn/already be 
proficient in Photoshop, portraiture, 


and exclusive retail sales. In return for 

| the best job you've ever done, we 
offer you the following: 

* Flexibility and on site training 


¢ Excellent commission packages 


Although hours are flexible, you will 
be required to work most weekends, 
holidays and some evenings. 


Please forward your resume in person 
er ae to: 
in innon 
524 Rivesbund uare, Edmonton 
780.430.8322 
cindy@ri com 


you may be ready to acquire your porn 
name. Here are two suggestions about how 
to generate the new moniker: (1) combine 
the name of your first pet with the name of 
the street where you lost your virginity, or 
(2) go to www.mypomname.com and fol- 
low the directions. 


p ILIBRA 


To frame your assignment this week, I'm 
plundering an old horoscope from The 
Onion (www.theonion.com), America’s 
finest source of news and entertainment. 
“Even the mighty Ozymandias, king of 
kings, was brought low by time,” the 
‘scope read. “If possible, live your life 
without this mysterious phenomenon.” 
To help you carry out this difficult but 
rewarding task, Libra, here are a few tips. 
(1) In your initial attempt, don’t overdo 
it. Spend no more than three days elud- 
ing the oppressive grip of time. (2) Hide 
all clocks and watches. (3) Read historical 
novels and watch movies set in other 
eras. (4) Fantasize about what you were 
in your previous incarnations and what 
you'll be in your future lives. (5) Meditate 
on Plato's idea that “Time is a moving 
image of eternity.” 


SCORPIO 


“When in a doughnut-eating competi- 
tion,” writes Esquire’s Cal Fussman, “press 
down hard on each one before biting 
into it. If you don’t, the air inside will 
bloat your belly and you'll get blown out 
after six.” | suggest you regard this as 
your metaphor to live by in the coming 
week, Scorpio. Squeeze out all the filler 
that might dilute your enjoyment of the 
really killer stuff. Don’t get bogged down 
in empty symbolism and vacant fantasies 
that wear down your competitive edge. 


a | SAGITTARIUS Nev 22 - Dec 21 


In Greek myth, Psyche was a pure-heart- 
ed young woman whose misadventures 
with love got her into trouble. One day 
she found herself at the mercy of the 
goddess Aphrodite, who commanded her 
to sort a big heap of mixed millet, wheat 
and poppy seeds into separate piles. 
You're in a situation that reminds me of 
Psyche’s predicament, Sagittarius. Is there 
any hope for you to complete your own 
version of this seemingly impossible task? 
Yes, there is—especially if you garner the 


Sept 23 - Oct 22 


Oct 23 - Nov 21 


Classi 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
fieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, r 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply) 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


kind of help that Psyche did. Feeling 
compassion for her plight, thousands of 
ants swarmed to her aid, separating the 
seeds for her overnight. Can you call on 
an equivalent ally? 


fp JCAPRICORN mcs. ar 


You now have the power to design and 
implement a fresh version of fate for your- 
self. This window of opportunity won't last 
long, though, so | suggest you act with 
swift decisiveness. To guide your work, | 
offer two observations. The first is from 
Alan Kay, who conceived the laptop com- 
puter: “The best way to predict the future 
is to invent it.” The second is my para- 
phrase of astrologer Hadley Fitzgerald's 
paraphrase of Ram Dass: “On the ae 
hand, everything is preordained. On the 
other hand, you have complete free will 
When you truly grasp that paradox, you're 
no longer a slave of your conditioning.” 


UARIUS 


Aquarian singer Justin Timberlake suffered 
a temporary blow to his reputation last 
November. Speaking to ABC's Diane 
Sawyer, his ex-lover Britney Spears implied 
that he is underendowed in a part of his 
anatomy that most men take very serious- 
ly. It didn’t take long for Timberlake’s 
grandmother to come to his defense”! 
helped raise him, and | can assure you 
that there’s nothing wrong with him 
physically,” 70-year-old Sadie Bomar told 
the press. | predict you will soon undergo 
a similar fall and redemption, Aquarius. 
Start rounding up the allies you will want 
to testify on your behalf. 


“Thinking outside of the box presupposes 
you were able to think in it.” This gem 
from automotive executive Bob Lutz sets 
the tone for your new plan of action, 
Pisces. In the coming week, you should 
concentrate on understanding your life’s 
long-term trends from an inside-the-box 
perspective. Stick closely to what 4 
actually know, as opposed to what you 
might speculate or fantasize. Confine your 
analysis to the data you can definitely con- 
firm. Starting next week, it'll be time to 
think outside the box. Having prepared a 
strong foundation, you will have ensured 
that your imagination will provide useful 
visions when you finally unleash it. © 


a. 


TESOL Certified 5 days In-clas: 
Or Online Or By Correspondence-.| 
* All ages * No Experience * No Degree 


Basar Eres 


1-888-270-2941 


Travel the Worid.. 
Earn Great Money 


Upcoming Classes: 


Jan.14-18, Feb.18-22 


globaltesol.com 


alt 
Sex 
E Column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Facial scrub 


Dear Andrea: 
I'm a 22-year-old female. | have been bat- 
fag cancer for over three years now. This 
nas left me with emotional, psychological, 
and physical scars have a scar from the 
left side of my neck all the way up behind 
my right ear. | can’t stand to even touch 
the areas; they are too sensitive and 
painful. Also, the scar, even when healed, 
is still very puffy and conspicuous. Any- 
way, my boyfriend of a year has brought 
up the ideas of a “pearl necklace” and a 
“money shot.” Naturally, he would not 
allow me to do anything nearly as 
degrading to him, so I get nothing out of 
letting him do these things to me. 
I find his insistence extremely hurtful 
and insensitive. He knows how hard hav- 
‘Ws Cancer has been on me physically and 
psychologically. He watched me slowly 
recover from surgery! He also knows | 
hate things like this because they are 
degrading, unless | can do something 
equally humiliating to him. But when | try 
to tell him how his selfishness makes me 
feel, he won't listen or take it to heart. 
What should | do? 
Love, Cancer Giri 


Dear Girt: 
Would you consider having him killed? 
The pleasure that some (amateur) 

advice-givers seem to take in urging other 
People to break up with their boyfriends 
(or girlfriends, but it’s usually boyfriends) 
#5 been much-discussed on some online 
discussion boards I’ve frequented. “My 
boyfriend never does the dishes,” some- 
one would complain. “Kick him to the 
curb!” certain people would crow. “What 
are you, some sort of doormat?” More 
level heads prevail, of course, and I’m 
unaware of any relationships actually 
done in by bad Internet advice, but it just 
seems so unwholesome to me to take joy 
in coaching others to treat their partners 
as literal garbage. (I always imagine the 
boyfriend bundled up with twine and 
tossed out on recycling night.) 


won't shut up, we’re back where we 
started. Curb-kicking or contract 
killing, whichever seems best. 


Dear Readers: 


sive right now?” and he said, “Hell no. 
She's already bottoming to cancer.” 
Very few people manage to eroticize 
their illness, disfigurement or chronic 
Pain, merging bedroom with sickroom in 
a way that works for them. If you're inter- 
ested in seeing a flamboyantly morbid 
(and extremely funny) exception to this 
rule, you couldn’t do better than to rent 
the movie Sick, featuring “Supermasochis- 
tic Bob with cystic fibro-o-0-0-sis.” But 
even Bob Flanagan, the chronically ill 
artist and almost-lifelong masochist (he 
quit toward the end) chose to explore his 
relationship with his damaged body 
through sexual pain and submission. 
| was just recently drawn into a dis- 
cussion, also online, about whether 
above-the-neck “money-shots” (a.k.a. 
“facials”) are inherently degrading. | said 


no, it’s only degrading if you feel degrad- | 


ed, blah-non-judgmental-blah. There’s 
no question, though, that spilling or 
shooting one’s bodily fluids at someone 
is sexy for many people Precisely because 
it smacks of degradation and defilement, 
and that goes double for the people who 
like to be spilled upon. “I’m a dirty 
girl/boy” is the pinnacle of hotness for, 
let's say roughly one-quarter of the pop- 
ulation. Facials, water sports and scat 
grab that dirtiness by its grubby collar 
and yank it clear out of the metaphorical 
world and into the real one, where it has 
to get mopped up with towels. Hot, hot, 
hot if you like that sort of thing. Grounds 
for divorce if you don’t. 

| do note that you have the “money 
shot” thing filed neatly, and perhaps 
unquestioningly, under D for degrada- 
tion and wonder if you’re quite sure 
that’s what Spooge Boy is after. “Money 


shot,” as you may know, originated as a | 


porn term referring to the fact that, 
absent laparoscopic camerawork, an 
ejaculation must be delivered externally 


if the audience is going to believe it | 


really happened. In its native habitat it 
Carries no particular message of domi- 
nance or submission. Maybe he just | 
wants to play porn star, no degradation 
intended, and isn’t getting it that you 
feel degraded by the suggestion. 

Not that it matters much. You’ve 
made it clear that your neck is off-lim- 
its, so who cares why he wants to | 
spooge on it? If he won't listen, won’t 
let you reciprocate somehow and 


Love, Andrea 


Continued from previous page 


help wanted 


Be trained to work in the field Special Events, 
Bylaw, Airports, Casinos, Hotels. Up to $14/hr. 
Call Hi top Security Academy 452-1010. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
e train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around * 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


hobbies and crafts 


Ceramic supplies for sale. Molds, automatic skutt 
kiln, paints, pouring table, and bisque. 
Call 780-712°5375 Edson. 


resume services 


Professional, Personalized, Reasonably Priced 
leed an Sean poor resume? 
+ Call 484-8623 
or visit http://prwra.comVravenwritingservices 


rocking for jesus 


| Looking for Radical, soldout to Jesus Christ musi- 
cians who would like to be in a cuttin edge 
already established ministry. 439-5532. 


Ashley 
attractive brown eyed brunette 
Friendly and discrete 
Out calls 945-3384 


Se 
Bianca 868-0377 
umustseeme/18 yrs/Brazilian/ 
busty/brunette/slim/model body 


977-6573 


Isabella , 
New Japanese, 18 doll, 38 C, petite. 


woollen wear 


ICELANDIC GOODs STORE 
All woollen products from Iceland 
Sale through Feb. 
15506 Stony Plain Rd. Ph: 780-420-8443 


Strings & Winds 


Great Rental & Purchase Plans 
Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses 
Guitars & Wind Instruments 
Lesson Referrals 
988 - 2352 www. bella-music.com 


14213 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton TSN 3R4 


L_music instruction _ | 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981. 


artist to artist 


FREEe FREE* FREE FREE FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
Price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four 
weeks depending on available space. For more 
info picive phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
2889/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


artist to artist 


Ever heard “Silence in Stereo”? Now it can be 
seen too. Only at the “Red Strap” Art Market. 
97th and 103rd Ave. Look for the Strangely 
Artistic. 11am-6pm Tue-Sun. 


Seeking F Bextoemers for management project. 
420-6707 or enquiries@musicale.ca 


Sound & Fury Theatre seek monologues, mon- 
odramas and one-person shows for One's A 
Crowd Festival in March. Submit script with bio 
to soundandfury@martica.org 


LIVE YOUR DREAM. 
Audition for your tuition! 

Apply for the March ‘04 semester scholarship! 
the Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


-—-eoooo 


l Ladios FREES | 
UW aa9 aol aal tel at=| 
New Right Nows 


—-——. 
Established country/rock band looking for lead 


Wanted: Steel guitar player, violinist for coun. 


artist to artist 


Sound & Fury Theatre is holding auditions Jan 
25 & 26 for its April production of Romeo « 
Juliet. Contact Brent at 436-3177. 


it Brent 918-2 


larksand5000@hotmail.com 


WANTED: Opportunity to develop small-ry, 

SCREENPRINTING skills in production and 

design. Also looking for a men/supplies/sy, 
dio. Ryan 428-0038 


Attention writers ages 15-25! Myrna Kostas}; 
and Todd Babiak for day of writing creative 
fiction and fiction. Jan 31 (day); Jan 31-Fe 
overnight. Bennett Centre, 9703-94 St. Info a 
YouthWrite 422-3265 or 1-800-665 5354 
e-m: youthwrite@writersquild.ab.ca 


Profiles Public Art Gallery 2005 Exhibitic, 


Program: Seeking proposals from artists. 
Tito Ph Heidi Rither 460-4310, aA 


ahfheidi@telus.net Deadline: Sat, Mar. 13 (4pm) 


THE WORKS ART & DESIGN FESTIVAL: seci 

musicians for the Street Stage June 25-July 7~ 

Send demo: 200, 10225-100 Ave. Edmonton AB 
T5) OA1 or Ph 426-2122 ext. 226 


Le Musicians | 


Established country/rock band looking for lead 
Buitarist with vocals. Call 780-525-82|2 


ee a 
Three-piece rock band looking for experienc 
30+ male vocalist/frontman 477-3708, 


*, toh . c 
Lead guitar player with vocals required for « 
bi a: Aliedhes - Classic rock eel Vo 
good gear, attitude a must. Ph 4° 
4502 after 5pm. 


guitarist with vocals. Call 780-525-8212 


Christian musicians and vocalists wanted {o; 
weekly gospel coffee house. Friendly atmos 
phere. 447-4357. 


try/rock/blues band for performances/CD 
recording. Fronted by f. singer. Motivated, reli- 
able, age not important. Ph Arnold 445-0114 


Your boyfriend, though? Mr. Inap- 
propriate Suggestion 2003-2004? That’s 
different. If | happened to mumble song, but I won't. Just go read the new 
something along the lines of “kick him blog at www.altsexcolumn.com/mt. © | 
to the curb,” | can’t imagine who would " 
disagree with me. My own sweetie read 
your letter and shuddered with horror. | 
asked him, “Do you think it’s surprising 
that she doesn’t feel particularly submis- 


| want to sing “It’s blo-o-og, it’s blo-o-og” | 
to the tune of the Ren and Stimpy log 


——_ 
GAY MALE SEX! 

Chat live or meet local gay men. 

Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 
Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 
Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
peeking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more into. 
1-800-474-8401 


FIND (RILNDSHIP & ROMANCE 
Perc soral a 
@Orrmr2cctiorm 
44-TALKS 448-2557 


Must tee TH+ Long distance charges moy OBply 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a | 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


1 THREE LINES FOR $10 » BUY 6 GET 3 FREE, 


1 °Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 1 
*Education Announcements 1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton ley 
1 °Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 
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“WEY EDDIE! eon. 


“MAD COWS” MAKE 
ANGRY HAMBURGERS... 


canned’ daily 


ae = ey 
Bcruisot ines ow a 1 access code: 6496 7 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


GrajpeVine 


ERSONALS 


20,000 CALLERS DAILY ! 


right across Women Aways FREE: 
418-3636 


/ 
FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
Cana da | i four Tria for 


The Grapevine Club Inc, does not prescresn callers, Free local Edmonton call. ber be 18+. 
Fun and confidential, mi one fae hick account per home phene number, 


__ SARAH MCLACHLAN Afterglow 


NICKELBACK 


SAI ROBERTS We Were on Fane DIXIE CHICKS Home AUDIOSLAVE ute BEN HARPER Danan On The sit JOSH GROBAN Cis MRL MATTHEW GOOD balance 
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 Eephunk ; "12" |__ J Finger Eleven wool *14" -! Dutty Rock ‘14° ae a Sons For The Del A Mees Geistccodtanasaes 14° 
24. $ 38. SA A 52. GRAMIY | 3 66. BIG SHIN INY 90’s 80. MUCH DANCE 2004 %. Leng 5 ADDICTION 
— Michael Buble ......... $414°° J Shaman ... eee $15” 2) Various Aitsts anne 146" g Various Artists (2CDs) . S19” J flee it arte $14" pe. 14" 
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